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IT would be a good thing if 4ll those minlsters who
sxchanged courtesies at the annual ecclesiastical meet-
ings had gracegiven them to act with professional
courtesy during the rest of the vear. To vote for reso
lutions In favour of brotherly love, and cheer the
deputations from other churches and then go home
and try to steal your nelghbour's sheep would be con-
sidered very Inconsistent conduct in 8 mera man of
the world, Yet such thiogs take place every
day. In small communities where everybody
knows everybody clse and where there are too many
churches for the population, thereis tao frequently a
regular rald kept up, on the Presbyterian churches
especially, duriog a time of religicus excitement.
During the last winter wa have heard of ssveral most
scandalous attempts at making proselytes of our
people. It bas more than onco eccurred to usto pub-
lish the names of 2 few of the offenders and give the
authorities of their own churches an opportunity of
ki >wing what some of their brethren are dolng In
£24r. of the towns and villages of Oatario. Of course
our contemporaries are quite welcome to publish the
names of any Presbyterian ministers that are found
gullty of suck affences. Tho standard of grofessional
morality is not nearly so high ameag certain classes
of ministers and so-called evangelists as among
lawyers, A lawyer who would use the means to take
business from a rival that are sometimes used to take
weak members out of the Presbyterian churches
would be disrobed.

ITisto be s-gretted that the overture anent the
change in the mode of electing moderators of As-
stmbly was uot brought forward o a full house., Had
such been the case these might, and ro doubt would
have bezn a discussion, and & discussion before mak-
ing such a changs was just the thing needed. A
college of woderaturs for the somination of a modera.
tor may be a very good institution, but we very much
doubt if the Church as a whole desire to take theright
of making nominations out of the hands of Presbyteries
and put it into the hands of the ex-moderators. A
step in that direction is not in accordance with the
trend of modern opinicn. It may bs so muck the
worsefor theopinion, but the fact remains alithezame.
The principal argument we have heard in favour of
the change is that the new moderator ‘slikely to know
befora hand of his el2cuon and *come prepared?
Prepared withwhat? A long elegam speech perhaps,
that at that time, on a hot June evening, nobody wants
to hear. With a year tc prepare, few members of As-
sembly could makeas suitable and happy an addressas
that delivered by the present Moderator, and Dr. Mc-
Larco {5 not by any means the most ready man in the
Church. It mustcerteinly be admitted that a mem.
ber who knows of his election, may be in a positionto
actwith more self-possession and dignity than one
who has just been elected after the excitement of vot-
irg. Thers are considerations cn the other side, and
the Church should have had both sides brought out by
agood discussion, The college of ex-moderators at
present conslsts e, Drs. Cook, McLeod, Jenking, Reid,
Mr Rae, MacV) ar, Cochrane, King and McLaren.

OUR good neighbour, the Dominsorn Churchmas,
after referring to some observations in a late article in
THE PRESBYTERIAN 5ays :

While here we congratulate our Preshyterian friends

on
their well and ably conducted Assembly, we followed its
deliberations closely and highly admire the talent and the

"1 will no doubt be sattled {9 due thno.  Patlence, for.

excellent spltit of wisdom displayed, Would that some of
our :aymen had ths head and heart as well as the church
loyaity and cultared expression of ion. Alex. Morrls ! We
truat the college difficulty will be ssttled by the founding of
a poble Presbyterian Uglversity for all Cansda. Whes to
that great enterpriss this strong, wealthy Church directs 113
ene we shall wish it God speed.

