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EXNTRACTS
From. the Fourth Annual Report: of the Board: of
Managers of [he Boston Prison-Discipline Socicly.
CONTINUED.
EXTRACTS FROYT THE REPORT OF TUE INSPECTORS OF
T AUBLRN STATE PRISON.
To the Jop.the. Legixlalure of the Stale of Neto-York.
The.inwpectors of the Swate Prison at Auburn, re-
spectfully reportii—t
That the expenditures for the: general support of*the pricon
during. the year ending the the SIst- day of* Octaber, 1828,
awounted, tq - . 983,571 &4
Duringthe same porind thero was
receivéd - . . - 936,908 81,
“T'o this may bo"added, in the hands

of the sgedt 3lat Oct, 1527, $2,433 29 @39, 367 20
Leaving 1a tho.haude of the Agent Slst  —ocmmeerme
October 1821, £5,795 36

Ou the first. day, of January last thera was . the treasury
a balance of a previous appropriatton for building, of $3,576

The Legislaturo last winter added 1o this fund, 23

And aleo appropriated for ‘ordinary repairs of the
prison, and for the expense of discharged convicts,

- 2,000

Making a fund for objects above stated, =  +  $7,376

‘This sum has been expended for, the purposes de-
signed, and was all duly accounted for to the cpmp-
troller on the'31st day of last October ; since whieh
the agent has' not only-paid all the ordinary curient
expenses for general support from the earnings of|
convicts, but also for the repairs of the prison und
appurtciances and the expense of discharged con-
victs.

On the.nighs of the 23d day of October last, an
alarming fire tiroke ott i o paint shiop in the north
yard of the prison, which was cotinected with alun-
ber and & wood shed. These erections were con-
tiguous to the north wing of the prison, and extend-
ed nearly its whole tength, and were placed in' thut
positior: {or the want of room. elscwhere.

Besid iming the buildings spoken of, with
their contents, the fire dcsti-oyetf most of the win:
dows and wooden frames of the north-winjy, and
shatiered to picces the frec stone window caps, starts,
and_sills, which had been injudiciously used instead
of lime stane.

The amount of damages which the Seat¢ hassus-
tained by this fire cninot -yet be accurately stared]
but considering the dircet loss of bnildings and other
materials, the interruption of husiness, and athercon-
scquential damages which are of an uncertaio cha-
racter, the Joss to the state will probably-be from
three tp four thousand dollars.

Contractors lost about two thousand dollars.

11 is, proper to rewark, that as the fire end
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“ The only place where the fi canbe

1

We therefore, in behalf of the public interest and

and communication with the male convicts pre
isa lurge smflc room in‘the uttic story of the south
wing, and the windows of which, even there, are
necessarily closed at all-se
nication with the wmale éonvicts,
wing is surrounded,

“Tlere there nre already: crowded "together more
than twenty females, of uli eges, colors,, and crimes,
without the means of disciphne or useful employ-
wment,

“ This is the outline of. a picture of human degra-
dation which. the imagination” can scarcely fill up td
the reality. |Alu}|f many more shull.be thrown into
p ) g

5-10 |
with which the emtive

this ¢ wretcl and-sin, phy as
well us moral death will e the inevituble conse-
quence.

¢ The undersigned represented to the late Gov,
Clinton the lamuatable condition of femule convicts,
aod the manifest and gross imprapriety of their ever

01 heing confined in the same prisou with male conviets,

and that distinguished statesman presented the sub-
jeet to the “Legislature in strong end forcible lan-
suage.”

We Lavealso heretofore .deemed it our.duty, to
speak of the aberal, notto say mjudicious, exercise of|
the.pardoning power, and wallnow only add' the fol-
lowing facts :— * .

In 1826 there were'86 convicts pardoned'in this
prison, the average number being 426,

la 1527, 43 were pardoned from an average num-
ber of 4765 and in 1898, 76 were-pardoned fiom an
average number of 538; mnking the-aggregate of par-
dons at tus prison i three yeurs 205, while during
the same period there were only 122, the “terms. of'
whose sentences expired.  Does: this exhibit the
prompt, steady, and untform, execution of: the'laws ?

