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home in the evening.®*  Meanwhile the chil-
dren inthe house had been making themseives
hap.pp; ol ua ther manner.. For them there
had been provided every kind of indour pleas-
ure; there was music for them to dance to 3
and the hbrary was open, with all manner of
amusing books ; and there was a museum full
of the most curious shells and animals and
birds; and there was a workshop with lathes
and carpenters’ tools for the ingenious boys ;
and there were pretty, fanta tic droses for the
girls to dress in; and there were microscopes
and kaleidoscopes, and whatever toys a child
eould fancy ; and a table in the dining-room
foaded with (verything nice to cat. But in
the midst of all tlus it struck two or three of
the more ** praciical” children that they would
»ke ~ome of the brass-headed nails  that
studded the chairs, and so they set to work to
pull them out.  Presently the others, who
were reading or Jooking at shells, took a fancy
to do the hike, and in a little while all the chil-
dren uearly were spraining therr fingers pull-
ing out braw-headed nails. With all that
they could pull out they were not satisfied, and
then evervtoddy wonied  some of warcholdy
eiae’s, and at last the really practical and sen-
sivle ones declared that nothing was of any
real consequence that afternoon except 1o get
p]cnl) of brass-headed wails, and that books
and the cahos qad the microscopes were of no
ase ataul i themselves, but only i they could
be exchanged for nail-heads, ana at last they
began to nhght for nail-heads as the others
fought for the bits of garden.  Only here and
there a despised one shrank away into a corner
and tried to get a little quict with a book n
the midst of the noise; but all the practical
ones though:t of nothing ¢l-¢ Lut counting nail-
heads all the afterroon, aven though  they
knew they would not be allowed to carry so
much ac one brass kaob away with them. But
no, it was:  ** Who has most natlv? 1 have
a hundred and you have hfty,""ur [ have a
thousand and you have “wo; I must have as

* 1 have sometimes been ashud what this
means. [ intended it to send forth the wis-
dom of men in war contending for kingdoms,
and what foilows to set forth their wisdom in
peace—contending for wealth.

many as you hefore I leave the house ; or 1
At last
they naade 2o el noice that T anwoke and
thought to myself- -* What a false dream that
is of cHILDREN.” The child is the father of
the man, and wiser.  Children never do such
foolish things.  Only men do.

cannot possibuy co home in peace.”

RUsKIN.
— —— - —

JOHN BRIGHT.

In no other public man in England, prob-
ably. is there manifested a greater interest
than in John Dright. He is one of the few
men  concerning  whom public opinion  has
changed. Statesmen and politicians, who
thirty vears ago reviled him as a violent
demagogue, now find no terms of praise too
great for him, and listen with almost Lreath-
less attention to his speeches on public ques-
tions  And Mr. Bright has gained this power,
not so much by a superiority of inteliect as by
his strict integrity and adherence to principle.
It has been frequently asserted *hat Bright was
a factionist, an extremist, and nearly always in
the minority.  The latter part of this charge is
true, the first is not. It can b casily ex-
plained why he has been so often in the min-
ority. Ever since he entered public life, he
has heen from five to ten years in advance of
even the Liberals of the English Parliament
and people.  AMter beecoming convineed of the
utility and justice of a measure, he is usually
eagageald in pleading and tighting for it sevaal
years hefore he can convinee the people of the
truth of hi~ vicws 3 and when he has sueceeded
in regard to that measure, he finds himself still
as far advanced on some other question of
public moment.  But those who have oppused
him have always found that in -ome way,
aleae ur assisted, he has eventuadly suceseded!
in his advocacy.  As nearly all are acquainted
with ki general carcer, we will mercly refer to
a few things in regand to which his position is
not so well known and understoad.

First, we menticn the stand he took again«t
the Russian war. 1t is well known how vigor-
ously he opposed this war, both in and out of
Patliament.  And it is equally well known
how few were his supporters, because at that
time England was wild with enthusiasm for the




