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O hal 1 giv in firstborn for my t.ransgression, the fruit of mny body for
ore sin of mysoul ?I Tbilsenquiry would not hiave been at ail suitabley
sonificd ; -,vitlî whoin, on sucli a subjeet, there could be no rooni for ques-
tion or doubt. But it wvas otherwise with Balalz, an ignorant and idola-
trous king, who rcigned ovcr a people amonz whorn eveni humnan sacrifices
were not unknown. (2 Kings iii. 27.) What cotild be mnore uî:naturalA~ than that Balak, whien callcd on to approaeli Jehovahi, should miake sueli
an enquiry ? Wliat more unnatural than tlîat Israel, or an Israeiite,
should ,niak-e it ? Balaani thus aiîswers the questions whIcli the M1oabitish

iking lias urged: '4 11e bath shiowed tliee, O man, what is good; and what
doth the Lord require of' tlwc, but to do0 justly, and to love rnerey, and
10 walk huinbly with tby God ?" (Micali vi. 5-8.) Should this view of

tthe passage bu questioned, our arýgumenet wvill not be greatly affected by its
c mission ;but if' thc assuniption is correct, Iliat tiiese words are B;al-.auî's

answver to Balak, that answver titust high-lten our estiniate of the soni ofBeor as a preacher of riglîeousness. When taken iii connexion witli bis
other declarations, they show how trutliful and coînpreliensive were bis
conceptions of religion and of duty.
oBut, while Balaani's officiai cliaracter as a propliet stands thus hlîh,
what wvas his personal character ? \Vas bis eonduct as exeînplary as bis
viewvs were eniiglîîiened and correct ? iDid blis praetiee agree witlî bis
preaching ?

Wlîile b;is professions were noble and bieroie, and soute of lis actions
were, praisewortby, in otlhers lie stands reproved by bis own standard. Re
bad repeatedly sougbit by eostly sacrifices to obtain froni God an answer
different, froin that 'vicli liad athirst beengýiven ; and tlhis, toc, froinselfisb.
and worldly motives.C

derebeame Iick)ased wh b *dually yieldcd to temptition, and byegesbem ikei proportion as bis moral and recligions principles
were weakened in their influence until i1cy lost tlicir hold upon blis mind.
Rlavin- taken one or tvo ffilse stops, blîrougl1 theo impulse of a eovotous
dîsposiion,-having gone out of blis providential way, in the pursuit of
wealth and grandeur, and thus placed Iinîiseif iii a situation of' increasedl
peril, temiptation, and difficulty,-it is flot surprising tîtat lixe shîould stumn-
bic on and fali more dceply : bcaube, thuugh often %varned, lie refusced orneglected to retrace blis steps in timne, and to retreat front a position so
full of tmtto n agr l idcin oBlt-scuta l iz
ard of l)trin ane Dvne. 11speased coHe tobalak's cofurt ptemissi-
to p o Z tatialditon ii hi hadbeoya pron sed penson

stsid;and hoe is. prevented by tbc rebtraints of con2cience, and the re-
inemnbrance of' God's reiterated injunction, froum pronouneing it withoutthat permission. «Must lie, thon, bc entirely bafled ? Must bis journey
end in failure and ubter disappointiinent? Must the golden opportunity
afforded by Balak's invitation, aind bis oivn visit to tlho court Moab, tbus
pass away, and lie reburn. to luis own country no rieher than hie camne?
fIe loves "1the wagos of' unrigh-Iteousness,," but bas not obtnined theni, be-
cause ho lias donc, as yet, notbing by whiehi they may be earned. Is there
no rosource that invention eau supply-no iiuethiod of reconciling bie
worldly interest with. bis relig,,ions duty, and of serving God and mammon
zt bhe saine tinle ? This is the probleun lie is endeavouring to solvo. But
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