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! The little Blackguards' School.

| Many of the readers of the ** YoutA’s  Ilis attempts and success in the
leny Gazette” have hcard of John;work of" education arose out of this
;l Pounds. There are few more remark. connection. When his nephew was -
i ablemen. He wasa stout, strong boy ' about five years old, he applied him.
! tili it en years of age, when he felljsell to fulfilling the office of school- -
‘' and broke his thigh bone, and other- master to him. After a time, he
| wise injured himself, so asto be a'thought bhe would learn better if he
cripple ever after. Being determin-: bad a companion ; he obtained one,
ied 1o do all he could to earn his then added another, and went on gra-
' bread, be betook himself to the busi- dually increasing the number; and
 ness of a cobbler, which afforded himn a ' found so much pleasure in the employ- ‘
| comfortable support. ;ment, that he resolved to extend the .
i About the year 1818, John Pounds same benefit to others whom he saw
. took vpon himself the care of a lit- around him, in that very populous and
"tlo deformed nephew,—the son of a!poor neighborhood. quite destitute of
! brother who followed the sea. The !instruction. The first addition to his
little fellow’s feet turned inwards, and charge was the son of a poor woman,
over.Japped each other, and he was who went about selling puidings ; her
. beside very feeble in body. ,homeless child, unable to accompany
! Having seen the iron pattens, with i her, being left in the open street, °
. which a neighbor’s child had been amid frost and snow, with no other
, provided by an eminent surgeon, he in- ' shelter than the over-hanging of a win- ;
“geniously contrived, by fastening to. dow, '
gether the soles of old shoes and hoots,,  As he became fond of the work of -
an imitation of them that effectually tuition, be gradually increased his |
cured the distortion.  This child be- numbers, until at leng:h he became !
came a chief object of his care and school-master-general to all around
affection ever afierward. He reared . whose parents were too poor or too |
bim; at a proper age put him appren. ! careless to provide them with other
tice to a fashionable shoemaker, and|schooling. His establishment ofien '
, they lived together till the end of his|averaging forty at a time, including |,
| days. ‘about a dozen little girls, who were I
— - - - . - ... '
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