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THIE LINE 0F VISION.

Dr. 'Javal, of Paris, made a report of certn
observations of great interest and import-
ansce. If trts, as %ve ar inclind to think they
ar, the principi involvd shud hav wveight in
hieiping to determin wvhat modifications shud
be adopted for aifabetic shapes as being
rnost legibi. The statements ar made in
Report of tihe Coînisioner of Education.
\Ve giv a condenst translation :

In reading ther is no time to examnn
eacîs leter ini ail its parts; so far is Ibis frons
being the case, that the eye travels along a
perfectly horizontal fine wvhich ctsts ail the
short leters (such as a, c. e, etc.> aI a point
just belo tire top. the other part of the leters
being seen indirectly, and striking regions of
the retina more or les distant from its cen-
ter. Dr. Javal givs a number of proofs in
stsport of ibis proposition, the easiest being
tise foloing: Cover %vith a piece of paper the
uper baf of the short leters in a liîse of print.
and it wvil be found nearly imposibi 10 read
it, but if the tsper haf is left expozd, -*d the
loer coîsceald, scarcely any dificulty wil be
experienst. Moreover, talcing into acount
capitals and accented leters [numerus in
French]. tiser ar, out of ioo, at least 85
leters rising above thse esper portion of thse
short leters and only 15 falling belo the line.
These ladts ar of importance in determining
the shape to be adopted for type. [Tbey
indicate a modification above as beter than
a tag belol. It is desirabi to giv leters sucis
sisapes that tlsey nsay difer from one another
as much as posîbi in thse parts along \%lsich
thse line of vision travels."

SWEDEN.
Tise Rnsttstavningssoelslap, or Swedish

S. R. A., establisit in 1885 under presi.
dency of M. A. Noreen, profesor in Univer-
sity of Upsala, cotints 8oo members, among
whom is a very large proportion of profesors,
instructors, ansd tise first linguisîs in Sweden.
It orgaîs, Nyjstavareni, apears at irregular
intervals. The society dots not propagate,
as other societis do. bots a forietic orîho-
grafy and one partialy reformd: it uses a
foneîic speling offly (witlsout newv caractera.)
To make amcnls, tiser exisis, outside tise
Society, a ver>' iri i rtanî movement for
moderat reforin, at lised of wvhicls ar found
linguists Tegîser, Lyttkens and Wulff. In
spite of Ibis regeatabl split, trailitional
speling ape-ars ils a wsors wvay there tîsan
elsewhere.-Fre.cs J3uldin illensucl,

[Thse last statement mens that speling
now curent in Svecdeîî stands a good chance
for considerabi amnidnent, and that scion,
-Eu.)
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atr the modemn sientîfic meîhod. Tise In-
troduction givs cuts of vocal organs %vith
apropriat description of structure and func.
tiots. Part I givs a ful acount of tht difer-
ent sounds in tise tbree tungs. His treat-
ment of vowels is fui, lucid and ir.tensly
interesîing, especial>' as tise author is 50 wvel

acuand witls literature of subject and
faiirwitb wvorks of suds namnes as Bell,

Ellis, Meyer, Sweet, Storm, Trautnian, Sie-
vers, E vans, and later Franke and Passy.
\Ve'might expeci 10 find names of Willis,
Donders (of Utrecht), Helmhsoltz, Wolf and
Seiler, who isav delt with the acustico-musi-
cal side of the question, but this does flot
enter mbt scope of Ibis book, altho a part
(pages 194 10 218) treats of related stibjecis as
'lone, Accent, Strengîh, Dîsration, L-oud-
nes, and Pitcis. I3eli's usual 36-place votvel
table is reprodust wîth evry place fiid by a
sound irom a living tung. Yet he does not
folo 13e11's systens nor any modification
tisereof. His plan is tisaI of key-words, ne-
cesit>' for %vhich Bell hiînself apears to isav
alosvd in recent publications. Insted of
reftrence 10 key-%vords oniy, V.'s plan is
rather a resultant of that plan combined
wvith latest reserches in vocal fysiology.
Vowtels ar groupt into a-sotsnds, e-sounds,
i-sounds, o-sounds,aisd u-sounds.wvhich makes
bis meaning plain and justifies term lucid
apiied 10 tisis and aIl otiser parts of il. Il wud
hav been more truthful to hav clast our
vowei in ox, not, or w/set, as an a-sound.
This view of ours bas beess confirmd inde-
pendentl>' by Powel, As our readers wvil re-
colect, Tise -i. in ox or svkat is close a, as
that in Jat/er is open as. Both ar lowv
sounds; neither is lip-rounded. Open o (o)
is slightly lip.rounded ; close o. qulte so.
To open ii (u) and close u (u) il apears pro-
per 10 apl>' tire term Iip-protrusion, if indeed
tht later be not thse proper term generaly.
Our a, o, ri, vosvels wud then be exprest
in order of desending natural pitcis, wvith
increas of lip.protrusion (from none in
a-sounds to ils extreme in close ui), thus,
oi:o:: e:o: : u :u. It may be notist how


