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ONT RI10'8 PROPOSED BOMESTEAD LAW.

' tion is noy eatisf ctory, It f8 not satisfactory for the
HE Governmont ot On'ario have brought down |

reasons wo have pointed out, and furthcr, it Is unaat-

their resolutions respectng tree grants of jand | Isfac*ory bLecause it confines ihe principlo of exemption

and respecting thelt proposed huorat humestend buli,
hiat | good ono it ought to bo goneraity appliced It ought

The homestead resolution is brielly as follows.
to give greater encou:agement to occupy and Improve
Iands, st is expedtent that such iands shouid not be

to free grant scttlers.  If tho humestead principloisa

aot to bo rostricted to & class, and that olass too com-
poeed of thoso who will got their land for nothing.

liablo for any debt or cause of sction iucurred or j Surcly it those who got free grants ought in justice to

accrued within |
t on. and that the locnive abait not have power to
aitouate, mortxage or picdgo such iand within that
period Ehesucceeding resvlutivn provides that l1ev
grauts shall aot be given upun idnds vaiuavloe chiefls
tor their tmber of munc.at frsvurces, and that ol
merchamabie iuber, sones, minerals, upon 6 y lands

J JeBFs from the date ot such uoa- | be protegted by a bumestead law, the man whocripples

lus means for years and years to pay for hislot isen-
tisled tu the samo cunsideration and tho same pro-
tectivu,  Surely a man who pays forty dollars an acre
for Lis land ts as justly entitied to tho priviloger of &
homestead as the man who pags nothiag fur his lot.
Thero 18 such apparent injustice in this Yimitation of

lucated vr granted shal be re erved. 1t must bo cun- | the proposed humnestend Jaw that we must atiribute it

fossed, that thero dues uul gecm aoyutneg 1o thesy | to omissiun not to design
| Is out satistactory. But we most wait ur tho bill to

resulutivus to e¢ntig them to bo cnued  hiberai,
Much of course depeads upun bow the blank in the
homestead resoluucn wili by ied op It would be
00 greas eocvuragement to svitiors to vccupy ana
improve their irer geants of Jand o tho wildoruess si
their lauds were exerpted from svizure for debt fur a
spacs 0f un § B840 yeare. Bul il woud bo vibictnioy o
it wero tifty jears. Wo cauuul suppuse, buwore,
that tke Government futeud the songet terin, Vo
fear frum thy whuw tenur ol thut fesviubivnes thad
they meen to i1 up the bisuk by the iusillion of &
fow years, and tLoa wiear liberas homuesicad law ®ad
bo a blapk fadeed. Itis ol the grestest snpoctiance
thoretury, that Jhe exctupliva purivd shovudd by wade
28 long as possibie W canaul ove way iho cxumptiva
should not be madu cu-eatensive with tho suttios's lle
Quce the prisuply s adantied ihetl the caciwplion ol
8 Lumestead irvin stisuiv Wun d geve gatat vuivuisge
ment to tho uceupativa aud iwpruretnust of saund, it
will be in dircos sululivativa of loat prauvigis tv wurn
round and jimut the caempliva to a shuir penivd us
timo.

it s also worthy of remark, that . tho Jands desired
under the f co grant are tu be cxempt  But as the i
resv.uiuns are submitted 1o skeiolun form, wihb \
blauks for the namber of acees prupused tu be given |
tu each suller, 14 5 lmpursibio a:sv W acitve AL any
dectaiun as to WHCLLET 14 43 WISS oF AUl v CRolph At
the setter s iand frum scizuro, lherv aro two putnts
to bu conmdoied s relcicaco to thies, b Lo auuber
of acres to be given in eaoch free grant is small, the
object of giving free giants will bo doleated, because
sett.ers will not accept them. Aud at the iree grants
comprise a large number ot acres—ray & coupto of
huudsed each~ther it may not be prudent to exempt
the entire lot from seizure, In tiie States, we beltuve
the exemption 13 by value, L6 houso and as mauvy
acres as wili, nith the bouse, be wourth a thousand
dollars, buing 10 some diates priviieged. Accurdiog
to tho resolwnnions, all the setiier s land, and of courso
all bis houses, ba,as ana bundings of every aiug, -
ocludiug even buusts used s Mmauutaviulies dud @iy,
no matier how great therr vaiue, wui bo free.

