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"Natture's Diary," cornpiled by Francis H. Allen. This is a
nêat 16nio. of about i90 pages of letterprcss, as miariy, dated
blank sheets, and eiglit illustrations. Thle extracts are nature
pictures froni the wvorks of Tlioreau, Burroughs, Torrey,
Bolles, Sylvester, Hawtliorne, Hlines, Lowvell, Wliitticr,
Emerson and others, and the blaniks are for the purpose of
rÈcording the first appearances of birds, flowcrs, ani sinillar
natural objeets. The outlook of a book of this kind, from flhc
miiddle of Deceiîiber tili tlîat of Marcli, is îlot very lively.
Snow cau be cliroîiicled, and blizzards, and silver tlîaws. The
English sparrow is alw'ays in evidence in cities and towns, and,
in the couiniry, stray partridges, liares, nîiuskrats and squirrels
niay caîl for record. But it is ai long wvait for the first crow,
and, tlîereafter, for flhc robin and the blackbird, the sonig spar-
row and the starling, thiat couic in wvitl the newvts and bull-
frogs, with flic willows for Paini Suiiday, the blood-.roots, and
liepaticas. After theni, animal and vegetable life pours iii

fast and furious, and tlhe (liarist of nature *%v1îo is observant lias
,a, busy tinie of it. Mr. AIlen's book is an excellent one for a
country parsoîl, vlia bias profited by lus botanical aîîd zoologi-
cal stu(lies at McGill or elsewlicre, to record luis observations
in, auid by w'Iicli to cultivate a love of nature. Drs. James
Haniliton and Hugli Macmilîlan are t-wo of îîîaîy successful
mnisters wlio have mnade the wvorks of the Creator subservient
to tlîeir life work, teaching lessoîîs, like tlîeir great Master.
froin the liles of the field ani the fowls of the air. Thelî Cania-
(hall poct also wvill find iii " Natturc's Diary" ample nuaterial,
suggestive and descriptive, -for luis Muse. Mr. Allenî (raws
largely on Thîoreau, vhîose books 1 read nîany years ago. Yet
1 do not now remeniber, wlietiler or xîot it wvas lie wlîo told an
ancient lady of Mainue tliat lie lived in Boston, and wvho received
for -ausmier the enquiry, " How~ ean yôu bear to live so far
away ? " Neithier of M\,essrs. I-oughton, Mifflini alîd Co.'s
books is tlicoiogical, but eachi of thuein nay be lcpful to the
tlieologian. I pity tlie congregation wv1icli lias to listen to a

maîî whio reads notlîing but tlîeology.
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