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difficuit at present to get ut the Particulars of the history of the YoungelaChristian Association, in this City, as MTost of the records were destroyed'the great fire of June, 1877. The old Association, whicli was kept together.111i 1860 or 1861 wus rather a literary socieLy than a Y. M. C. A.
thIt àbelieved that its failure wus due tW its devotion Wt the intellectual, ratlier

ristlie moral and spiritual interesta Of Young men. It was one-sided. Whatth. ani~ young men needed Wo lold theni together, and enthuse them was some-
"gbrae-oehn that would develop then, flot only mentully, but also

:4y.icly and spiritually and which would also mneet the reuirements of their
It ial inlstincts. The old Association, however, did agoodwork, so far as it went.ci established a fair library-it brou lit the~ magazines of the day within the reacli~"Y, Who would have otherwise been wltlout tliem-und by its public debates,

94On te puli pleasant entertainment, aind wliat is better, lielped to make speakersof One o the foremost public men of thils day. But tlie society lacked vitality,
<>ke rnany others of the saine clasus, and conducted upon tlie saine principle,

Pasdit blivion. It was not, until tlie montli of- November, in tlie year
ttnd -the year of tlie confederation of tlie Britishi Provinces of Northi America,

Atr the naine of tlie Dominion of Canada, that tlie Young Men's Cliristian
l~~Cation, of St. Joi 1 wus permanentlY organized. The Association, before thisiihad been well establislied in the neighboriiag province of Nova Scotia, and

1 eld a Provincial Convention in the Buiier of 1867, in the city of Halifax,Ft. This convention was attended by a nmber of thie Christian Iolu men of
John whse ealwas o ekinled tha whn tey eturejlýnmetliey

I-eaetlY set about tlie work of organizinge a'Young Meft's Christian Association.
h .8 far succeeded thut on -tlie 28th of, Novemnber, 1867, a public meeting was

cf thl the lecture room of tlie St. Davids, Presbyterian Churcli, ut wliicli most
%Zil evangelical clergymen of the City, and a large representation of the mer-of th and professional, comxnunity were present. At this meeting the formation

elreAssociation wu announce and received tlie liearty endorsement of theand citizens present.
<Je Asociatin continued Wo meet weekly in the lecture room of St. David's

%".'L'O for several montlis, it tlien met for a.short time in tlie school room of the
Episcopa Cliurch. The increaslng membership and interest of tlie

ltonl made it a matter of plain dutY WO secure a room, wliicli could be kept
.e 7day, and wliere more frequent and varied meetings could be lield.ini~ hg ya urge and centrally situated 170011 was secured in Hortn's building,

the the association continued Wo meet tintil the year 1873. From that tiine
% »assocation continued Wo increase and enlarge its field of usefulness. It secured
44~1iI nlan Wo take cure of the roonis, opened a free reading room, established a

1amusical society, a Tuesday evenfig literary meeting, a Thursday niglit
"1b~I eeting, a Sabbath evening union prayer meeting, a Sabbath afternoon

C'8-In a short time the young men added to tuis indoor work, the dis-
%d1 of tracts, the holding of cottage opeIl.air meetings, visiting tlie marine

el genewl hiospials, the visitation of tlie sick and imprisoned. T he Sabbath
PFyer meeting, lield after tlie churcli services were ended, lias always beenfrjP pe meeting free Wo every person, but the Tliursday niglit p rayer meeting, was

% logtiane exclusively for yo)unug aien. The afternoon Bible class was for
q i.u )One of the most useful of the association meetings, presided over by

r4% 1 -earted liberul, and cultured gentleman, Dr. Botford. I t wua the scene
-e Pr0asnt Scriptural Conversations. We hud not been many years in the
In5 .&O)rtons buiding when it was found that that place was too small for

e1 jA4ly the Sabbath evening meetings, which were uncomfortably crowded.
1QIa1 9 the Inter Provincial Convention waa lield in St. John, and uttended by

.nlUbr of delegates from various mections of the Provinces of Nova Sootia,


