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THE ANNUAL MEETING.

— v

*Ihe records of anothes “Annual Meeting are
written: It-was a grand and f,lor.ous convention,
“We feel likethrowing up our hats and shouting
“Glory to God, a long step'has: ‘heen takén in

«the n;,ht dircetion” Allswere encouraged by the
Lonvrchon that'something is being done rby-a
portion’ attleast of the Disciples in Ontarioj wor-
“thy of* the ¢atse. "This meari something when
& remeniber’ that’ m'my of the most - carnist
Disciples insthe province dc.sp'urcd ever secing
much accomplished by~ our ~pcoph. in tlus
‘country.
The report’ ofthe prog 'rcsslm'ldc in less th‘m
bigo yearst 6n“Denison Aventie,T'oronto, alone,
is Sufficient to dispel such gloowy: forcbomngs
and to beget the conviction that the greatest-and
“hést sudeess is in store for us everywhere if we
are’only good enough, wise enough, and zealous
cnouéh to work for it, hot growl’ ‘for it.

The amount® of “goodt actumptislicd by~ dict

Co-operition at the’ phccs where the money has
begn cxpcndcd is éncouiraging:’  ‘The work is
jirosperitig at every pomt, churches are bcmg
“built up, and tae'best’ of'it is they: will be mis.
sron'\r) churches. ’lhc)' are pmakm;, of ‘the| 0
spmt of thusé brethren who are assisting them—
'the spirit of Jesus Christ; but this is by no
means the ouly pleasing feature of the \\orL.
One 6f the:inost Hopeful dnd beneficial restilts
‘of out Co- opcrahon efforts is seen in-the reflexive
mﬂut.ncc of this work upon those who furnished
the meins. Their ‘eynipathics have been drawn
out, lhcxr minds elevated and their hearts en-
hrgcd I‘hcy have been lifted higher; and have
been'made to participate more fully and sweetly

‘in ‘the fellowship of the S'\\‘lour. ‘T'his is the
Lord’s work and bh:sscd is "the man who has

”cllm\shrp with him iv it

1t was refreshing to sce the faces of brethren
frofn ‘the four quarters of- thc province, and to
witricss their zeal, their camnestness and their de-
fermiination in the work committed to our
hands. ‘They came logc.ther with an object‘in
view—=the perfecting of our org‘lmrmon in the
mlcrcst of the ‘Redeenier’s l\mgdom. It 'was
A joyful thing to sit together'in heavenly places
in Christ Jcsus, and cnjoy communion* of
souls. '

"I'he success of the reeting’ was no surpnse.
It cotild not be otherwise. 1t was the outcome
of chriiest cfforts for three “hindréd and sixty-
ﬁ\'c d'\)s prcvrous. Indeed it was only the tide
rising anothet degree higher. .

We were this year as we have been at our
Annu'\l Meetings for several years past,greatly
assisted by our brethren from the States.  The
carhest and® able discourses of Robert Moffett

ap A, McLean were hu,h\y appreciated and
helped to fan mto a flame the missionary spirlt.
'Ot gratitude Foes out to those brcthrcn for their
words of counsel.

This article would not be complete without an
allusion to the Christ-like spirit that characterized
the deliberations.  The period of discussion
about methods is with us nearly a thing of the
“past. T his was a nccessary period, without
*which e could evpect neither umnumty nor
success in our work. It was cncouraging to
hear llro. Mottt say, “they passed throvigh the
same experience.” “Nonc need howeverto be
afraid of discussion, ¢ven if it he wanm.  No
harm will result from a frank and free discussion
‘berween camest and honest nien.

Their first year's work was satisfactory in the
highest degree and indicated that the manage-
ment is in wise ‘hands,  We have reason to ex-
peet great things from the special efforts of the
Sisters.

May the Lord bless us abundantly and cnable
us to carry to our respective churches the en-
thusiasm enkindled at the meeting,

REPORT ‘OF CORRESPONDING
SECRETARY.

