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Jy artificial.  There are some, indeed, who natu-
Fally possess it in a greater degree than others; but
by practice any one may improve it—by neglect,
fhe best memory may be impaired.

Boy. You astonish me. I have heard my mas-
ger say such a one had no memory—such a one had
5 good memory. :

4 Father. 'This might be very true, comparative-
dy speaking. Some have, as I have already toldyou,
much greater facility of learning any thing by
dieart than others; butno one is quite destitute of
gnemory, who is not destitute of reason ; and it is
ften seen that they who remember quickest, forget
Ahe soonest; whereas, what is slowly gained, is re-
%ained long,

Boy. 'Then, papa, I am sure I shall not speedily
Jorget my task, if I could once acquire it ; for I find
41 am not quick in learning to repeat it.

§ Zather. Mind me. <”fou say you can repeal a
Hew lines perfectly. Let this convince you, that vou
awilt with diligence gradually learn the whole. Con
‘over, and repeat to yourself, four er six lines more.
dWhen you retain them, repeat the preceding, and
‘ps it were, add them to your stock. "Then set about
Jnother select number; «nd when you have fixed
ghem in your memory, go over the whole again that
dyou have learned, in order to fix their connexion
}?n your mind. Proceed thus, till you come to the
send of your task, and I can answer for your success.
1 DBoy. Thank youpapa. I thought that reading
jthe whole, over and over, was the best way to learn

At

i Father. By no means. Whoever attempts too
fnuch at once will never execute any thing. But
vy attending to one object at a time, and by_per-
fsevering industry, you see what wonders are accom-