The degree of health which has prevailed in this
institution for several ycar past, ,p{obnbl_v surpasses

safety; do respectfully but curnestly solicit, that.a
law.may be passed allowing the agens to pay the:
guard twenty-five dollars, per month, the same as the:
serjeant of the guard is-now puid, there being no suf
ficient veason for his receiving. more .than the rest,.
theie.dusies being equal,

~QO—

A SINGULAR LETTER FROM SOUTHERX AFRICA.
Communicited by Mr. Hogg, the Eitrick. Shepherd..

My Dear Friend.—In my last I related to you allt
the cir of. our settl * here, and the:
{rrmpcct that we had of & peaceful and pleasaat:

iabitation.

Inzruthit is a fine country, and.inhabited by = fine
race of peoplo, Tor thie Kousios, as far as I haveseen
of them, are u simple and ingenious race, and Cap-
tain Joh havin d the friendship and:
protection of their chief, wo have_lived in the* most.
perfect hnrn_:rgd{ with them, trafficking with them’
for oxen, for which we gave them iron and copper
in“exchange, the former beld in high estimation by
them.  But alas'! sir, sich a fato has befallen to me
since T wrote youlast, as I am syre never fe)l to the
lot of 2 human being. Aud'l am now going to re-
Iate to you one of thosa stories which, were.it to oc--
cur ju a' romance, would koned:quite out.of:
nnture; and béyond-all bounds of probability, so true
is it, that there are many thingsin heaven and earth
that are not dreamed: of in our philosophy. « |

You knew my Agues froni her childhood—you-
were at our wedding at Beattock, and- cannot ‘bat
r ber what an amiable and lovely girl she thew
was. I thought so, And'so did you, atleast you said
you never-had as honny a bride on yourkuee. But
you-will liardly believe that her beauty was ‘thes.
nothing in comparison with what it became after-
wlfda; and ‘whea she was 'xoiuienbou{ our new’

quy m the world of an’.cqual. of con H
the number of paticats confined to the hospital being
about onc.per cent., and the number of - deaths. one
and.a half. .

Of the nine deaths during the last year, two.only
were occasioned by tever, and three others were oc-
casioned by discases which the convicts brought with
them to prison, as will appear by a reference to the
physician’s report hereto annexed:

It is on interesting fact that there ave few: Indiun
convicts who can long endure fi without

with ou? little boy in her arms, I haver
gzv:ép- fancied that 1 rcver saw as. lovely a human,
ing. . ) .
* Bothatas it may, the chief Kareo came to ise,
ono day with his interpreter, whom le caused te.
make 2 long palaverabout his power, and domibion,.
and virtues, and'a great desire to do much good.—
Tlie language of th's fellow being a mixture of Ka|
fre, High Dutch, and Euglish, was, peculiarly ludi-
crous, and most of all so when, he coucluded with,

destroying their health and depressing thicir spirits.
To show tlic moral influgnce of this institution
upon the convicts, we refer with great satistuction to
1 1er Y |
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the lives of she convicts in their cells, they were atl
tahen out, and employed from :about widnight il

20 the tement concerning the characters
of discharged conviets, the ficis in which statement
have been collected with great labour and considera-

nearly sunrise _the. next g, in.supn 2 and
extinguishing the. fre.  No occasion could have so
fuvorably exfnbited the discipline of the. convicts,
without Wwhose exertions, it is feared, the fire could
rot have been artested jn its progress through. the
m.in buildings of the prison,

The most astonishing order was preserved, 20d no
escope or-attempt Lo escape was made.

It will be obsers ed that we have bad no fund.in the
treasury todefray the expense of repairs, -and.of dis-
charged convicis, ciuce the alst Oct, last.

Notwithstanding the ordinary as well ns.the above
mentioned extraordinary repairs that will be required,
the agent believes that no appropriatons.by the pre-
sent Legislature will bé necessary, and none.wil be
solicited.