Dear Brethren,

I-lhierewith submit to you my report as Corres.
ponding Sceretary of the Beard for the year now
ended. We are most thankful to be able to
report that the intefest in Home Missions has
greatly increased during the past year and that
the work has takeh decper root. ‘e contri-
butions' to the Co- opcmlon have been liberal
and the nork at the mission points has progressed
cn(.oungmgl). "The blessiig of the Lord has
been upon us and a good dcprcc ‘of success has
attended our efforts. ’

The recommendations suhmmcd by the con-
vention, at. Hillsburg onc year. "ago have been
kept const'lmly in mind nnd hive been f-ulhfully
c.'\rm.d out as far as it',was in our power to
do so.

Muskoxa.

The services of B W, M..Crewson have|®
been continued in Muskoka.  In, that district
there are about cleven smail churches, seven of
which have been visited by himzas 4rcguhrlf as
possible dunng ithe past: year. , ‘Théy are:
Macauly,, Baysville, Ridout,, l)orsct, ,Bruncl
Huntsville.and Cecebe. Bcsrde these tlrcn. are
bands of- Disciples.at }\cnruc), Cmcrct, Dun-
church and- Nipissing:

“The .church at Macayly was (.mbhscd our
years ago.  Their ranks haje bcen much de-
: Ipleted by'removals,.  ‘This .is a sérious obstacle
to the building up of strong . churches in" Mus-
koka. ‘The present mcml'crslup is 15, g\ hosc
who are left are staunch l)lscrplcs. ‘I'bey have
been encouraged Ly Bro. Crcuson to mect every
Lord's Day and to keep tlu. fire nh\c upon the
altar.  ‘“I'hree have been n(ldcd lhls year to the
membership. ',

Nha nl\urrhqu,‘lhywnllm..,dnd lhmnna.,qlsq in
Ridout were established in ¥885.” The mem.
bership of the former is 25, '(hd of the latter, 15.
‘hese churches have been much \\c1kured also
by removals, “I'he presence of '\n'Lvangchst is

ceded constantly among ‘hcm.

Thc membcrshrp of the church in Brunel is
26, ‘I'he brethren there lmch\c StlpdayScuools.

in a Schoolhousé. ‘I'welvd Have l}ct.n added to
their number this year I'he burldmg of a
mecting house is in prospcct LA

‘Special attention has bccn given by H{A
Crewson to Huntsville this jear.© ‘This. ig a
important point, A mcetrh’g'housc has been
built.there this year ¢ and the 'round'mon laid fo
future uscfulncss.

This brief reference to the contjmon of spme
of the churches in Muskoka, dnd to Bro.
Crewson's work is sufficien loicohvmcc ug of
the urgent need of strcngthcnmk tHe cause there
by scndmg other faithful l:iborcrs to assist in
carrying on the work in that broadfield. Mus-

=
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the winter season. Brethren Baker and J B,
the commencement of the.year.
Bro. Crewson’s labors have -been muchjin.
terrupted by sickness in his family yet mich
good work has been done.  The churches have
been greatly strengthened and tiv cnty—crght have
been added to their numbeds:

CoLLixwoob,

Assistance has been continiuéd fo the church
in Collmguood Bro. C. Smchur has spent the
year in labor at that place, and" by’ his farthful
cfforts the church has matle éncouraging pro-
gress.  The church there was -organized; in
December, 1881, with fourteentcharter mcmb‘ers,
the most of whom were umable to give nuch
financiai assistance to the cause.

‘Ihey struggled against great odds, but since
they have been assisted by the’ Boird to kesp a
man to lakor constantly ameng them they MH.
made considerable progress, ‘Their present
membirship is 46, fourteen of whom were ad-
ded this year.

Their church property is"sorth pbout $1800,
against which there is an indebtedness of §6oo.
Taken all in all, the prospccts are fawor\b‘% iffi
assistance could be continued, it fs not likely it
would be long until the church would becme

self-supporting.

One in the Hall and 2 r‘othcr sohe distancg out |’

| couraging.

koka is a difficult field to cultivate especially in |

Lister gave Bro. Crewson* valuable assistance at |’

pardonable pride to the work done and Leing
done on Denison Ayanue, Toronto,

year it alone is sufficiont to justify the efforts put
forth through the board.

