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CHAPTER lX.-CONTINIt'El

Tht hrst scene lonkcd likt a view oi tht

Arctic regiaus. A deep bisue sky threw into

boîd relief a landscape of snow and ice- A

boid, nacky, snaw-clad bluff rose abnuptly tu

thetll, 'vbile un tht distance ranges cr suo'vy

b ills loomed as a b-ickground bchtnd glaamy

forests oi pine. A xvinding white niband ef ice

* showed a river channel lu 'vbtcb lay three

small aniiqîte-looking banks, 'vitb masts,spars
and cordage sheeted wih ice and fnugzd

'vith icicies- Out of great sriew-drifts that

haii-concealed tht barks, nase tht top of -a

rude fortification ai palisades on tht short;

and tram tht port -holes in tht ice-encrustcd

hulîs ai tht ships, came gleases ef yellnw

lighî, tht only teken of human presence io l

-that trozen 'vîlderness. It was a picture ai

Nature's desalation, yeî nclieved by tht signs

of buman courage and euergy and endurance,
giving il a ne'v and pathetic ittest.

'Now, wbio cau tell 'vhat ibis scene sP

i nquired Prolessan Duncan-
1I kno',' exclaimed Millie eageniv. It's

Jacques Cartier's ships at Quehec-'
' Right,' said tht professor. 1'This pîctune

is iutended ta giçe you an iden af tht ftrst

Christmas Evz even spent by Europeans lu

Canada ; uness, indeed, the Norsemen came

here 'vhen they 'vert lu Amenica lu tht tentb

century, but thast point is daubîtul. But, as 1

* hope yon ail k-noi, Jacqutes Gantier rtached

Qtxebec on bis sccond voyage up the SI.

Lawrence, ou Sepiember, i5l», and aller

visitiug Hochelaga, the Indian village here,

-- bc mtade bis wînter quarters on tht St. Chacles

ai Qoebec, close Ia the village a! Stadac.na.

Weil, mast oh you know what a mîéserable
V 'ioler tht paon fellows spent lter; shut up

lu tbein îce-boucti sbups, and exposed ta cold
sucit as îhcy had hardly dreamed af before.

And then, yoo know', ta add ta thecir troubles
they erte tantured hy that horrible diseaie,

the st-utvy, vvhi<.b swtilt.3 theli limbs tilt the]
became useîess, and their tbre.ls aud nouthi

%%il thcy nearly c.hocked, anod thre.l ýccth drap

ped out. Dunng that drcany Decenbr si hc,
;:;n, and made sur-l bavoac that tweoty-si,
dîcd befonre t*prii, and enly ttice ur Souý

heaiihy muen 'vent leit ta attend ta the- sici

and bury tht dead in tht snow-dnîftps, the oui,
[i way un whiich t hey coutil bury thora ai ait
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During that Decemnber, ton, evea the Indians
%who had been sa frieodly, ceased ta visit
thein, and they were lefi in dread lest their
friendship sbould have turned ta hostitity-

\Ve can fancy, then, how sadly the thoughts
of home and Chrismas gatherings must
have hauntcd their minds and iheir horneFick
heants. No doubt ihey made sucb sorry aI-

lempis ai Christ mas-keeping as they coud,
and tonsted King Francis and «"La Belle
Frtnie.' Afi a while, however, things

brightened a itîtle. Cartier Ieanned fram an

Indian that a certain kind of spruce con-

tainvd a cure for scuivy, and by thetlime

thai sping camne back tle loosen the ice-

bound streams and gladden the 'veany hearts,

the survivons began ta feel bealib and hope
returnîng ta their own veins. Ont thing only

1 amn sorry for wheu 1 îhink of those brave

men and their bard 'ioler : that such a gai-

tant leader as Catier should have clouded his

fair fame hy treacherousiy carrying off witb
hîmt the kud chief Donnacona aud same of

bis braves, as trophies ta France. That 'vas
the darkuess that mingles with tht light of bis
heroism, and it led the way ta subsequent fait-

uire and disaster.
'And new for the second Christmas. This

is Chrismas, i59.'
The second scene repnesented a moon-

light night ; the sky flecked 'vtb wintny
clouds, tbrougit wicb tht silver radiance ef

the menu showed a long, low, saudy issand
sprinkied %vth snow. On ils flat and treeless

