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8  Wgat the brre is to the Aral, the,
B ame) to the desert travelior, or the

8 OANUE LIFE 1IN TBE GREAT
' NORTH-WEST,

B dog w0 the Eeyaimaus, the birch-bark |

fI caoe i to the Indian. The forests,
slng the river thores yield all the

miterials requisite for ita construction ;I

oedar for its ribs; birch-bark for its)

! outer covering; the thews of the,

juiper to sew together the separate

plices ; red pine to give regin for the,

H samp and czevices. 1

1

“ And the foreat life is in it—

All ils mystery snd magic,

Al the lightnees of the birch-tree,

All the toughness of the cedar,

Al the larch’s supple sinews,

Like a yellow leaf in antumn,

Liks a yellow water lily.”

N During the summer season the canos '
lsthe home of the red man. 1t is not:
@y a boat, but s houss; he turnsit’
® over him a8 a protection when he:
cmps; he carrdes it long distances!
oter land from lake to lake. Fraili
beyon'} words, yet he lcads it down to
the watm's €¢dge. In it he steem!
kidly out into the brosdest Iske, or'
prddles through wood and swamp and !
rtedy shallcw. 8ittingin it he gathers'
his harvest of wild rioe, or catches ﬁah,:
ot gteals upon his game; dashes down
tto wildest rapid, braves the foaming!
Uerent, or lies like a wild bird on the!
BN hcid waters. While the trees arel
B fStten, while the waters dance and!
L &\xkle,and the wild duock dwells in!
R the gedgy ponds, the birchbark canoe!
I i2the red man's home, !
B  And how well ho knows the moods'
g of the river! To guide his cance’
} throngh some whirling eddy, to nhooti
*mp roaring waterfall, to launch it by
e edgo of some fercely-ruahing!
8 {xyent, or dash down a foaming mpid,'
B i to be a brave and akilfal Indian. !
S T man who does all this, and does it!
S i), must possess a rapidity of glancs, !
§ 2 power in the sweep of his paddle,!
B 3% a quist consciousnees of skill, not!
Stained save by long years of practice,
e An exceedingly light and gracefnl
R caft is the birch-bark canoe; a type!
i %speed and besuty. 8o light that
8 Go man can essily carry it on his
R shculdess over land where a waterfall
’ cts his progzess; and s3 it only
B saks five or tix inchesin ths water,
8 fow places are too shsllow to float it.
f In thia frail bark, which messures
Rywhere from twelve to forty feot)
SR Jwg, and from two to five feet broad
8 {2 the middle, the Indian and hisj
B Qunily travel over the innumerablo,
Lkes and rivers, and the fur-hunters,
Prsas their lonely calling, i
SR Canoce travelin the Fur Zand pre-|
PR uts many plotaresque phases. Just,

i

as the first faint tinge of coming dawn , of bLesauty, some changing scone oflbow —the important sest in the'manage
steals over the east, the canoe is lifted | lonely grandeur. The canoe sweeps,mont of the canoo-rises upon his
gently from its ledge of rock and laid | rapidly over the placid waters; now knees, and closely scans the wild eceno
apon the water. The blankets, the Luffets with, and advances against, the before attempting the ascent. “lnking
ketile, the guns, and ail the parapber | rushing current of some powerful river, down again, he seizea the paddle, an

nalia of the cawp, are pinced in i, and | which seews to bid Jdefiance tu further pointing significantly to @ sertain s;0t
the swarthy voyageurs step lightly In. | progress, again, is carried over recks in the chaos of bolling water be”re
All bas one. He remaing on the shere . and through deep forests, when syme him, dzshes into the stream. Yard by
yard the rapld is thus sscandod, some-
, times ecarcely gaining a fcot a minute,
,again advancing more rapidly, until at
,last the light craft floata upon the very
,lip of the fall, and a long emooth piece
.of water stretches away up the stroam,

Bat it the rushing or breasting up a
rapid is exciting, tho operation of
shooting them in a birch bark canoe is
doubly s0. As the frail birch-bark
nests the rapid from above, all is quiset.
Tht most akilful voyagexr sits on his
heels in the bow of the canoe, tho naxt
bert oarsman aimilarly placed in the
stern.  The bowesman poers straight
ahead with a glance like that of an
cagle. Tho csnoe, seeming liko =
cockle-ghell in its frallty, silently ap-
proaches the rim whers the waters
dissp from view. On the very
edge of the elope the bowaman saddenly
stands up, and bending forward his
head, peers esgerly down the eddying
rush, then falls apon his knoes agai
Without ing his head for an
| instant, the sentient band behind him
|signals its warning to the steerwman.
{ Now there is no time for thought, oo
eye is quick enough to tske in the
rushing ascens.  There are
currents, unex bac
n;d eddies and wmt;hrnmch rough
and jagged, smooth, slipper; and
polished—and through all this tho
cance glances ike an arrow, dips like
s wild bird down the wing of the
storm.

All this time not a word is spoken,
but every now and again there is a
quick twist of the bow paddle to odgo
far off some rock, to pat her full
tbrough some boiling billow, to hold
her steady down the elopo of some
thendering chute.~- Hethodist Magazine
Jor June,

ALWAYS8 A POISON.

Yzaxs ago an aged and eminent
tan said: “ I thero is & particle of
depravity in & man's heart a glam of
brandy will find it out and stir it up.”
And what ig true of brandy is truo of
alcohol in every zbspe. From thee
time of Ncah till this day its offecta
have shown that it bas an affinity for

SHOOTING A Rarip.

to steady the batk on the water, and | foaming cataract bars ita way. Witb.
keep ite gides from contact with the,abmﬁngb:eﬁzothmmhupontbel
rock. The passanger takes his placein | ear the rush and roar of water; Qndlthevorstpsmdonrmm.m Henoe
the centrs, the outaide man sprioga, the cunoe shoots toward a mmblmg've cannot be too carefal in

gently in, and the birch-bark canoo, mam of spray sud foam, studdod vith'young people against it Strong driak
glides away from ita rocky resting- | huge projecting rocks which gark a is cvecywhere and always a poison,
place. river rapid. A3 tho canoe spproaches | Lot us firmly resclve that we will bave

Bach hour roveals somos nsw phase tbofoamlngﬂmd,tbewwintbolmthlngtodovitbit.