‘The undertaking of work of this kind—the
centralizing of our cfforts in a place tke Loronto
~was a new departure and was viewed by some
with evident disfavor, besides this, the changes

work and to the glory of God.
At the expiration of Brother Gaffs first year's

another year, Teis proper to state that this was
unanimously recommended by the Church
there.

‘I'he success which has been achieved thcrc
this year is most encouraging,
members on church roll one year ago was 137
‘I'he number on church roll at present is 189,
being an increase of 43.
by primitive obedience, two from another body,
and thirty. by letter.  This is Jeertainly a good

a little band, a small nucleus, has grown into an
active church, mth 180 mt.mbcrs. This is an
example of what orgmlzcd and centinued work
will accomplish, and should put. forever the
quictus on those who are in favor of doing a
little here and a little there and not much any-
where.

‘The neat thing most needful to promote the
interests of the uorL there and; to ensure its

purchas:.d alotina dcsmblc locality for$7:oo
The church there has ;_mcn evidence of encour-
aging hbemhly and thé building of a house is
among the probabilities at an carly date.

. MANITOULIN,

‘The few brethren on Mamtoulm Island have
been raising the \I:;cndonr.xn cry.” A young
faan—a professor in Hethany College~—has been
eug'xgcd to spend a.few months the (.omm;,
summcr in this ficld.  He will begin his labors

another, young man from Bethany have been en-
gaged for the summer,
greater patt of his- time with “the Minto and
Walkerton ‘churches.  These churches and
others for which he may labor will be respon.
sible for his remurictation.

GENERAL FIELD,

The amount of Evangelistic work done in the
general field during the past year is most en.
A great-many-protracted meetings
have been held, and the number added to the
churches is larger than for several years.

“*The followihg arc some of the churches which

held profitable meetings :
Bowmanville, Welland,
Beamsville, "Mosa,
Walkerton, “Wiarton, .
Erin Centre, Lrin Village,
Garafraxa, Collingwood,

* Guelph, -Selkirk,

Rosedene, : Mimosa,

Among those who did the preaching are:

E. Sheppard, C. Sinclair,

J. R, Gafi, Geo. Munro,

Jas. Ledidrd, F. W, Baughmah,

W. D, Camphell, J. B.-Lister

H. Brown, ‘W, M. Crewson,

T. L. Fowler,

-Puring the year severa) new houises of worship
have been built and a larger number repaired in
various parts of the Province, addmg greatly to
the interest of the cause by increasing facilities
for uscfulness.

Several of the churches which were among
the most liberal contributors to the Co-operation
have done lictle or nothing this year on account
of. increased expenditure at home.  These
churches found |t necessary in the interest of
the cause to turn their attention and deidte
their attention and devote their means 1o the
bxuidmg up of lhe work in their respective
ficlds, Many of the churches are beginning to
realize the nccessity of deing the same thing. |f
This has .turned a considerable amount of
money into another channel which would have
flowed into the treasury of the Board.

A significant an encouraging feature of the
cause in Ontario which calls for special mention
is the increasing demand for faithfu), cfficient
and consccrated preachers.

We are thankful to be able to say that our
ranks have been increascd this year by the add-
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We call your attention with no small degree of

work was ail that had been accomplished this:

work in Toronto satisfactory arrangements were
made to the board for his re-engagement for
“The pumbeér of
Eleven of these were

showing, Just, thmk of-it! In about two years

llrc‘luucrlmu-vhd..- menthetlhocsarvicor..of . .J1oli

He will spend the|own courry, we would rccommend

Another hopeful feature is the Increasing

I th1t|“““‘l” of young men in dur Province who arc

preparing themselves for the: most important
work of preaching the gospcl Thete are no less
than three young men in College now from the
church in Everton.
T'ur. OUTLOCK.
1t is found necessary in similar enterprises in
order to the greatest success to pay particular

in the method of work which we as a weak body |attention at times to one feature of the work,
wete tequited to make, produced some little|There is wisdom in snch a policy, T ‘he same
friction as changes generally do, but all has been | wisdom is required in the successful prosecution
fovingly overruled I the interests of the good |of the work of the gospel.