snores roiled tht long, foamiug surge et the

Atlantic. In tht foreground 'vas a gleant ef

frozen lake aud a group et nauaded sand-hills
in the shelter et which stand an uncouth,

clumsy cabin, built of strangely assorted tim-

bers, and banked up with bastions of snaw-

covered turf. Thent 'vas ne cheenlul gleam,
et fine or lamplight in tbis picture, but a few

strange and shaggy figures, witb long heards

and turry garments, makiog these look veny

mucb like bears enect, 'vert scattered about
the foreground ; some watcbing tht distance

from a sand-hill, others strolling lislless by the
shore of the lake. hIt'vas a 'veird pclure, op-
pressive in ils %vildness.

1 Th;s is Sable Island in the Gulf ai Si.

Lawrnce,' said tht professer, 'and these
'vere, so fan as 've know, ils first human in-

habitants, certainly tht flrst European ones.
The second Vccerey af Canada, and the third
inciuding Catier, who tried ta colonize il,

brought eut, for Ibis purpose, a shiploadL of
convicts ; and as a pnecautiauary measure, be

tboughi, as he pas sed titis Sable Ilaud, that
hc would land tbere bis ' Fort y Thieves,' and

came back tonrtem wben he had estabIished
himself sately on the mainîand. Tht tonty

convicts 'vert by no means sarnv, ai first, ta
bc lefi for a time 'viere they 'vert, mouarchs

ot ail îhey surveytd, aud couid do just as they
pieased. There 'vert cattie on the islaud,
eiti there hy a Frencht baron years befon;,

aad there 'vert seats and 'vaînus -aud otter
besitues, 50 that there 'vas no lack etfenod.
There 'vere plenîy et blueheries, too, and

acres af craube: ries in tht grassy valley that
surdunded tht shallo'v lake lu the centre.

Sa, for a lime, they enoyed their treedoin,
and 'verry 'vwel content.

«'But tht mauths passed away ane hy eue,

and no gitam aio a distant sai met their
watching eycs. Tbey did flot kna'v wh-,
and began ta îhink xhey 'vert baseîy desented.
But thet ruth 'vas, that whien De la Roche,

b av:ng chosen a site in Acadia-ihat is Nova
bcti-aso bis 'vay bacir to pick op bhs

- Feity Tihîeves," a grcat siorm blew bise
s across the AAlantic ta France însttad, and

t ihere a duke, wbo 'vas bis cuemy aud a rebel
r against is king, shut him up in prison, and

kept irminiti for five ye.ans. Sa 'vînter came
d on with ils heavy gales and bitter cold, and

the men badl ta provide theruselvcs wth thei

5ý best shelter lhey cauid. They bnilt a cabin

out et tht timbers of tht wrecks an 1, for Ibis

ýy islaud is called 1'the graveyard ai tht sea.1
iS But soon thcy hailn wood ta light fines withl

aud îhey had ta cat raw flesh, and aften a time
learncd in lire il. Tbey ncpiaced thein 'vorn-

lx out cibthîg vit the shins of the creaturcs
r they kiled, an4co calected a great store cf furs,

:k whib chrnghl hc valuable soeaday. But

ly thene 'vas no law and ander amaus thera, and

I.every seau did what 'vas ngitint bis awL,

eycs. Sa quarrels arase and .înurders follow-
cd, and hy-and-by there were only twelve leit
out of itht tony ; men clothed in fox and seal-
skias, with heards grawn ta their waists, and
hair that hung in a m-itted tangle down their
backs.

1 At last De la Roche found means ta let
King Henry know of their desertion, and the
king sent a ship te seek thtm. Wben tllev
saw it outside their shoals, they shouted ànd
danced like madmen or wild animalr. Tbev
'vert taken bac-k te France wilb their btore of
fers. hich the greedv sailors ai first seireci as
plunder. But when thev were hrtuqht befnre
Henry, in ibeir strangee rotesqîne gatb, he
found out this robbtry, and made the plun-
derers restore their treasures. Saneof tbtm
evtutualIy went back te their island ta
speud the rest of their lives as trappers iii
the wilderness. There is no heroisin ta speak
af in this story ; but there is a lesson in it,
and that is, that men, te bc truly free, must
bc fret frem bandage ta tbeir own passions.

