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PARSON I3ROWN'S PASTOUATE.
(Ethirtgs in Vhe churcht are dulI-ali, at a

standstiii, it seeuns to Ie. I thuxîk l>tr-
soit Brown ougit to opent up a littie."

Mary and I ivere sitting on te front percli,
Salibatit afternooui ; Marîuy %vas readuîg seiisa-
tionat stonies ini a Sunday paiper, soietirnesread-
ing aloud Vo nie. I %%as littie iîttercsted and
fiially began doxing; but maiîaged te geV -wie
awaie befýore.-Mary iîîduiged ini thte foregoing re-
mîark.

After a moment's tlioughtful Itesitation, I
remarked:

IIWeii, I mustsay 1'm getting ired of VIe sanie
old thin', Sunday after Suitdzxy. lthesanie face,
the saine voice, the saine gestures, and sometimes
the sanie illustrations. Now, wlîcn 1 was at
Spencerville, îvbere they lîad just received a nen-
ininister, there w-as se tnudb going oxt aîîd every-
thing so lively. There %vere ail t le ladies fixilig
up the parsonage anîd everbody cailing there
and niaking prebents-and the liouse-.'anmn iig
dearnsic 1 qV ail seemed te itiake se nîuclî good
feelng-"

cc<That's it," said Mary. ."There is no feeling
at aIl hene. Parson Brown is a good etiough mran,
but lie is be slowN-positivei4 , so slow 1 i t soîne-
times cornes ever nie, Jolta '-then Mhary lowered
lier voice v,'ether it w-as in fear of being beard
by the leaves of Vliteapple-tnee near by, or by te
robins building their nest in te tree-top, or hy
te old dog Mladge VbaV lay on tite mtat by te

w-fr do'v, 1 caîtuot say-" txat perhaps iV Nvouid
be liest for us We have à change of pgasVors-tlionii&l
I would not like Vo be the onte Vo start tIc idea in
the parisbI."

"4No, iitdeed," 1 said ; "but sVili hie lias been
lhere a long inie."

" Yes, and getting a trifie old, a littie worn-shelf-worîî, if ive 'ene to use a miercanittle terni.
A younger mani, now, w-ould 'hiven III thiîgs.
WeV couid psiy iîim a betten salary and give things
anew start,' aiitswered M-ary.
"ibere is no faîtit te lie found with Brother

Browvn, Vhoîîgl," 1 said, for I couid tuot find iV> iin
myaý lieartVo hearlu ruin doit; "snot abit I fot
a bit It's oiy tlat-tliat-periaps lis usefulncess
liere is at an end(. WbhaV de you say, MNary,. to
driviig over Vo hear Panson Jones titis nîorning
-just for a. change. lie is more my style; beat.s
and N-akes folks up, se tiîey say."

"'Wbat," saidIfMary, "dcean ever te Pipetownl"
lIt w-as tell miles aîva-.y.

"IYes," I said, "IIFl hitch up in a few minutes,
and w-e can uiake Vite trip niceiy in an heur."

Mýary miade ne obýjectioii, ia fact, nather enjoyed
VIesugestion, anîd in a lit.tle w-hile w-e w-ene spin-

ning on oun -way. As w-e neared Pipetown. -w'e
saw Inany people oit their -ay te dhurci.
k "Great rnany people o ut for moriiî services,"
,said I. "Our foi ks do not turn eut this .%-ay."
k "IPanses Jones is a mari tat dra%-vs," said
giary; "keepe up the intercst in hechurch, you

Thene wPa quite a crowd in the entry, and as
~ewcewIting fer senie one Vo showiUs a seaLt

Lme overbeard a mtan say:
«<' You'11 lear something -ortiî hcaring to-day.

Ir. (I couldn'V. geV Iîoid of Vhe itame, titoUgli 1
eied> is goixig Vo prencli."

1 l ooked at Mary. I was afraid site had set lier
eart on hearing Mr-. Jolies, but as far as 1 wvas

ýancerned I di dn't m-ind hearirg a straniger, es-
:eiaUly if le lva1k-e w-bat Vhey said. for Vhîey
arere talkisg right on.

