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ivi1l doubt thoir having donc b, ad service to the
farrning comrnunity, or that flie more of them wve
bave tho bâtter it wvill be for us; but, considering
the size of Urncle Benny's audiences, and the general
lack of knowledge pervading thom, it rnay 'be
doubted wvhether Ibis lect..ures, delivercd sernetimaes
in the barn, sornotirnos on the rider of a worm-
fence, sornetirnes even whcn heing up wceds, werc
net quite as productive of good as many others hav-
ing not only jargor audiences, but greater proten-
iions.

Bis systein liad another advantage. The boys
alwvays wantcd to, sec the newspaper for thernselves
te, have it in their own bauds. This was exactly
one of the rcsults the old man wvas desirous of
bringing about, as thoy wec sure to read over the
articles lie had hirnself rcad aloud, besides studying
the rernaining contents. As lie bitdreat faitin the
value of agricultural papors arnong farmers' boys,
as well as arnong farmers too, he kept the boys sup-
plicd with ail the ronding of this kind they de-
sired.

Now it lxappcned, oddly cnou gh, when Tony Ring
said lie wanted io give up farniing and go to the
city, that Unele Benny had that vcry wcek been
reading an article in a newspaper wvhich spok-e about
farniers' boys rushing into it. The old man, being
equally eppoed to, thecir miaking sucli a change,
laid it down to Tony very plainly indeed. Rc told
him, the idea w'as absurd; that lie didn't , knowt what
wvas best for hirn; that lis great ivant wvas to Iearu
te, bc contcnted wlîere lie iwas, and to wvait nntil lie
iwas at least fivù ycars older and -%viser before hie
thougît any more of cbanging. Then, by way of
sottling the niatter, lic drcw the papor from, bis
peeket and rend as follows:

IlThe very worst thing a country boy can do is
te lenve the farrn and corne te the city, in hopes of
doing better. Yet they corne here every 'week by
dozons, giving up good placcs wlcrc tlcy are ivell
takecn cure of, and piteli in arnong a crowd of
strangers who tak-e no notice of thecr, or give short
answers wvbcn they are applied to for -a situation, or
even a srnall job. They take it. for grantced thut
there is always plcnty te do Icre, and that it is an
easy thing te get a situation in a store or counting-
bouse, -where there is littie to do and good pay for
doing it. They sec tînt tho clerks and shop-b1.oys
wvlo sometirnos corne among tlora in tho country
are well-dressed and srnart-lookilig fcllows, witl
plenty of inoney in their pockets, wvhicl thcy spend
as freely as if thero was ne end te, itý-gunning3
boating, hiring carniages te drive the girls about,
&e. They think that these srnart clcrks mnust have
a capital life of it in the city. They ulso new and
then lecar of a peor country boy who went inio a
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city store and mnade a fortune in a very short
tirne. Thus tley ket toecnvying thc life of the towu
boys, and are uneasy and restless until tloy make
the trial of fiuidhàg out how difficult, and dangerous
sucli a life is. Thcy sec only the bright side of the
picture.

"'But al these boys are greatly inistak-en. It
may look very genteel and easy te, Btand behind a
counter and do nothing but mensure out goods, but
iV is close and confiniug labor nevertlîeless. If it.
is cleaner workç than scraping up a barn-yard or cur-
rying doivii a herse, it is net haîf se, wholcsome.
flesides, it is net an. easy inatter te get a situation
in a store. Our city is ftill ef boys bora among us,
ivhose parents find great difficulty in ebtaining
places fer thern. Many of these: boys go inte, stores
and officeý» without getting a dollar of pay. The
privilege of being taught liow te do business is con-
sidered compensation cneugl-they actually 'werk
for nething and find theniselves. Our store-boys
lave ne tirne for play. Thcy have ne green fields
te leok ut or ramble ever, nothing but dust, and
inud, and lot bricks, ivith quite as mudli real bard
Nvoik as the country beys, only it is of a difforont
kind. V/bat bo, of the nîghit spirit weuld dosire, te
cerne bore and mcrcly rua of sbep errands all day,
learning nothing but hew te, go about town, when
hoe could stay in the country, sure te Icaru how te,
get a living? ]3osides, a bey here is surreunded.
by texuptatiens te ruin, and the poorer ho is thc
more certain are tlicy te, lcad him astray. Where
one sudh dos well, thore arc two who tura eut
thieves or vagabonds. We say te yeu, boys, stay
on the fanms wbcre you are. If yen are determined
t:' cerne, den't cerne witllout yen bave serne friend'
boere whe will receivo you into his bouse, provido
yen w~ith employ-ment, and. tah-e care of yon. But,
anyheow, wait tili you are older, say twenty-one at
least. Thon, if yeu den't think botter of it yen
Nwill be somiewhiat able te figlit yewr -waye forhere
there is nethin g but fighting,11

As thc o]d ma read this very doliborately, the
beys listened with the utmest attention. "There!'-
said le, wvhen lic had finished, cithat- rman knews
-%vlat ho says. Ho elives in the city, and nnderstands
about it. Yen sec that ho advises yen exactly as 1
de."

This unexpectcd confirmation lad a poworful
-effeet on the minds of aIl the boys. It npplied so
directly te Teny's case, as te mako ui thinik dif..
ferently of tho chances of a city life. As usual, ho
wvanted te sec the article fer !liinsolf, and, bogin-
ning to read it aloud te the othoýr beys, the old mian
loft thc barn, thinking that a little frco conversa-
tion on. tIc subject araong themuoelvos -weuld do ne
barra.


