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4 HINDUD'S CONFESSION.

The Christian, ol Londoo, gives an ac-
count of the conversion in Iadia from Hin-
duism to Protestant Christianity of Mr, S,
Ramabnjam Chelty, a master of Arts and a
Bachelor of Law of the Madras University,
On the day of his reception into the church
he read the following statement to the con-
gregation :

BRETHREN IN CHRIST: I come from
the Komati country, which is even -more
orthodox than the Brabam. My father holds
a most respectable position in that commun-
ity. [ was born io a family of afiluent cir-
cumstances and was well cared for, I be-
gan to think of God much earlier than is
common with people of that age ; and even
when I was young I was well versed in the
stories of the Ramayana and Mahabhara..
Encouraged by my grandmother, 1 was wor-
shipping stones and pillars as representatives
of the Supreme Being, but that was only for
a very short period, and ! socon gave them
up. The year 1881 was an epoch in my life.
In the beginning of that year I joined the
Madras Christian College, aund, among other
things, received instruction in the Chistian
religion. From the very begining I had
the highest reverence for that religion and
its expounders. I never was a hater of the
Christian missionaries or Christian follow-
ers. It was said by one of my friends that
if be was endowed with supreme power the
first thing he would do would be to hang all
the converts. 1 tried to convince him of
his folly, but I failed to do so, because he
would not be convinced.

While [ was a student in the junior F.
A. class a number of young friends joined
together to study the subject of religion,
especially Hindoism, but the society svon
dissolved into nothingness. In those days
my mind fluttered coosiderably between
theosophy, agnosticism, aund theism. The
famous exposure of tne Mahatmas in the
pages of the Christian College Magazine
shook at once and forever my confidence in
the Theosophical Society., I then began to
read largely books directed against religion
in general, and Christianity in particular.
For a long time my mind was in a wavering
condition, When I was studying in the
B. A.classes it was then my faith in Christ
graduvally began to be formed and strength-
enzd. There were lectures delivered on
Sunday evenings on Christian subjects, and
very often the appeals would go right down
into my heart. The addresses delivered by
our beloved Babu Kali Cham Bapesji while
he was at Madras touched a sympathetic
cbord in my heart. It was also at this
period that I bad the privilege of hearing a
few lectures on the subject of the resurrec-
tion delivered by one of our most esteemed
professors, Rev. W, Skinner. 1 was then
convinced of the truth of the resurrection,
and my faith in the occurrence of the event
was firmly established. It wasalsoat about
this time that the commotion in the Chris-
tian College took place. My strong symp-
athies were on the side of the college, and 1
was one of the very few Hindu students who
stood stanch and loyal to the college in spite
of pressure brought on them from outside to
join the ** rebellion.”

After I left the college for some years
religions considerations were laid aside.
Social reform and the cause of woman oc-
cupied my mind more than the subject of
religiont Duriog my college days [ used to
read very largely the works of the renowaed
reformer, Dai Bahador K. Vurasalingam
Pantulu Garn—works of a high moral
nature, When 1 became a husband I re-
qusted my wife to read his works, which she
did, and her mind was also being prepared
to receive the Gospel truth. Before we pro-
ceeded far it ‘pleased the Almighty Father
to take away that precious jewel, that noble
type ofa woman, from me. Till recently,
although I had the highast reverence for
Christ, yet I was not a believer in His
divinity. 1thought of facing the. question
seriously when I survived my father, for I
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had a great desire not to cause a shock to
him, My mother died at the end of the year
1880, when I was young, .

The visit of Aunie Besant and the
speeches of Swami Vivekananda and the
papers read at the Parliament of Religion
set me again on religious inquiries, and after
considerable thought I satisfied myself of
the hollowness of the assertions made by
Swami Vivekananda and Anuvic Besant, [
witnessed the exemplary lives led by our
principal and the other professors of the
college, and my faith in the refigion they
taught me was gradually confirmed and my
convictions slrengthened. While I was
travelling to this city I was studying the
Pagers on the Bible, edited by our esteemed
Dr. Macdonald, and when I came near-
Iy to the end of the book, on Tuesday, the
31st of July, all my doubts vanished, my faith
in Christianity was thoroughly coofirmed,
and I felt a call that I must not delay in con-
fessing Cbrist. Io response to that call [
hurried on, and 1 am now coufessing before
you my faith in Christ. Although [ am cer-
tain I shall be rewarded, yet 1 obey the call
because, and only because, I feel it to be
my duty todo so. I am now happy ; bap-
pier than ever before. I know I am saved,
and I owe it to my Saviour, who will ever
dwell in me, and in whom 1 trust [ shall
ever live and move and have my being.