"I-Ie's a strong preacher; ycs, strong-that's
*juist the Word. WVe ave always glitd whlelt wegct
Iidiiin ail cxclhaîîge. wotîder ite lias staycd so
li ng ini t le cou try. Il e* noue of yoiir hop-aud.
ij a p sort -does iiot, a>t e any force i ini aînnier-

riteout sparis buto 0-S st raighit t o thew trutl, and
ive itbole-ýtjy-cliflches it-yCs, that k ^jîî,t

di wor 1, ecilîtches it.."
1 could se the fulks were expecting a littie

Soillethînig utîcoitimoi Iiy t lie aythey lookzec as
t hey Scttled itito thieir set 1 was looking about
a littie Vo sec if 1 knew aiiyhody present, for 1 liad
fresjuelltiy heen to ]i'ipetoý%vîî.

I did not look towards the pulpit tili I beard the
îninister's voice, and thiti 1 ahxîiost jumped from
iu>r scat as I s' ared at hinm.

£lient 1 stared at MUary and Mary stared at nie.
It was Parson Brown, as sure as you live 1 If it
had not beeni in ehurch 1 shouid *a ]au -lied right,
out, to sce Mary's bianik look. But i sobered.
<loiv. Vien 1 could not help observing how the
pieopie listenied. lIt was very plain that tbey con-
sidered Parson Brown a great preaclier.

Tlieir interest set me Vo not ictxg Iitiir more care-
fully. 1 finaiiy coîîcluded that, -wbie lie wvas not
a haîîdsonîe mari, it is not often you sec a more
schloa rly face or bear nore ea rniest words. Mien
I noticed the deep lines of care on bis face, made
large1y by the heavy chiircit burdens he wvas
obiged to carry. I thougtttof the chidren lie liad
baptized; of the funerais, he baad coîîducted; of
the, sorrowing hearts le liad coîîîforted; of the
nianyiiîd au diellpful w-ords hie had s poken, and,
as I k-ept on thihîking, 1 felt tears sweli in my eyes
and rua down rny cbeeks.

WVhen lie camne to bis text, Mary gave me a
xwid-e for if -oît xvill believe mie, it w-as the saine
wve ltaài heard the Sunday before. B3ut I arn ivil-
Si ig ï contfess thlat it w-as mostly lie%%, for 1 did
isot listen w-el before-in !art, I had gotten inte
tire way of thinuking that Brother I3rown's ser-
riions w-ere not edifying to mie. I çaw the mani we
lieard in. the eît riod liis Itead as siuchas tosay,
Il Didiit 1 tell NoU sol T hot is clinchers."
After te sermlon xvasý finished and the band-
sbaking timne came, 1 think Mary aiîd I werejust
a little proud to have folks know that Parson
B3rown .vas our minister.

We dîdîî't speak a word for more than haif the
wray horne, and titen 1 said:

4&I say, Mýary, there's sudh a thing as going
fartier anîd faîrin g Nvorse."

VI Mel) ,"* sai d -ia.ry, IIif that's w-bat you inean,
%ve have been faringjust about the same."

."No,tliîatisn'ttwbatlmnian .Marv, howmuch
more oiiglt we te do for Brother Browzn? Yes,
it ouglit te be donc. The--se tltings need stirring
up, and I for one arn going to stirthcm up." Hert
1 jcrked te lles Vill 1flic horse fairly jrmped.
"I1 arn going Vo take hold -ith the pastor with
greater hcartiness thaii ever before. The old
parsonage necds lots of repairitig. Thc ciîurch
oîîght tebe reîovated. l'Il Valk Vo thc -lca about
it if you Nvili Valk with, the -ouin."

To this proposition iMary gladly consented.
Il Yes, Mary, w-cil set tlîbîgs humming in our

church. 1 gue«ss w-e have been wrong in our
*Judgnîent. The fault of slow-ness or dullness
must partly lie with us. I ain sure -we can niake
m-uel moreof our churcliand pa.-stor. We can be,
regularatteiidaits. We cati be good listeners.
W«cas encourage hiin -with kindt words. We
cait endeavor Vo preach througlt the w-eek what
w-e hear him preach on Sundlay. Mary,-bat do
you say Vo giviug_ Brother Brown a housewarm-
ing next week ? -We %vili e let irn know before we
get tlrough that lie is -worth more than a new
preacher.

CcGet up, old horse. We7re home-and home
we'12 stay. '-Iîrtford, 2'inws.