Thanks for your good witkes, Ths college difficulty

bearanco and Prosbyterlan commen-senss can setile

any difficulty in o faw years. But why should our

High Cbhurch velpbbuurs covet Mr. Morris? Me,

Morris {3 8 very good member of Asscmbly, snd wo
have other gaod laymen {0 the Assembly who might

bo as usefu) as Mr Worrls Uf they would come forward
and take a band at Church legislation. We have all
over thls country scores of elders who might make
thelr mark In the Assembly in a few years if thoy
would devote one teath of the timo to church work
that they do to business, or politics, or to municlpal
matters. But surely the CAurchman does not mean
to say that there Is oot any amout of good material in
the Eplscopal Church., With such men within her
pale as Dr. Wilson, Chief Justice Hagarty, Goldwin
Smith, tho two Biakes and many others, that Church
ought to make more olit*of its lalty. The root of the
difficulty is the divition betwsen * High ® and ¢ Low,”
If our Episcopal nelghbours would bring thelr differ-
ences, and unite In ona soli” phalank, ceass contend.
log about ecclesiastical guestions and rouss thelr.
peopls by tha preaching of the Gospel, they might be
the most powerful organization in the Dominign,

THE sermon of Dr. Whyte, befors the As-
sembly of the Freo Church of Scotland, is a
most practical and timely effort, His principal ob.
joct was to polnt outa great defect of the Presby-
terian_system, and suggest a remedy, or rather, re-
introduce a remedy provided by John Knox, Let the
Moderator describo the defect in his own words :

ust conslder how our slack and oblivious system works.
We traln a student to an exceptionally bigh mark or lter.
ary and theological scholanhlﬁ. He is sent out of our halls
th the best equipment for the ministry 1t ts possible for
our most able and learned men to give hin. He 1s called,
$ay, t0 a country pastorate. He is settled over ons of our
con tions, and the Church, as such, from the day of his
° tion, entirely looses sight of him, and ceases her care
over him. He is ordaised to do her work, the work of her
Lord, but shs never asks whether he is succeeding or failln
in the work her Lord has laid on herhand to sev doze, an
s potticn of which she has devolved on His young servant,
His failures or successes, his hﬂm hindrances, she knows
nothing of, He may have a , up-hill, cross-bearing
life, bot she koowsit not. He may be fighting single
banded, as a matter of fact, he often {s sgainst many ene-
mies, derdly epemies of hus, because of the Church and cause
he represents, but be is 1eft to fight It ont as bet he may,
Weaulth, rank, territorial, and evea higher influences may all
be banded against him. In a thousand ways he may have
to suffer persecution of the most harssing kind, and beyond
ttxhc dn!:l‘c of his family and personal friends no one ever
ears ofit.

If this is trus of a corapact little country Iiks Scotland,
where nearly cverybody is a Presbyterian, itis true in
athousand times greater degree of a country like
Canada, with a large territory, sparse population, and
2 hundred creeds. Dr. Whyte suggests this ag a
temedy . 3

Now, were our General Assembly to appoist annually,
asshe once did, select deputations of her very best men, her
best preachers, and most stiising evangelists, her most de-
vo lntelligcnt. and Hboral elders to visit and take counsel
with all Presbyteries and kitk-sessions. *mrtructing them to
spend a week or more in each district, seeing the most in.
fluential men in private during the day, and holding congre-

tional or evangelistic meetings at night, and preaching on

Sabbath—wrere these thl;ﬂdonc, not tentatively avd apolo-
getically, ard once in & generatlonas now, but with
authority and Tnﬂbmm and every year or two, the cvils
that would thus be obriated and prevented, and the good
that would thus be produced d be incalculable. The
visitors would become more intimately erquainted with and
interested in their districts, ous solitary minlsters would kave
a larpe and influential circle of stim and supporting
azquaintacces and friends, The remotest and mxlf;st €on.
gregations wonldfftd that th
membered part of & greag, &
Chusch.

A mavement of this bind wisely ang eathusiastically
curled out weuld do mors to stimulate struggling
congregatlons, strengthen weary and kard-worked
ministers, and give a greater impulss to Presbyterian.
ism and vital religion thas any movement that hes
over taken glece in Canada, Tho utter .isolation of
=sny of cur ministers and congregations unnerves
both, Many of them never 29 a reprosentative man
of the Charch untess he comes formoney. Who will
prepare himself oa this matter fecthonext Assembly ?

were a nised and ree
hhtcﬁr?.ﬁ,g and pational

FACTS AND FIGURES.

