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ainong bildren, who, notwvi tlstandincr the soniewvbat unitliik-
iug animadversions of their critics, are really ilever happier tiauî
whien tbey are engaged with sonie congreial task. Nor ii imy
sense is the true teacher a grrumibler, liowever often of necessity
the phrase t/iou s/tait not is iii lus inoutb. Thiere can be no
doubt that one of the first of the teachier's functions is to make
the sebool a pleasant place, wvberein luis plans for the imnprove-
ment of bis pupils are ever being set afloat arnid an environment
of grood-Nvill and beilevolence. And, though our sehfools, liave(
by tbis time fairly starteci upon another year's work, yet we
venture to utter a wvord of congratulation to the teachers on
tbeir return fromn thieir bolidays, even if it be noV Mie first xvord
of encoura gement tbey have received during the first inuonth of
the school year. The teachier who does noV think of bis wvork
during the biolidays is as inucb of an exception as Mie child who
bates work; and to those who bave been investigatinog school
inetbods durinug the inidsummer recess wve would send aspecial
congratulation. Tbis nuetbod of imparting instruction or that
inetbod is not necessarily the onlly mnetbod. JîIndeed, the best
nethod-judged, as a nietbod oughit to be, by results-is the

teacher's own nietbod. As wve have said before, tbe experimentinig
teacher is tue successful teacluer, and it is from tbe fresluness of bis
personal influence tlîat scbool, progress is to be seen at its best.
1V is said that Pestalozzi's experience iii his latc,rI. days wvas a
striking example of tbe evil tendencies of a stereotyped nietbodl.
As Dr. 1, itcb says, wbile illustrating tbe Latin apborisin
<Jorrut.io aptimi pcsi'ina et -"It is very touehing to, read M.
Michel Bréal's account of a visit Vo Mie scbool-reforiner at the
end of bis career. He describes tbe old mni, pointing witb bis
finger to tbe blackboard, to bis diagrTams and to tlue naies of tie
qualities of the objects, wbile the children repeated nîechanically
Iiis favorite watcb;vords, wvbich tbey liad learned by bieart.
Those words bad once been full of ineaning. But tbey biad
ceased Vo represent real iutellectual. activity on the children'zi
part or on bis. Thîey biad become dead formulas, thuough lie
knew it noV. And so it will ever be, witb you and witi nie, if
we lose the habit of looking at ail our methods wvith freslu eyes,
of revising theni continually and iînpregnating thein anew wvith
life." IReturning froni thueir liolidays, with the fresbiness uponi
tbem that cornes Vo Mie inùîd from the rucreationi of the bodV,
we venture Vo, associate thiese words of one of our most proiuul-
îîeît educationists witb our own conigratulations at this seasoni.
Tbe oid field of labor bas become in great nieasure a newv fleldI
of operation. The re-orraxuuzatiouî of tbe classes lias brouglit
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