Experience is proving the value and im-
portance of medical missions as & pioneer
evangelistic agency. Nowhere are they
more valuable than 1n obtaining access to
the women of the East. A friendly Hindu,
not long ago, in aconversationwith Dr Henry
Martyn Clark on Christian missions, in re-
ply to the question, * Which of all our
methads do you fear the most ?”* said, ** We

do not fear your schools ; we need not send .

our children. We do not fear vour books,
for we need not read them., We do not
much fear your preaching; we nced not
listen. But we dread your women, aand we
dread your doctors; for your doctors are
winning our hearts and your women are
winniog our homes, and when our bearts
and homes are won what is there left to us?”

Dr. C. W. Cushing writes that *¢Italy
seems to be ready for the religion of the
Bible. But they &are suspicious lest they be
deceived as they have been by the priests.
They do not clearly distinguish between
Protestant mssionaries and the priests.
But they bave no fear of the Bible. For
this reason it seems all important to let edu-
cation and preaching go band in hand.
But it is all important that there shall be as
little delay as possible ; for the people are
1D a transition state, and if nol caught up by
the Protestant Church, multitudes of them
will assuredly drift into infidelity.”

The Chinese Recorder repraduces from
another journal the incident of a geotleman
in Shantung who obtained a New Testa-
ment, and was so fasCinated that he .read it
three times. A missionary on his journey-
ings, finding the man conversant with Chris-
tiaa truths, inquired which trath in the Bible
bad impressed ‘him most. He repliad:
“The statement that our bodies may become
the temples of God.” The heathen mind
which had grasped this truth, and many
others on the way to it, was not far from
the kingdom.,

Dr. A. J. Gordon urges that individual
churches shall have tbeir own missionaries ;
and if these missionaries will starve ualess
the church responsible for them supports
them, then ‘““there will be a possibility that
some at home will go hungry in order to
feed a far-off wortkman ; but there 1s httle
likelihood that such self denial will be evok:
ed where responsibility for a missionary’s
support is subdivided among several thous-
and Christians.”

After the inhabitants of Tahiti had be-
come Christians they expressed their feclings
in regard to the change that had come over
them in these words—** Lst our hauds for-
get how to lift the club or throw the spear.
Let our guns decay with rust; we do not
want them. Though we have been pierced
with bows or spears, if we pierce each other
now, let it be with the Word of God.”

The waters of Lake Nyassa, in Central
Africa, are ploughed by ten steamers, some
engaged in traffic, but mainly engaged in
the service of the King, carrying glad
tidings to the benighted.

British and other foreign rasideats in
India, says the Missionary Review, give
moré than $300,000 a year towards the
evar zelization of that country.

PRESBYTERIAN.

PULPIT, PRESS AND PLATFORM.

Rewv. J. L. Mustray: The young people
are a part of the church and not a disiinct
organization. Young people under twenty
years of age are the important factors ip our
congregations and are the most impressible.

Rev. James Murray : In no soil does the
poisonous weed of gambling grow more lu x
uriantly than in that of the race-course, and
many men I fear—and some women,
too—get their first lessons in  betting
and bookmaking there,

The Outlook : The French are discover-
ing Eogiand. As a matter of fact, this is an
age of international discovery, and the differ-
ent races are coming for the first time to get
some real knowledge of each other. It is
astonishing how prejudices disappear when
such knowledge is secured.