Tbe meaning of tho latter part ot tho resolution,
namely, that during tho period within which the
cettlor's lands thull not be liabte to £cizure for debt,
the setiler shali not have powner to alienate, morigage
or piedge his 1ands 13 not clear T'ha first part of the
resolution exempts the seitler s 1ands trom serzaro for
debt ipcurred wituin a certain period, and tho second
part of the resolutson depnive lum of the power of
sclling, mortgaging or pledging us iands during that
period. 8o that if a settler wero dishonost euough he
might, during the period fn question, wcur as many
debts as he could, and alt bis lands would be safe trom
s2izure, and he mizht then go through the form ot
selling or mortgagiug all bis property to any one who
did not know his 10t Was oxempt, aud then he cuuid
hold the prico asd h.id hts property tov. \Wo may
on the oth. haod suppose tiis. during .tho pertod of
exomption, sowething wouid vceur to makeat of great
beuelit to tho setter tu svll unmeqiately, e migot be
placed 10 a positivn that it hie did not seil at ouce ke
might tocur a very leavy loss, yet be wou.d bo puw-
erless tu sell, avd wo oue wWRo kuew that his tot was a
frec grant would dare to buy. Agan it s to bo ob-
served, that it is only the settier’s lanus—iucluding,
wo presume, all the buiidings upon it that are exompt,
yet this leaves it quite competent for the sherif to
861zc, 0Ot ulil§ 8. Lhe St tuor s sluck snd agncultural
implements, bui #lbv al his bouscLoid guuds and |
offecta,

WV liat provisions the bomrstead pat) th:at 1 promised .
will mako for these thubgs remaius tu 00 scen At
presdnt, all we cap sy i that tho homeetesd resviu |

Altugetlier the resviution

eeo what the intentions of the Lovernment are. They
profess tu be desiroua to encuurage the occupativn and
ectilement of vur wiid lands, thoy profess to bo 1n
favor of paumiviing immigrauva, they declare them.
selves to be in favor of a frce grant and a homestead
law, thewr anteotiun they say 13 to avoid having re-
cuurze tu direot taxation, and at the same timo to
adupt such measurcs a3 will teud to dovelop meore
rapidly than i *he case at presvat, the ogriceltural
resuurces of the Pruviace of Vutario —lot us eev that
their activns are equal to their deciaiauons and pro.
ferstuns  Ontario, as 8 whula, we believe, neve

agitaled lor a humestead law, shie did agitate f r Jreo
arants, Buat the Guvernment have como forward 10

i promisa both. Let us then have good liberal measures
| that will iu truth encuarage immigratun and promote

the setdemont of sur wild lands and tho develupment
of out agricultural resvnties. And Jot nut untario be
put off with a measure whick s pastial or which fosters
fraad, ur one which is cunfined to a class and s iliberas
and unsuited to tho ities of tho §

ONTARIO'S FREE GRANT POLICY.
HE leglslators of Qatariv are mecting with great
difficu!ty fn thelr land policy. This difficulty
arises frum the wide spread igaurance that presails,
from *he Commissioner of Cruwn Lands downwards,
vogarding th oxtent and quality of the wild lands of
that Province, and regarding what lands are fit for
lumbering pt.rposes only and what atre it for agricul
tural purposes. This is a lamentablo and remarkable
ignorance, and we do not believe that tho Government
can inaugurate a lberal and satisfactory policy touch-
ing the public domain until it §s removed. The offect
of this ignorance ia alrcady socn in the contradictory
nature of the promises and performances of the Gov-
eroment on tho subject of the Crown Lands, In the
spoech from thothrone they announced theirintention
{ introducing a liberal homestead law, and of cn-
couraging immigration by providing free grants of
tana for bona fide holders. Butscarcely had the House
been In sessfon 8 week when the Premior declared that
the Government policy was to hold the timber on the
wild lands for the purposes of revenue Thelr lberal
homestead Iaw also turns out to bo anytbing but libe-
ral  Of that, however, wo Will not treat just now
Our, object is to deal with the Premior's revonue
policy Tho Promlier says that he believes that the
poople of Ontarlo still concur with him that it i3 bet.
ter to reserve the Crown timber for rovenue purposes
thano to bave recourse to dircct taxation  Well, lot us
goo it that is true?

In Ontario there are in round numbers 22,000 square
miles of Crown timber under liconss, and tho totai
annual revenue from this sourco is under $170,000'
This is the entire sum that Ontario will gain by reserv-
ing ber timber for revenue. But this amount 18 too
much by tho cost of collecting Deduct §20,000 for
collecting, and wo havo $150 000 as tho sum total per
anoum for which tho Premier thinks Ontario would
rather .ntinue her old condemned system of ralsing
a revenue oat of her public lands than have recourse
to direct taxation Now it would not be possible, per-
haps, to estimato tho exact loss which the country sus-
tains by her present policy of ho ding her public do-
main and her public timber as 8 sourco of revonune
bat wo can approximate thatloss In the recont de-
tate in the Lacal Legislatore, it will bo remembered
that it was freely acknowledged that tho policy of the
iate Gorernment of Canads -egarding tho settlement
of the country and more especiatly the courze adopted
by the Crown Lands Department of that Goveroment,
bad been such as to repel immigration, and actuslly
to dr.«vo out of tho country the immigrants who had

