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the contrary, the sanie liniguistic features as the Arabiani naines

of the second imilletniiin before Christ, and are cntirelv (lis-

sirnilar to tiiose withi whicli we are l)roughit into relations

<luiringc the tinirs of the Captivity andl of Ezra.

Wlietlier ail thecse conclusions shial 1e found tenable or not,

it iS (mite evi<lent thiat thiev open Up a iiemr period ini the dis-

cuission of tliis intricate question. Mie are sti)l far froin ihaviiîg

heard the hast word, and it is not safe for anyone to assume

tliat the resuits of literary criticism are beycnd question. We

iinay yet hiave a tlîeory whicli will hiold fast the Ihistorical char-

zazcter and( contemîporaneous origin of the Pentateuchi, whihe at

the saine tinme it gives reasonable explanation of the literary

l)ectlliarities whiicli are undoubtedhy perplexing. An original
andl unique attempt at suci a theory lias been furnishied by
Klosterniann in a recent work on the Pentateuich. i-Is view~
is thiat tliere w~as an orig-inal M1osaie Pentateutcli containimg the

nucleus of the legishation and of thîe history hotlu, but thiat

variations in tlîis arose froni the multiplication of copies ini the
differeiît schiools of Jewishi tliouglit %Nlîicli were more or less
in antagonisni, and that our present Pentateucli is sîiply the
result of Ezra's attemipt to liarmionize thiese <iffcrent recenl-

sions witliout seekiug to deci<he betw~een thein. This wvould
explain the peculiarities thiat now appear ini it, and at the sanie
timie preserve its essentially M\,oE;aic cliaracter. It is not iii-

probable that alongr soine such uine as tliis the ultiniate soliMtioii

of the probleni miay be, found.
II.-Pa'-ýssinig iiow froin the Pentateuchi, we find a soniewlîat

siillar controversy as to thîe correctnless of the receivcd Jewislî

history at a niucli later period. viz., thiat of the building of the
second temple on tlîeir return froni the Babylonian captivitv.
According to the Book of Ezra, the fe-andations were laidIlni

the secondh year after the rettîrn during thîe reigu of Cyrus.
tlien iliterrupted by the nmachinations of their jealous iieighl-

bors, and resuiiie<l only sixteen years later in thie reign of
Darius. As long ago as i867, Prof. Schiràder, then ini

Zurichi, called attention to thîe fact thiat thîis statemient


