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$asror AxD FROPLE,

ABQUT BOYS.

Soms one has sald that every boy Is, by nature, &
little barbarian, Supposing it to ba true, the differ-
ence between the Ill-bred and the well-bred boy is so
noticeable that we must conclude that he is quite cap-
able, at least, of becoming civilized.

Not long ago 1 accepted an invitation to visitan old
schoolmate who had five boys, whose ages ranged {rom
four to fourtcen, They were bright, wide-awake, and
thoroughly boyish, but I was impressed at oncowith a
well-bred alr abont them which made them very
agreecable,

Of course they plied me with questioas from morn.
log till night, and wearled me somctimes with thelr
nolse; for how could boys exist and be qulet? But
they were never rude or disrespectful, and the very
youngest, {f he chanced to josile my chair in his play,
or stepped upon my dress, would say, * Excuse me,
aunty,” as naturally as the older ones.  If they rushed
into the house to make some request of thelr mother,
their hats came off as by instinct, and they were never
canght saying “yes" or “no " or ! what?* to those
older than themselves, I watched them at meals,
where good manners are pretty severly tested, even in
grown people, and I found that there, as elsewhere,
a few things, were pleasantly but firmly nsisted upon,
Each one was taught to carry his food to his mouth

-with a fork or spoon, and not one left the table with.
out asking to be excused, or thought of asking till his
knife and fork were placed in order upon his plate and
his napkin folded. Now I know, by sad experieace,
that it is not an easy matter to train the average boy
to observe even such simple rules as these, but will it
not pay in the end? When be reaches the age of
young manhood will he not have cause for congratula.
tion that he was not left to grow vp awkward, unculti.
vated and ignorant of the rules of good breeding ?

Two boys were walking home from school one day
when they met a lady who bowed pleasantly to one of
them,

“Who was that lady ? ¥ inquired the other boy.

6 Oh | that was my mothcr," was the reply.

“Well} I think you're a funny boy to take off your
hat to your mother,” exclaimed the first speaker,

Funny -or not, it indicated ‘the difference in the
training of the two lads,

No boy will take kindly to wearing a stralght jacket,
and it is better to insist upon a few things which are
essential than to have a great many rules that are in
danger of belng constantly violated. Especially do
we want to guard agains: making the boys feel uncom-
fortable at home. The family sitting.room, with its
warm fire, cheery light, and ample table, around which
they can gather with their books and games during
the long winter evenings, should be to them the most
attractive place in the world, Here will be found
many an opportunity to teach them to bg polite and
kind to each otber, and when they go out into the
world they will not forget all the teaching, however
little they may séem to heed it now,

One.thing more, when a boy tries to do well, do not
forget to commend him.—Congregationaliss,

THE EFFICIENCY OF THE CHURCH.

The * Christian Leader” gives the following synop-
sis of a paper read by the Rev. James Wells, of Pol-
lockshields; at a receat Free Church Congress held at
Dumfries, Scotland : The Chburch, he said, hus always
been most eficietit vhen she was domg her supreme
work, and. spiritual efficiency is proved by the ubun-
dance of true Chrzistian fruit. The-end of Chrlst’s
Church is the salvation of men, to gather sinners into
Christ’s fold and build them up 1a every Christian
grace. An efficient Church will foster education,
humanize, refine, do something to secure civil liberty,
stimulate men to be industeious, and secure for them
the fruits of their industry-—it will secure every inter.
cst that can be dear‘to the heait of an enlightened
patriot. Prof. Humphry, at the Britisk Assocmxon,

said “the Scottish.people were the finest people on
the face of the ¢artn, physicaliy, meatally, and mor.
aily.” Mr. Wells placed alongside that statement an-
otber by Froade, who says that ©the Scotush Chusch
has nade the Scottish' nation.” He added that the

-soul’ 13 the map, all the rest Is wrapglog, garments,

. -surroundiogs; and.the Charch of Christ has to do
with thke soul, and to secure its interests is to secare all |

