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MISSIONARY LIFE IN THE DIOCESE
O NEWFOUNDLAND.
(Continued from page 162.)
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HE travelling in winter is doneby
means of a wonden sleigh or
cometique, and a team of those
much belied Labrador dogs.  These
are upposed to be of such a

ferocious disposition as to cause a man to

go among them with his life in his hands,
as it were. Lxperience teaches, lowever,
that with very few eveeptions they are more
gentle than, and quite as affectionate and dovile
as, any Newfowndland dngs.  Living without
ever seeing domcstic animals, and accustomed
to make a feast upun any wild animals they
come across ard can master, one is not sur-
prised to find that hens, goats, pigs, or cows arc
hardly safe when within their reach. It is true

that now and then a woman or a child falls a

prey, but such cases are rare; and, upon inquiry,

it is generally found to have been caused by pro-
voeation, or possibly through the dogs mistaking
the seal-clad figure of a woman or child for

some wild animal. Seldom or never has a

man been attacked.

Each team has a leader—a dog which goes in
front of the rest when harnessed to the come-
tique, and guides the others in accord with the
‘ouk’ or ‘ arrah’ of the drviver. A long seal-skin
line, with harness, attaches them to their ¢ caxt,’
and with this and twomen thereon a team of six
or soven dngs, with fairly good roads, has very
little difficulty in accomplishing a forty-mile
journey in a day; even ninety miles have
been covered with a light cometique, good
ice, and one driver. Their power of endur-
ance is something wonderful. They will go
for days without food, secemingly quite con-
tented ; and cven when at work very little
satisfies them.

TFrom what has been said about the disposi-
tinn and migratory habite of the people, it can
he imacined that the missionary’s work is of a
very peenliar nature. Till lately there was
neither church nor parsonage in themission, a
fisherman'’s hut answering for both purposes.
Now, » fairly comfortable parsonage has been
erected, and the upper storey is being converted
into a chapel. With such a scattered popula-
tion as there is in the mission, a church would
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be of very little use. During some two months
in the year a congregation of from twenty to
forty can be gathered together at Cartwright
and Rigoulette, and a like number at Spotted
Islands. At tho southern extremity of the
mission som five or six families attend, but in
most plk.ces and at most times we have to
miuister to isolated families.

The services of the Church are, of necessity,
more like family prayers than anything of a
| public nature. The missionary calls on a
i fanily, and, having catechised the children,
|

hicard them tead and spell a little, holds what

may be called a public service, and then, after
i fanmly prayers, at which the same congregation
is present, vetires for the night. The next day
another fannly is visited, or it may be two; and
so on, duy after day. In addition to the un-
satisfactory nature of the work itself, there are
difficultics to be met with whose name is
legion. A few only, I may mention. A small
hut, with, perhaps, o smoky stove, dim light,
dirty floor and surroundings, are by no means
things that add solemnity to & service; much
less so doe~ a squalling child, or the rush of a
dog or two on the birch-bark roof. At times
the parent’s attention is occupied in quieting
a feverish infant, when the words of solemn
exhortation or of prayer must fall on dull
ears. Then again the rustling on the house-
tops warns the prop: etor that the dogs arethere,
and that there is danger of ono of them putting
his paw through. He at once seizes & junk of
wood, and sallies forth to warn off the offender,
and then, with a ¢ get out of that,” thud comes
the junk against the frail roof, off scamper the
dogs, and the man returns and quietly takes his
seat as before.

Then, again, & fight may take place before
the door between the parson’s team and that
of the proprietor of the establishment in which
he has taken up his quarters. In the summer
this is varied by the head of the house asking,
in the middle of the service: * Would there be
any harm, sir, in our hauling up the boat a bit,
as the tide is rising and she’ll float off 27 and
then tho best part of the congregation accom-
peny him to haul up the boat before the
service is resumed. Interruptions of various
kinds take place, till the poor parson is some-
times in despair of ever getting o hearing.

It may be asked: ¢ Would it not be pessible




