
THE TRUE KNIGUT.

UNVf~1LNGOF MONUMENT TO THE MEM-
ORZY ()F JUSTUS H-ENRtY ItATI-II3tUNE

AT LITICA, NEW YOPIK.

On the 2ti day of July, 1S99.

M7e liave muchi pleasure iin reproducing the
mcn.gificenit speech dclivored on that auspieious
occasion by tire Supreine (lianceelor:
Mr. Chiairnian, Brethuren, Ladies and (Qenitieien;

No duty bas devolved uI)of nie as Supriîne
Chancellor, more significant and, at the saine
time, more pleasant, than that w'hich 1 now
perforin, on behialf and in the naine of the Su-
preme Lodge Knighits of Pythias, la officially

rcii fror.. the hands of the Commlinttee this
splendid emnbleniatic %voi-Iz of art, and te that
Oornmnititee- 1 desire to express, in the name of
the ýSupreme Lodge a.nd the Order in general,
our thanks for their untiring and unselfish
efforts in bringing about this magnificent resuit.

There is a legend ainoîîg the dwellers by the
]Rhine, that on one night in every year, we
the nioon is at the full, the great Inîperial
Cha.rles emerges fro-in his tomb and again visits
the scenes hie loved on earth. )Then the nioon-
beanis faîl on the noble river and tli.ng froin
ba,xik to bank a bridge of liglit, upon that bridge
cef inoonbeams the monarch w-alks, caiiing down
a benlediction on ail the Gerrnan land. He
blesses the earth, the corn fields, the cities, the
toýkvns, tlie hailets; hie blesses -the sleeping peo-
pie eof thern ail, and, his loving, miission ended,
hie softly and silently returns to his î'esting
place ln La Chapelle. What a beautiful legend!
.And, no doubt, the tradition is looked upon as
true by many of the devoted people of that
couintr. But if it could be that the read mniglit
ag:a-n live-if it -w'ere possible for those who
have passed away to retura, even in the spirit,
to the scenes that engrossed their attention
ivhile in life-we miglit hope that the spirit of
Btat-hbone, the founder of the Ordêr of Kig-hts
of Pythias, is hovering about this assemblage
to-day.

Granite and bronze structures are not ali-ays
niecessary, nor do they, to any great 'ý-xtent,
perpetuate the nernory of those in whose honor
tlie3, are reared. Thiis monument, hoxwever, bas
significance and value, as showing the senti-
nient of love and respect of almost a, haîf mil-
lion of miea for the mani who first launelhed this
Pythian barque, and in its infancy shaped its
course so that it finally rode successfullv un
tihe W&\'es of popular appreciation, to pros-
perity.

The humanr society of to-day is large'y w'vhat
-bas corne down to us through-. the influences of
the past; we m.ust be, so to speak, thle scholars
(if the DasL and the teachers, of the future. A
nan dies, but bis influence does not die; an
eritire zgeneration dies, but its influence lives
to cut'Se or bless the living gerreration. Martin
Luther d.ied in 1546. but the Heforîîa.tion !l-
augurated by hlmi is a living power for good
to-dlay. Robert Railtes lias been dead aimost a
('ejiturY, but lie lives in the Sabbath, Sclîools of
the Nvorld. Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, Gar'-
field, Conkling, Sumner, Grady and Grant arýe
dead, but their exanîple, and what thecy did, wvill

live foir ages. Rntibone is dead, bu~t the caus(
lie inaugurated 35 years ago, la the establisli-
nient or the ICiights ot Pythias, ite mardhing
oti, and year, by ycn.r is gathering more and
mor'e s.trengtlî, and wvill continue te, do so, wve
hope, for aIl turne.

The founider hiad disappoiiitnents. Do. you
iirow of any wvho have escaped thern? They are-
tiie comnion inheritance of the hunian family.
Tliose, however, wh*Io inr this liie nîcet disap-
I)uiftineflts anrd survive them, are the ornes, ýwh
are strong and whose achievements stand out
rii bold relief as an incentive te. those who shah

foi!luw; but success or failure cannot diininishi
the glory that is accorded Rathbone in tli-'
liearts of those iv-ho to-day are, carî'ying alut t
tihe banner of Pythian knigh-tlood ail over thu~
Supreme Doniain. Did lie errl 1-e îvould not
have been huimnari vere it not su. In this lifu
ii, mnan is infallible, but 1 firmly believe tirat
e'»,erýywvîere ia the ranlis ut our brotherhood
tirere ivili nut be found a single individual wvh.)

wIInot agree wvithi me in, saying, "The grave
buries vvery error, cuvers every defect, %vipus
a\ ay every resentrnent, and froin its peaceful
bousoin !springs nuthing but, fund regrets and
tender recollections."

WVebster telils us that a monumenît is arlyth-dn-
intended to renîind; something ivhicli rernains
or stands to keep in remembrance what is past;
semnethi-ig- to preserve the memnory of a personi,
event or action. Whien or. by wlîomn the flrst
muonumnent ivas erected is perhaps unknown, but
thiey had tlîeir origin very early lanUthehistory
of the -w'orld. The Tover of B3abel, built aftér
the flood, wvas composed of flre-bur.-ed bricks,
ulion each of -%vhieh w'as an inscription, and rso
-zrongly ivas it cenîented that it ivas a3most liii-
rossible to extract a brick whole. TIen, wNh<'ni
tic Lord parted the Ritrver Jordan for thc Chilil-
ren 0f Israel te cross over to. the Land -if
Canaan, one man of cach tribe %vas to, carry a
stone and set it up ln the Prornised Land, as
a inemorial, that the people «f the earth miglit
knoîv the baud 0f the .Lord -%vas mighty. Aiid
so, thruughi ail the years of time, monumntî
have been erected by every nation to, keep in
ii-nory the deeds 0f the commandears of tii ir
armies, prurnînent mnm, and notable events tlîat
have transi)ired la the -world's history. And in
oui' owa fair, land %.ve have at Boston the moniu-
ilLnt, tu commeinurate, tihe Battie of Bunher
Hill; la Washington, the monument teý tie
F-athe:- of our country; la Baltimore, the monu'
mi.-nt to Thomas Wildey, the founder of the I
0. 0. F.; ini St. Louis, the monument to. Pathver
t'pchurchi by the A. 0. U. W.; la the Newv Yi .rk
Harbor, Liberty Eniiglitening theý Worid. Ii
fact, ail tiîrougr. the dim and dusty pages of
the past do-iwn to the bright, and joyous pres i
we flird that mnari lias be-en perpetuating Jli
iiicmory of noble men and deeds ia mnonuri
p-ire. Tis inclination cornesto, tire, mirnd of --u
c'.iimmn huînanity oniy as a, promptirîg fi eIr
and a reflex expression of theo great Di,, iii,
Original Illinself. Hie lias eý'er be-en and i-il.
continue to be a monument builder. Some cý iii
inîay ask, dld it pay to erect this monunent VC
the fouader of this fraternity? I answcr, ' >IZS
COnly a, contracted view of what life is, s i