come apd who had sottled here.  If proot were wanted
of tho truth of (heso assertions, it could be found in
the fact that during tho past twenty years for ovory
one emigrant who came and remained Sn Canada,
fiftcon or twenty went to tho United Btates, This faot
is not doubted, however; and in order-to catimate the
loss tho country has sustained, it 1s only necestary
to mentlon tho other fact, namely, that each emigrant,
vn Ianding oo this continent, is volued to the Govorn.
ment ho comes to land under at §1,000, With this
basls to go on, it is casy to calculato the losses the
country has suflered sinco the time of the union be-
tween the Provinces ot Upper and Lower Canada; and
it is also casy to estimato the futuro losscs of Untario
shionld sho persist In a similar policy to that sho
cundemns. It s not tvo much to say that if 1t had
nevor been the policy of this country to retain her
public domain for rovenuo purposes exolusively, wo
wouid to-day bo richer in a population doubld and
treble what wo at present possess, and 1o materiat
prosperity to the extent of thoueands of millfons of
dollars over tho aggregate of our presont national
wealth,

Leaving there regrets, however, lot us como to the
myre practical point namely,tho al ernativo preseated
by tho Premicr to his project of raising a revenue from
tbe Crown timber., Ho says untario wili agree tn the
wisdom of his policy, because if tho rovenue is not
rased srom timber, recoursc will havo to bo had to di-
rect taxation Now, without doubt, direct taxationts
an andesirable thing, but, at tho same time, 1t 13 &
bug-bear that tuo ofton does not meet with due con-
sideretion. In tho present instanco, wo can ossily
¢ tanate what direct burthen it would bring apon ti e
people of Ontario, The pupulation ot that Province s
at presont estimared atover ¢,880,000 itnhabitants; and
the revenuo to be raised is, £y, $170,000, or just about
niog cents per head of the population, including the
costs of collection, This is the sum total of the bur-
then that would fall upon the tax payers of Ontarlo it
tho Premier wero to adopt a liberal policy regardiog
tho public lands, and it he were in consequence driven
to have recourto to dircet taxation. It does certainty
scem thatthe wortby Prem.er has over-valacd tho bur-
then of dircct taxatiun, and ander-valued tho benetits
that would flow frum the application of tho Crown
lands.and the Crown timber to the legitimato purpozo
of encouraging immigration, For our part, we are
sceptical enough not to beliave that the people of On.
tario so cordially agreo with the Premlier’s policy as
he supposes. We feel convinced, indeed, that it tho
alternative were presented of a liboral polioy that
would double the immigration into Ontarlo in ode year,
direct taxation to tho extent of nine.cents, or even
more, per b ad, tho vote swould be {n favor of the lat.
ter. But,at the same time, We do not agres that the
alternative is direct taxation., We belfove that a sub-

‘stitute for that unpopular tex could be easily found,

and there Is, thereforc, a double resson why the peo-
plo of Ontsrio should not allow themselves to be
frightened by this raw head and bloody bones. Wath.
out doubt, it §3 possible to make the free settler lor.
of tho soil and proprietor of the timber growing upon
it, and, at the eamo time, to collect from him s doty
on al] the fimber he actually cuts for the market, ac-
cofding as he cuts it. By this means the settier would
come to have such 2 high appreciation of the valus of
his timber as to mako him careful not to destroy it
and, at the samo, the timber would yicld a rovenuo to
the country and {mmigration and settlement would
bo encouraged.

Thus far we havoe djscussed this quostion from a re-
venuo point of view only. That was tho strongest
argument sct up by the Premier in favor of his reten-
tion of the Crown timber; and we havo shown that
aftor all it is a weak ong. We will now turn for a
moment to the question of .tho value of our forests
It will-be burne in mind: that in- iigning in favor of
his policy the Premier of Ontario alluded to tho fact
that undor a freo grant system two ovils would arise
to the forests. First, spcchlators would go on the
the wild lands ostensibly to-scttle; but in reality
werely to cat down and sell ail thé imbér growing ou
then, and baving accomplished that they would go
away And secondly, igunorant, careless, and mls.
chlevous peoplo, going on the timber lands for tho
purposes of settlement, waunld-destroy the vafuable
timber, not only en thelr own lots, but on nelghboar-

.ing laods, and thoreby great loss of valuable publio

proporty would take place Now, withregard to these
objections, it tnust bogranted that the public timberts
vory valunble—that it iga gréat sotrco oL wealth to
the nations aud thas it eught t0 b9 presszved fom di



