
the latter, and proceeded along the west shore to the outiet of the
Rupert River, down which lie voyaged to the James Bay.

The followitig is a translation of the account given by Père Aibanel
in the "lRelations of the Jesuits"

IlJune 18. We entered Great Lake Mistasini, 'vhich, is so large
that, it takes twentv days of fine weatlîer to inake the tour. This lako
takes its tiame froni the rocks of prodigionis size wvith 'vhich it is fitled.
It bas a number of vcry beautiftil islands, ducks and fislî of ail kinds,
moose, bears, cariboo, l)<rctiIi and beavers are here found in great
abundance. We had alreadly made si>: lcagues to the traverse of the
islands which cut the lake in two, wvhen 1 perceived something liko an
eminence of land! at suecb a distance that the eye could just reacli it.
I demanded of our people if it wcre, near the p)oint where wve must go.
'Keep qui~et,' said our gutide, Iland do not look there, it you do flot svish

to perish.' The Indians of these parts believe that wvhoever wishes to
cross the lake, must carefnlly guard froin looking at the route, especiaily
at the lplace bD which they mnust cross, a single, ghince, they seay, wilt
cause the rising of the wvater.3 and great tempests, wvhich ivili surely
upset them."

This is the wvhole o? the description given by Père Aibanel in con-
mection with Lake -Mistassini, but lie must have made a rougl map of
the route followed, as we find on e' map of Canada compiled by Père
Laure in 1720, a plan o? Mistssini with the route fol1owvt;( b., Aibanel
on it. The statoinent that it, took twenty days of fine 'veatheî' to, nake
-the circuit of the lake, lias formced the base on wvhich ait the extravagant
estimates, of the. size of the lake have been buiit.

The airgumients used being in about this style : If it tkes twenty
days to go round the l-ake, ton days would be requireci to go from, ead
to end, and as an Indian cani paddle froin three to four miles per hour,

aad the paddling tiine of asuniinier's day wouid aiverage fron wlet
.fifteen hours, therefore tic lakie inust be from three hundrcd and sixty

to six ]îundred miles long..
Unfrtuateylike other estiniates based on what migiht or could

be, this fails to the grouind, because the Indian, although h e can? paddle
fromt threa to four miles an hour, finds it too liard work 'when ho is ini
no particular hurry, and also, that, although lieo may travel froru twelve