EACH yoar tho report presented by the Commlites

on Statistics is becoming mors complote, and
therefore, more valuable. In the way ol compieteness,
however, there is still much to be dealred. Whoever
may have to bear blama for this, {t certainiy 15 nnt tha
estimable and thoroughly competent Convener, who
has so long acd so worthily discharged the cverous
and laborlous daties entrustev to him, A reportcon.
tainlag seventy.soven pages,seventy of them tabulated,

implies an amount of closs spplication and patient

work that many woald not care to assume, {thas zise

to be borne in mind that tho returns aro received at

uncgrialo intervals up to the latest possible moment,

and many of thdse aro p ovokingly incomplste. in
tho cass of tha nes it report returns were recelved
til! within a few day , of tho meeting of Assembly, It
Is not n 2rely that dew.y in seading in returns makes,
the Convener's labours more irksomo, but renders
tholr regult far less satisfactory. Under the careful
and consclentious supsrvision of the-Rev, My, Tor-
rance it may reasonably be hoped that no long time
aay clapse before the complaint will disappear that
late returns and returns with tantalizing blanks Inter-
fero with what, in many respects, is ons of the most
interesting and valuable reports submitted to the
General Assembly. \

Varlous causes account for reports being lats and
lncomplete. Some aro disposed to place too low a
valus on Church statistics, holding that at best they
can only give an inadequate idea of true spiritual vi-
tality. The Committes on Statistics do not clalm
thattheydo orcanindicatethe powercfgodliness within
the Church, The report speaks modestly and bacom-
ingly on these points, It is, however, of tho utmost
importance that an accurate registes of the Church's
condition numerically and financlally should bo kept.
That degree of accuracy, now happlly within sight,
has never yot been obtained, but its attaloment i3
perfectly possible. With cordial co-operation and
rcasonable diligence {t might easily ba reached. Pas-
tors and congregations that cannot make the statis-
tical showing they desire, shrink from recordieg the
items that to them seem unfavourable. When thelr
work is judged by the bare figures, without a know-
ledge of all the circumstances, being so liable to be
misunderstood it requires a high degree of moral
fostitude to 6l {a numbers thet seem so zmall, 1t
should never be forgotten that, though figures tell much,
they do not and cannot tell everything, Oneminister
can marshal a fine array of figures; ancther, his
equal in intellectual ability, moral worth and spirituai
carnestness, can only present a lean and meagie
showing, and it would be a bharch and illogical infer-
eace to conclude on the bald evidence of the figures
alone that the one was, in the parlance of the day, a
success, and the other a failure. The one with the
fine financial showing may have a goodly heritage, a
congregation where a fine Christlan spirit prevails,
where elders and office-bearers cordiaily co-operats
with the pastor. His congregation Is favourably situ-
ated in the heart of 2 Preshyterian district, 1n suchcir-
cumstances it is easy and pleasant tofill in the retumns
completely aud in good time. The other may be In
a settlement where industry languishes, and the Pres.
byterian element is sparsely settled, Insuchaecasein-
crease i3 impossible ; dimination in numbers and §-
nancial strength is certula. In upholding a drooping
cause, that minlster is doing noble service, and it
would bs a manifestly inadequate judgment that pro-
nounces such a snan's work a failure.

The main causs of incomplete returns must be
charged to carelessness and procrastinailan, The
blanks are always issued 1n good time, Thke
interval adowed for the filling up seems long : they
can casily oe attended to, but the time slipsaway and
Irportant items bave to be walted for, and theproper
time is past. The cure for all this is sufficiently
simple. It is comprised in two vords : Bs punctaal,

Followlng the crder of the report presented to the
Assembly by Mr. Torrance, gratifylsg progress i{n
most cases is recorded. The number of pastorst
charges is this year returned at 753, an Incresss of
seven over those of last year, In vzcant chy
there is & decrease of six, the number given being 113,
There is an increase of elght misslen stations record.
ed, numbering 117, The number of stations reported
this year is 1,436, showing an increass of fifiy since
Inzt report. The Increass in the number of familles
reported is 134, with an increase in the number of