On the first day of. January, 1828, there were
525 convicts in this prison, and.on the first day of
January, 1829, 570,

During the year 1828, there have been 174 convicts
recaved ; 9 have died, + have been discharged by
the expiration of their sentences, and 76 have been
p:mhmclfr

There are now as muriy coavicts as can be confiued
separately in the vorth wing; and 4t 13 scarcely ne-,
ecssary t0 state that the south wing was not drsizaed
for solitary confivemnent., The number of conviets
can it therefore be mereased here consistently with
their non-intereourse and correct-discipline, until a
new bloch of cells shall be cons'ruted, either Ly als
tening the south wing or othervise,

Ou the sabject of female convicis, much has been
hrrarofore said, atd sie will now pniy add to the fol-
lowiug extrac® from a themorial preseated to the last
Legislature by thesagent, the siplé remark, thiae
we conside? the provision til’m‘lcal'or foemale convicts
to e a blot upon the fuir chafacter of the. Stite.

ble exy

. The agens expressas to ns his acknowledgements
for the.able and cfficient assistance of the resident
chaplain, in preparing these two valuable documents,
as also for his discreet, fuithful, and bengficial ser-
wvices in his appropriate depattment.  The. Sabbath
School, which-is under lis general superintendence,
1s highly fluursishing, and embraces 125 scholurs,

On the subject of a rail-rond to conncect this prison
with the Eric Cinal, we cun only refer to the docu.
wents in the journals of the lust Legislature, and add,
that ayother year's experiénce hay fully ined the
views and facts therein presented.

In conclusion, we beg, leave.to invite the special
attention of the ‘Legislature tothe ion pait
to the subiordinete officers and" guard of the prison,
and more particularly to the Iatter. !

It is difficult for those who sre. not personally ac-
queinted ‘with the subject, duly to appreciate the
character. and services of these men. )

It is'not the mere duty of & common soldicr, that
our guard are required 0 perform.  The trust repo-
sed in them is of -an important character, requiring
judgment, fidelity, and vigilanée, Every night they|
have in charge the keys #f the wholc -institution ;—
and upon their honesty arid-watchfuluess depénd its
safety: from fire, from the :mocturnal ineutsions of
discharged convicts,. or-other: daring’ villians from
withotit. And-to'a certain-degree, the lives of offi-
cers and convicts are put in the keeping of the guard
they should therefore'be men - of - charicter; ‘having
families and a staké in sotiety;

And'is it-reasonable to suppose:that suck men éan
be obtsined for ‘@18 per' month, And-without the
least perquisite. in board or otfierwise: from- the pri-

won? Experience hax admonished us that'it cannot
be dope. A

7 g his lord’s desire to huye my wife to be.
his own, aud to give me in exchange for her four
oxen, the beit that I ¢ould chioose (rom his herd

As he made the proposal in presence of my wife,
she was so much tickled with ‘the absurdity "of the
proposed barter; and the manner in whirf:’ it was
expressed, that she lauglied immoderately. Karoo,,
thinking shie was deligfhted with it, eyéd her with a,
look that surpasses all description, and then caused’
his interpreter to make another palaver to her con-
cerning all the good things she was to enjoy, oné.of
which, was thut she was to ride upen an ox whose.
horus were tipped with gold, I thanked the great.
Karoo for his kind intentions, hut declared my inca-
pability to part with my wife, for that we were one
flesh and bload, and nothing could separate us but
death. Ho could comprehend no such tie as this.
All men sold their wives and daughters as they, liei-
ed, as I was told,—for that the woman were the.
sole property of the men. Ho had .bought many
women from the Tambookics, that. were virgins,,
and liad never given aliove two cows for any ' of;
them; and because he desired to bave.my. wife, he,
had offered me as uch for her as. would purchase,
four of thebest wives in.all the two countries, and,
that therefore I was bound to give her up to him.,
‘And when I told. him finally that unothing on earth,
‘couldinduce me to part with her, he seomed offend-
cds bit bisthumb, knitted his brows,and studiedlong;
in silence, always casting glances. at Agucs of great
pathos and Ianguishment, which were perfeeily ir-
resistible, and ultimately he struck bis. spoar’s head:
into the ground, and offéred wic ten cows and. a
bull for my wife, and a choicé Virgin 1o boot.
When this proffér was likowise declined, bosmiled
in dérision, telling mie I was the son of (oolishness,,
and that ke forefold’] should tepent'it.  Thiee times,
he went over this, aiid then he‘weut away.in high
dudgeod. 'Will you, sir, helievs, or will any person,
alive haliave, that it was possible [ could live 1o,
'reﬁm this 1’ ..

"My William was at this timo .cloven months old,

but was still at the breast, as [ never could prevaik