Rev. D, Perrie: There is Christian Ea-
deavor in theary as well as practice. The
hymns supg at Eodeavor meetings are full of
inspiration but often more so than the work
done. AVe must get down to workin dead
carnest and not rest on the oars. Only the
arm at work becomes strong and powerful,

C. H. Wetherbe: When Christ said,
 Give, and it shall be given uoto you,"” He
spoke in accordance with the principlesof a
sound philosophy. He gave utteranceto a
principls of universal application. Ia al-
most everything, men must give ifthey would
have something of the same kind given to
them. The farmer must give seed to the
ground if be would have the ground give him
a harvest.

The Christian Iadex : Wandering Chris-
tians sometimes find the way out of the Way
apparently more pleasant than the way itself.
And then the way into the Way often seems
too blocked and broken to permit them to
reach the way again. In the first case, let
them beware of taking the first step aside,
it is that first step ‘‘that costs.” In the
other,let them not rest until the last step back
is taken : 1t is only that last step * that pays.”

Rev. R, E. Koowles., The kingdom of
God 1s no children’s play-house, and has
pever yet been taken by the mere breath of
idie longing, or by the coquetry of seatiment-
alism, or by a varbal ruse. Na, “the violent
take it by force.” This conquering violence
is to those, who, conscious of eternaj facts,
and spiritual foes, do battle with the con-
science armed, the will apgressive, and the
soul on fire. There is a royal road to heaven,
but it1s the road of royal warfare.

Christian Instructor : What the mass of
people want is gossip. What they need is
truth. He who can tell the most news is
likely to be in demand. But he who can
teach the most truth will do the most gcod.
His influence may last, it may be, for ages
after he himself is forgotten. The writer
who adheres rigidly to truth will run foul of
too many false principles to meet with popu-
lar favor. The palaverous pen wili find
many to appreciate its soft soap. Soapy,
slimy, empty bubbles while away the time
of children and now and thea a phdosopher,
But the sunlight of truth enlightens the
world and makes it better,

Drummond: There is only one great
character in the world that can really draw
out all that is bestin man. Hs is so far
above all others in influenciog men for good
that be stands alone. That man was the
founder of Christianity. To bea Christian
man isto have that character for our ideal
inlife, and live uader its influence, to do
what He'would wish us to do, to live the kind
of life He would have lived in our house, and
‘had He our day's routine to go through, It
would not, perhaps, alter the forms of our
living, but it would aiter the spirit and aims
and motives of our life, and the Christian
maa is he who in.that sense lives under the
influence of Jesus.Christ,
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Dige®} THE PINCE OF PEADE, {35 ™
Goroax Text.—Isaiah ix, 7.

Historical Position.—Ia studying this lesson
the first thing is to get into the histaricsl place of
the weiter. Read chapteri. 1, and, for the im-

ortance of Isaiah’s prophecy, v. 2, ' Hear, O

eavens, and give ear, O Earth, for the Lord hath
spoken.”" The lesson occurs in a section of the
prophecy exteading from chapter wii. 1 to 10,
which contains a series of prophecies Jargely Mes-
sianic, delivesed in gonnection with the Syro-
Israclite war, The hisjory is found in II. Kings,
chapters 16-21, and Il. Chronicles 26-33. ‘The
Time of the lesson is probably in the reign of
Ahae, B.C., 735-732.

Prophet's Contemporary with Isaiab.—In Judab,
Nahum, Micah, possibly also Joel; in Israel,
Hosea, Amos and Jonah.

The Place where spoken, probably in Jeru
salem, the prophet’s home, to Judah, the pro-
phet's people.

The troubles of Isracl mentioned in the history
~the end of which the bitth of a marvellous child
was the sign, and the section of the prophecy com
mencing with vii. 1, end in this glorious outoust of
glad andEgacious_ promise,

