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FAITHFUL CAPTAIN.

% Mary Broucz was a Sootch lassie who
Blived with hor Uncle Robert, in a little
cottage almost hidden liz the rugged hills
gthat surrounded it. or years he had
eon gardener for the gentleman at the
castie, and, though his wages wero not
l larze, he was thrifty and industrious, and
earned a veYry fair living for himself and

wife.
# In his way he was kind enough to Mary,
diut he was not fond of children,
and the poor orphan sadly missed
Bthe love and tenderness that had
been lavished upon her in the
littla shepherd’s tent, where she
and her father had spent so many
happy days together.

But his lack of affection for her-
self did not wound her half so
much as his unkindness to her
faithful Captain, who for years had
tended her. father's flock on th
8 far-away mduntain side. .

Though her aunt was not very
fond of dogs herself, she sympa-
thized with Mary, and once when
heér uncle kicked Captsin out of
the doar, she remonstrated with
g him and reminded him that it was
il not good policy to makean enemy,
= evgn of ado%.

;) eaple called Robert Bruce a
i moderate driuker, and usually he
¥ did manage to keep a level head ;
M but there had been times when
& he- had taken a drop too ‘much,
§ and disgraced himself and wife by
k coming home from the inn with an
 unsteady step.

i The day before Christmas was -
k cold’'and stormy, and after dinner -
Mr. Bruce started to the village
for the weekly mail, taking with
him the little brown jug thst had
been, hisa companion on 80 many
B trips before. He lingored looger
® at the “Red Cloud” than he in-
% tended, and the *'good cheer” in
- which he had indulged so freely
§ was beginning to tell on him, even
¥ before ho took the homeward road.

The ‘storm increaséd with the
evening, and before he was half.
way home, one of those fiorce
B blizzards peculiar to mountainous
g regions was full upon him. Had
his brain been clear, he might h:ive
managed to keep in the bridle.

“along ‘the mountain ridge ;
.but with his head swimming round
and round, as it was, it was a very
oasy matter for his staggering steps
to fallc.out of the ten way.
i f‘hor an hour g ﬁ;otr;, l;hndfe‘du by
3 -the sharp pricks of the fast-falling
& sudw, he wandered beck and forth
in sight of the old castle on the
hill, ‘and then, not knowing that
the mumbness creeping into his
. weins weant death, hie lay down in
'the snow-drifta right across the
. m and here an hour later

ithfal- Captain found him faat
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Mary had her slesves-yollad up,
washing the ‘supper-dishes, when the dog
X o the kitchen, and catching
her by her dress, tried to pull her towards
the door. She knew from his manner that
208, itd

tho best way you can. Ho is no friend of
mine.”

Mary tried to coax him to nssist hor in
arousing the slogper, but the dog was
obdurate, and it was not until her aunt
arrived that they succeded in gotting the
man on his feet.

After Mr. Bruce was himsolf again, and
had listenod Lo his wifo’s story about the
dog's reluctant kindness, he said with
much foeling, ** You wero right, Susan;
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it is not good policy to make an enemy,
even of a dog.”

After that day, both Mary and the ‘Cap-
tain found s true friend in Robert Bruce,
and nothing that he could do for the com-
fort of either waa ever forgotten or left
undone. Mo learned another lesson, too,
from that night’s experieice, and that was,
that 3 man cannot be & moderate drinker
slways, and satisfied with the failure he
had made, the liu]obrown‘gug was

cleansed and labelled < Mis-
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A NEW YEAR'S MOTTO.

mouth went all tho bits that had formerly
found their way into tho inn-keoper's
pocket.

HUMOUR IN THE SCHOOLROOM.

J. L. Huanes, Public School Inspoctor,
Toronto, tells a number of stories of Cana-
dian school lifo : R

“ Who wero the {oolish virgins?*’ brought

-

tho answer from & wise little girl—*‘Them
as didn’t get married.”

** Boye,” said a teacher, **can any of you
quote & verse of scripturv to prove that it
is wrong for a man to have two wives1”
He paused, and after a moment a tright
boy raised his hand, **Well, Thomas,”
said the teacher eneonngingli. Thomas
stood up and said solemnly : ** No man can
serve two masters.” The questioning ended
thore.

History and scripture were never more
thoroughly mizxed thsn by the boy wiw

wrote: ‘ Titusa was a Roman Emperor—

supposod to have written thoe opistle to the

Hobrows ; his other nuamo was Qatos.”

a Hero aro & few anawers culled at rame
omn :

** A circlo is a round straight line witha
hole in the middle.,” *Things which are
equal to each other are equal to anything
else.” ¢ In Austria the principal occu
tion is gathering Austrich foathers.” ‘“The
two mnost famous volcanoea iu Europe are
Sodom and Gomorrah.” * Climate
Insts all the timo, weather only a
fow days.” “Mm.Bmwningwroh
poetry to the pottory gesse.” This
was not complimentary the Portu-
guose nor to tho teachor's mothod
of tcachiu;i literature. **The blood
isputrefic l in tholungs by iuspired

A poor Loy wan asked, ‘* What is
a gentleman1” A follow that
has a watch and chain,” ho repliod.
*¢ A demagozuo is a vessel contain.
ing beer und other liguids,"—not
far astray.  *“ Tom, usc a sentenocs
with responsibility in it.,” Tom
said : ** When ono suspender but-
ton is gonie there is a groat deal of
responsibility ou the otlier onv.”
“Givo mo the future of drink."”
“Prosent, he drinkn; future, he
will bo drunk.” < The plural for
pillow 2*° = Bolster.” ¢ Comparn
HL" 1, womse, dead.” This re-
calls tho answer of tho boy who
said : ** Masculine, man; feminine,
woman ; neuter, corpso,”

*Who was the first man 1* asked
a Chicago teachor. ** Washing.
ton,” promptly nnswered the younyg
Amsrican, **No,''unid the teacher,
¢ Adam was the first man.” ¢ Qh,
well, T suppose you ave right,” re.
plied the undaunted patriot, **if
you refer to furiners.”  **How did
that blot comne on your copy-bouk,
Sam 1 f think it iz » tear, Misy
Wallaee. It must have boon a
coloured boy who dropped it,*
sugrested  the reflective Samuel,
¢ \What made the Towor of Pisa
Jeani?"” *‘The famine in the land."

** Now, children,” said tho teach-
er, “*wo have gone through the
history of England. Tell me in
whoso reign would you five if you
could choose for youmself.” *1In
the reign of King James,” waid
philusophic Alee, ** becauso T read
that education was very much
neglected in hic time.” *“If you
wish to be goal Jooking when you
grow up you should go to
ealy,” was the advice of & Iady
teacher to her claws in hygicue,
Irabel rather rudely vontured to
say in reply: 1 "spect you sat up
late when you was a girl.”

Mr. Hughos concludes his paper
by the fullowing xuggestion :

Tho humour of the schoolroom
is too valuable to bo lost.  Every
teacher should record the humours
ous answers aud amusing inc-
dents in connoction with her class.
Teachers® Associations should appoint re-
corders of humour, to whom agl teachers
should send tho nerry sketchies of their
schoalrooms.
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A Jupar, in crossing the Irish Channel
one stormy night, knocked against s well.
known witty lawyer, who was suffering
from sea-xickness. *Can I do anythin
for you?” said the judge. *¢Yex,” g:‘rs
taa sea-sick lawyer. **Y wish your Jordahip
would over-rule this motion.”