'And uow, the third scene is on the coast
of-wcll, it is se close te the boundary bc-
tween New Brunswick and Maine, that il is
difficulite tell which ta cali i, but then il 'vas
Acadia. This takes us ta a ne'v century. Ih
is Christmas, t6o4'
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Almoat. any eunny aftennouin there may
ho 8een in the fine 'voods eurrouuding an
ancient estate, near the little German town
o! FriedrichBruhe, a alightly stooped but
still massive figure, alawly pacing bacir sud
forth with a firm martial tread, thougli
nearly eigbty yeare have elapsed sinice that
figure was firat cradled aseoig the bille e!
Magdeburg. A huge boar-hound ini hie
sole attendant, and frein tinte Lturnie the
animal, as if wishing ta koep hie prosno
in mind, pusbes lis powerfui bead, net in-
sinuatingiy, but foreefully naainst the
rugged hand of hig master, and is invariabiy
rowanded 'itli an approving word in Ger-
man, spoken la a deep has-the voico o& a
mean accustorr.ed te be obeycd 'ithout ques-
tion. The doi's insistence causes the strol-
ler ut last ta turn parily around, sud as the
sunlight falIs full on the fratures 'va sea
whst a remarkabîc face iL is 1 Thick, aven-
hanigîng eyel)rows, bushy, straiglit acéoss
the rose, whilst a heavy cropped moustache
fails te altogether bide thre finin linon o! the
manih, and the chia in equarcness itstîf.
Na milk-and-water character this, ovident-
ly, aud those'decp-set, large, clear-blue,
German eycs nover looired into ather eyea
that did not droop bufore their steady gaze.
«IA big man with an eye like a tiger," as
hioncure Conway deecribed bie appeanance.
Eacb greatwnklre ef parchmentlikeekin an
that counitenance seemtobavea bistory,and
yet thoenmaininmpressionuwe carry away ie not
of age but o! strcngth-grim, carnest pur-
pose. Hie uniform, je buttoned np tightiy
ta thre tliroat,1 though the on suülewarnsd
ta the rcspect!ul salutations of chance
peasaunts ho returns a correct military sulute,
wbilst the bard linos an hie strong face re-
lax somewliat.Wu notice the few passera-
b y loak hack nt the gigantie figure, sud 'vel
they may, fer that atout fram n eOtto
Edward Leopaid, Prince van Bismarck,
the e-founder ai a gr6at Empire, thue mau
of biood sud iran, the one masten-apirit of
aur imes, if doughty deede are tests o! real

*greatuesa,une indced wbat ethor eau thene
ho.

New, turu ta anethen scene an, say, the
s aume aunny afternoon, but la a difierent

4 land-tbe land af Oid England. A bnaad,
? weil-kepi. iawn, with a noëd sucb as je onîy
s attained by yeara of clipping and culitiva
1 tion, atretebes away in front o!fsasmansion
1 with the deightfuily cosy laok ef an Eng-

Il ish home- Iu front o! thie comiortable
ahome je a littie group eeax.ed an the grass

znoundau ecasy chair, theoecccpaut of wbicb
in an aid man aiea. Hie eyes ana sbaded

esg that 've cannot tell wbat xanncr ai

n mnu ho inl>y titane eve-trntb!ul indicators
a! o the inner saul, but, an ho turne fram ane
totae ther of the littie group, andada
dresses thora with the easy, flSt4ral gestunes
of a born orator, instiuctiveiy 'wu tua and

e an ta bear that 'vanderful vo*ice. No
1-elacutionist eau imitate il., no art can im-

S5 prove il, for it le William Ewart Gladstone
Sb wbo ïe talking, aud these are hie ebiîdrer
t aud gadeilîdrcn grouped areûud bise, ana
a this ila lis ancestral home, Hawardcix
uL Casle. Vary tonderly, airnoat Adoningly