~

others. An efficlent Church depeads upon life, work,
and powor. A Churchis2fficientinsofaras Christ'slife
throbs, pulsates, grows Init. A dsficlency of Christlan
life explains the lack of efficiency in a Church. The
Church Is just ourselves and what wo like to make it,
What s needed is & more intense, pure, joyous—in a
word, apostollc life, It must also be free from
crotchets, hobbles, and eccentricitics of doctrine,
methed, and practice. Along with a great religlous
profession it must also be strong on the side of the
moralitics and humanities, so as to bo free from >
proach. 1a regard to work, there must be devoted,
activa service in the religious instruction of the young,
and bringing theinfluence of themembers of the Church
to bear on all classes of society. While a fow men
have exceptional power, all have somespiritual power
over others if the right way is taken, and each Is rg-
sponsible forthe use ho makes of the power he has,
‘This puwer Is only found among those who are in-
intensely evangelical ; and Mr, Wells said his tweaty-
one years' experience had convinced him that those
who lack this invariably lose power, heart, and hope.
Along with this we must have a large stock of human
sympathy, intense prayerfulness, and a spivit that en-
ables ﬁach worker to say, “1 belleve in the Holy
Ghost.

CWCERTAINLY I WILL BB WIT!H THEE.,

Neves, never so near
Asin the time of mbulatlon;
\When men's hearts faint for fear,
God Is our help, our sute salvation,

Never, never so true,

As when all else scems {alse acd vain,
When human friends are fevw,

Christ can our faith and hope sustain,

Never, never so dear,

As when our loved ones sick and die,
We feel Him drawiog near

And saying, ¢ Fear not—itis 1"

Never so strong to save,
As whea we own our ulter \vcakness,
The humblest heast grows
That leans on Him {n lh and meekness.
Saviour most true, most dear,
May grace to all our souls be griven,
To Anow and fee! Thee near,
Until we se¢ Thy face in heaven.

CROSSES,

What the woof is to the warp, crosses are to char-
acter. Without the former, tite Iatter is nothing but
Lmp lines of thread withont strength, without useful-
ness, withont susceptibility of being made beautiful,
But whon croszed by the woof it becomes cloth fit for
various uses, and capable of seceiving a finish and an
ornamentation which transforms it into a thing of
beauty.

In like manner a man's character islimp, weak, un-
reliable, and unattractive until it bas been subjected
to many tests and trials, These, like the woof, cross
and re-cross one'’s natural tendencies until résistance
to evil begets strength, endurance, growth and meral
beaity.

‘Why, then, should one fret against one's crosses?
They are painful, vexatious, hard to be borne some-
times ; but .what are these iils, which are kut for a
moment, when compared with the exceeding and eter-
nal weight of glory with which they areto berewarded
when the last one has been overcome? The brilliants
in one’s cternal crown will be the crosses of one's pre-
sent-life crystallized in the love and light of Heaveén,
—2Zion’s Herald,

REGULATING THE ELEPHANT.

Everybody had heard that the great elephant was
loose, and several families whose gardens he bad torn
up and whose boys he bndtrampled upon were certain
ofit. Theré was great excitement, and the town'held
a meeting todecide what should be done, They did
not want to extermiia bim, infact, many of them
did not believe they could cxtcxminatehim forhe was
a pretty big elephant. Besides, he was usc!u ia his
propes-place—in shows, in India and in story-books,

“ Qur best plan is to tfy and regulate bim,* sald an
éathusiastic speaker.
along the route we find he is going to take, and make
him pay--""

“ Yea but that leaves bim roaming round,” shrieked

"an old woman, “Aund I'don't want my boy killed.”

“ Keep your boy away from bim ; that's your busi.