I. LightinDarkness. V. 3.—The
people that waiked in darkness,” etc. The bistor-
ical facts to which altusion is made here are: (1)
The despoiliog of Upper and Lower Galilee by
Tiglath-Pileser, I1L. Kiogs, 15-29, comp, Zech x. 10,
Tbe people were in  the darkaness of outward
trouble, and ta thc moral darkness caused by
Ahaz introducing among them the worst forms of
idolatory. (2) The Messiah, the Saviour, the
great light shimng on the datkness, came in
the part of Gatiles beloaging to Zebulon, Mat-
thew iv. 13-16. Itis hete nuted as a charactec-
istic of the divine dealings, that those wno syffer
most are graciously coasidesed first, and divine re-
storings come most tenderly where there have been
the divine woundings aad smitings. The darkuess
of the bondage these people had beea in, made
beautiful the hight of liberty, Soisit spintually.
Liberty, the light of life, shine cut over against
the darkness of bondage aud sultering,

11. The Joy of Men in a Redeemer
and Deliverer.—* Thou bast muliiplied the
nation . . . . they joy before Thee,” etc. The
whole sentence is 2 prophecy of the good times
teferred toin v. 2. Two figures are blended in
the text, the joy of harvest and the joy of victors on
dividing the spoi of the battle-field. " V.4, * For
‘Thou has broken the yoke of his burden,” etc.
First, of the Assynans who had * stretched out
their wings——great armies- and opptessed the
land.” Second, the yoke of s.n, the oppresser
Satan. *¢ The staff of his shoulder,” etc—that part
of the yoke which rested on the back of the neck
and shouldeis. As in the day of Midiso, v. 4, a
total rout by a smail body of selected men, by
unusual means by God’s help, as in the case of
the slaughter of the Midiaaites by Gideca and
tbree bondred meo. Jadge vii. 123 V.,
¢ For every baitle,” etc—perhaps rather ** Every
hoof of him that trampeth noisely, and every gar-
ment that is rolled in blood, shall be for burning,
even fuel for fire,” All military accoutrements
shall be committed to tace flames, that the reign of
peace and justice may commence.

III. The Great Deliversr. — Comp.
chap. vii. 14-10, where the promise of a ciild, a
son, is first made—2a child who was, like this
child, to be ** God with us.,” In the far distance
the prophet forcsaw the child wno should be Im-

manuel, the Redeemer of the wurld —-Cump.
Luke, i. 31-33. ii, 11,
¢“The Government Shall be Upon His

Shoulders.”—The government: was regarded
as a burden to be borne un the back ot shuulders,
and was sumetizes symbolized by a key Jaid upon
the shoulder, chapter xxii. 22, *¢ And His name
shall be called,” etc.  This does not really mean
that the child should bear as a name or names,
any of these titles, but only that they would be
truly applicable to Him. A name stands for all
that is :n the man—bis character, bis principles
and his property. Wonderful—because his nature
was wonderful, being human and divice; His
coming at all was_a woaderful manifestation of
love; His deeds, His miracles, His words, His
atoning love wete wonderlul, Counsellor—one
who bas the wisdom to guide himself and others.
He is our counsellor, never guiding us astray,
but always by the best ways to the best eads,
The Mighty God—by Him the worlds were made,
and He upholds all things. Jesus is mighty to
save, He can conquer all His and our enemices and
make His kingdom triumphant over all obstacles.
The Everlasting Father —expressing the d wine
love and pity for men from everlasting a love that
can never fzil to everlasting—Comp. Psalm xc. 1,
2. The Prince of Peace.—He brings peace to each
individual soul and peace with God, with heaves,
with nature, with self, with men, the peace of an
approving conscience, of a submissive will, peace
that comes from victory over sin, a peace which
is eternal, unbroken, perfect.

.IV. The Moessiah's Kingdom.—" Of
His government and peace thets shall be no end.”
What a glorious characteristic of Messiah’s kiny-
dom—it shall have no end. It shall iacrease io
oumbers, in power, in the blessings it bestows, a-1
in the completness of its tule forever and ever.
1t is established wich judgment and righteousness,
these are its foundations ; it shall be progressive
and aggressive, it shall be stable, universal and
everlastiog. The certarnty.of all this coming to

ass—2 universal eanhly kingdom has never been

nown, ocver will be, but this shall, for “ the
zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.”
What encouragement to the faith ‘and labour of
God’s people in seeking to bring 10 this kingdorm.
The zeal of the Lord of bosts is pladged to crown
their laboucs with final, complete and everlasting
triumph.