thoy tuck hie wraps about him, for thre
atitumu wvind le bleair, tbaugh the day in
aunny, and thie lenunota lifo ta bc- nnffed
eut before ite timo, for thies man lias played
groat parta in the worll, Imauy. of theni
rnarvollouely, mont of thora croditahly, but
alese soino of them-and those the very onces
wboeureal geniue vaesdly r"ded-very
indi(erently, if not badly. TL&au mnu lie led
for ye-r-atid ledeuccesfully-5 comaposite
party threughi the intricato mazea of Britishi
politics-nofle more intricate-and ceom-
velled obedience througli the aheer force of
hie own individuality. More diffleuit etilI,
this mean prsuaded-nay, forcd-an ag-
giesive wing of ighty meinhers ta turn on
their own great leader and rend him, on
that leader wvho bad firat tauglit thein howv
ta be formidable. Thera ie eearcely à groat
ovant, which has changed tho map of
Europe during the aset bal! hundred yoars,
that thie aId man in the eaey chair has fnot
been an actor in-and a prominent one at
that. Yet it je measurably certain that the
future Macaulay il not assign ta hise ane
of'the higlicat niches in history. He will
scarcoly ho bracketcd with CoSar, and Pitt,
snd Bonaparte, snd Bismjarckr. And why 1
Because ho has been a magnificently brul-
liant apostie of the croed of talk-palaver,
the native African callit-a£e opposed ta
action. No smau has eurpassed bim in word.
pyrotechnies, no leader han been lamer ln
action at critical turnes. If ail governimen.
tai difficulties could ho oxplained away by
RUlooth, easy speech, thon William Ewart
Gladstone would indeed bc the very
apotheosis of a heaven-horn etatesman.
But unfortuuately it jinfnot sa. As Bis-
marck said in the phrase, wbich lise stuck
ta hini ever 8inco, Ilmany of the ail-impor-
tant questions of the day arecfnot ta ho set-
tled by speeches and votes, but by blood
and iran."

It le not ta bc desired, liowevcr, that.
wero the votes of the Euglisb-speaking
people taken, nt the present turne, on the
question, Il Who is the greaaest man liv-
ing,"I that Gladstone would got a vaat
majarity. Naet alone in tho Britishi Isle.-,
but in the wbole Britishi Empire asnd the
United States, ho counta hie admirera flot
by thousande but by millions. Have 'vo
flot an lately, the ahsolutely unprecedent-
cd spectacle o! a doputation, represeating
the btter elements of Asearican life, vieit-
ing an ex-Premier of Grfflt Britain, aud in
the narne ef that nation, whicli loseà no op.
portunity ta manifeat their batred of overy-
tbing seonarchial, inviting the aged states-
sean to visit Arn rics before his death i
Not »long agao I aaked an advanced clams in
a Canadian school te write down the name
of the greatest man in the 'vend. and wben
their answcre 'vere banded ln, tbey ail bore
theosonme namo, and that namo was Glad-
Stone- Ho hansa0m?ànaged te maIre his
exit frein the pnblic stage in a blaze of ad-
miration-an admiration wbich it je hard
te find sufficient grounds for-nor eau I
bring mysplf ta beliove that thie falso
glamourw'ili bo cnduring- Hiamseatardent
admirer, I taire It, will not lay daima that
bis career han added strength ta bis natâon,
or increased tht> reepect. ef foreigu nations
for Eugisnd. No truc lever CE!aur izreat
Empire eau ]col:. back, witb any feelings but
those of humniliation, to the ime of the

1France-Prussian 'var, wben Rucsa takiug
advantage ofr that great strugglo, announced
in a blunt note ta Mr. Gladtone'a Gveru-
ment, that sire would bc no longer banna
by the Treaty of Paris -that traaty for
whicb England'a biodsund monney ad been
poured ont on tho shores of tho Crimes.

tNo's it picasant resding aven now ta sean
ever tire feebie desp.%tebes and protesta of

)Engiand àt that timo, and Rnania'ae airiy
;contemptuoue replies. Speaklng cf this iu-
icident snd ite hnndling 6y the Gladstono
1administration, Mn. Justin McCarthy-
f sureiy a fiendly citi-eaye:- Il .didIsn t e d ta ris t e co tora t th

D populanlty o! the Engiieh GovernuetWe
*do net know that thorea"vas anything better
a te do; 'o only say that the Governserut
àdeserven commiserâtion, -which ut an ima-

p ortant Enropean criais can do notbing
t. bettcn2' If thiswu auanexceptiona cas,.

e oae xigbt 1w inclinoda ta think thst mn.
a Gladstone wua simply unfertunato lu boing -
3 leader ut that t7ie; but 'vo find aluiost in-1
a varisbiy that iL 'vas duanug the terses of bis -
,,promiersbip that strong fareigu n ations toeb-i