“I'he special featute of our work which the in-
terest of the eause r¢ juires us to cmphasize at
the present time is that of Sfome Hissions,

1 know how the most of yow feel upon this
question,  We do not wish by any means to calt
a halt in any other depaitment of chuich .work,
We advocate retrenchment nowhere, “We ask
you not to love four own church or the lorcrgn
field less but to love the home ficld mote, It is
wisdom, we b..hc\c, to do so now.

‘Ihe increasing demand for preachers arid the
difficulty experienced by some of the churches in
in securing competent men call for serious con-
sideration and prompt action.

It should be cvident to all’ that ifr we would
succeed in this country we must produge- our
own_ prc'rchcrs. "Thisis a pnncnplc recognized
I)y all relrgrous bodies in every country, ‘This
is-by 1.0 means a reflection upon those brethren
fromt the other side of the lines who are laboring
successfully in our l’rovmcc. \\'c are certain that
they will be among the fistto sanctlon thc sound.
ness of this doctrine -Let us theu not lose sight
of this, that to succeed we mu:t produce ourown

pcrm1ucncy, is n sunal)lc church burldmg of | preachers.
their own. ‘To thr: end the brcthrcn there have

T'o this end.we would recommend ;—

(1) ‘That the spmtuz‘\l status and christian ac-
tivities of our ¢hifches bé such that )oung
men might be rmpcllcd by a holy desire to
become preachers of thé gospel.

(2) We would further recommend that the prea-

, chers and elders of our chirchés cspecnll),
'uould give the mitter theif praycrful- con-
srdcr'mon, and..that they would” do all in
their power to foster in our young men
this holy ambition whenever it manifésts
jtself, .

Jolioying it to bo in.the.interests 6f. the‘causc

that our young men should bc cducatcd in our

(3) ‘That something should be done to ericour-
age them °to take advantage of our own
educational institutions.

We deem jt worthy of mention that so many

of our rcguhr pastors . hnvc bccn ¢éngaged this
year in Evangelistic work.. 'l‘hrs is as it should
be.  We would rccommcnd :
(4) That evcry church wherc the cause is estab.
tished would gr‘mt its, prc1cher the lrbcrty of
holding one or more pxomctcd mcclmgs
each year for another chur"h or churches.
Let the churches feel :hat nll thc preachers
in the Province are n\:ulabh: :md can be
counted upon for one of i morc protmctcd
mectings, In thls \ra)"xuc can join hand in
hand for a gcncml and grand mo»cmcnt‘ all
along the ling,

(5) We would rccommcnd also the contmu:mcn
of as hbcral assistanice as possrb}c to thosc
mission points now on hand, and the op(.n-
ing up of the uork at.as c1tly 2 date’as
. possible in some othcr rmpomnt ccntrc.

All of which is, rcsp‘.ctfully submncd

REI’OR’I‘ H .MISSXONS.

‘
———

1st-Your Committee desire to’say -they are
mvch pleased with both the spirit and the maiter
of the Corresponding Sectretary’s able treport of
the work of the board and that. selating to the
work done in the gencral ﬁcld by the preachers
of the Province. i
2nd For the future we rccommend that
‘Toronto be assmcd as fully as the Board in their
judgement think fit, and that help’can Jbe- cone
tinued to the other points now under their spééial
care ; also your committee recognise the™strong
claim of Hamilton; Welland, Galt and Guet;h,
and would rccommend - that they- be assisted if
the Board think it advisable and practicable,
We would also request the Board to.direct their
attention to Manitoba and the North,West.

JAs. Lep1arp,- Chainman.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON
RESOLUTIONS.

'

Your Committee on resolutions beg leavé to
roport as follows ;—Rt.soh.cd—-

1st-That the President of thisCorvention appoint
two brethren as Delegates to the . General
Caristian  Missionary  Convention  which