“Let us build toll.gates all

ness. Why, madam, don't you know that an ele.
phant's hide and tusks are valuable for mechanical
and surgical purposes, and that he {s useful In India?
Besides, there’s the toll ho will pay, We ahall by thls
mears get money enough into the public treasury to
build schools for a good many boys wko are not
trampled to death.”

“That'stheplan, Regulatebim! Regulatehim!?
shouted the crowd.,

So shey appolnted a great many committees, and

* drafted constitutions and by-laws, and eirculated peti-

tions, and by the timo the elephant had killed several
morse boys and trampled down & quantity of gardens,
they had erected very comfortable toll houszs for the
gate-keepers and gates for the elephant ; and then
they waited in great satisfaction to ses the animal reg-
ulated,

Slowly tha great feet mmplcd onward : slowly the
great proboscls appeared in viatr 3 and, with a sniff of
contempt, the elephant lified the gatc from iis hinges
and walked off with it, while the crowd stared:afler
him in dismay,

 Well ! " exclaimed the keeper, catching hisbreath ;
 wo haven't made much money so far, but the regu-
latin’ plan would have been first rats if the elephant
hadn't been a ieetle stronger than the obstruction.”

The elephany’s name was whiskey,~Christian 0B.
server.,

DIME NOVEL WORK.

Pernicions stories of the “dime novel ” class con.
tinue to do their mischievous work. The latest
recorded victim was a New London boy, aged
fourteen, who shot himself during a period of
mental aberration caused by reading Sime povels.
Parents who hear of auch cases and fear for their own
boys usually wish that someone would kill the writers
and publishers of the vile trash that most boys read
when they can get at it ; but such wishes do not mend
matters in the least, for there'is no one to do tho kifl.
ing. The only antidote to the dime novel is good
reading matter that is not prosy ; there is plenty of it
mn the market, and fathers who do not see that thelr
boys are well furnished with it have only themselves
to blame if the youngsters are compelled to find their
own literature for want of a paternal supply.—New
York Herald,

MADE MEET FOR SERVICE,

Plant me where Thou wilt in Thy garden and let
me growas Thou wilt, Thou wilt notlrt me f241 of my
highest end. The barley must suffer r.ach from man,
First it is cast into the earth that {t may decay. Then
when it is growu up and ripe it is cut and mown down,
Then it is crushed and pressed, Just such a mantyr
is also linen or flax, It is plucked, steeped in water,

beaten, bashed, spun, woven into linen, which is agamn -

torn and cut. Afterwards it is used to bind up
wounds, Then it becomes lint, js laid. under the
pressing machines in the paper mill, and at last cut
into bits to beused for wnting., Thus man is prepared
in God's furnace to be known and read of all men as
His own child.—Luther,

DOING BENEVOLENT WORXK,

In dolng benevolent work one Ioves to witness gra.
titude in those ons benefits. Such recoguition of
kindness is to the chbaritable worker what a cup of
cold water Is to a thirsty labourer. But charitable
work is not.always, perbaps not genesally, thus re
warded. ‘Ingratitude s a common ‘characteristic of
thosz whose necessities are the fungi of their vices,
and thelr ingratitude is apt to be ds ice to one’s chari-
table affecuons.  Yet genuine charitable love will not
freeze in the breath of ungrateful réturn, because'it is
of the natare of that love which led the Mastef to dis
for His enemies, and from which flows that wonderful
long,suffering that moves Him to give this-sinning
world long spacs for’ repentance.

DOING S OMET HING.

41 see in this world g says ‘Rev, -John Newton,
Htwo heaps—one of hnman happlness and one of mis.
ery, Now, if 1 can take but the smallest bit from tbe
second and add it to the frst, I ca.rrya point, Ifasl
go home, a child has dropped a balf-penny, and'if, by
giving 1t anotber, 1 can wipe away its :caxs, 1 feel thay
I have done something. I should be glad, indezd, to
.do great things, bat 1 will not neglect su.t - Little ones
as this,” Theso little things are whax wo-can all do.
Are you daily trying to do:them?
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