
The Cities of Refuge

THE CITIES 0F REFUGE November 3, Wq07
BETWEHP THE LESSONS-Chaptere 16 to 19 desoribe the division of Canaan arnonget the: various

tribcs. Joshua and Eleazar the high priost (ch. 14 :1) conduoted the division, which was nmade by 1Lt Two
urne, eay the Jewish rabbis, wec chosen, in one of whioh wcre plaeed littie tablots with the naines of tihe tribes,
and in the other, similar tablets with the naines of districts, and one tablet %vas drawn frein cach at the saine
tirne. As soon as the tribes had reoeived'thoir inheritance, the Lord direoted Joshua to set apart Cities of
Refuge (sec Nuin. 35 -"4 ; Deut. 19 : 1-13).

GOLDEN TEXT-My refuge is in God.- -Psa1n 62 : 7.
Memnorize vs. 2, 3. THE LESSON PASSAGE-Joshua 20 f1-9. Read Nua bers 3à: 6434.

1 i Thse Lonn aise spake unte Josh'ua, saying,, deatîs of thse high priest that shall bo .in t'hose aýs
2 Spoak to tise cliildroîs of Is'rael. saying, 2Appoint thon sihîll the 3 stayer return, and'cdmo iinto his own

out for yuctics cf refuge, visereof 1 spsske unto you city, and unto his cwn bouse, unto- thse city frein
by the Yhand of Mo'ses : . wcnaee lie ed.

3 That the i slayer tisat killeth any porson 4 uts- 7 And they '1 appointcd lÇe'desh in Gal'ilee in
a'vares ansd unwittingly may fiee thithor : and tisey 13 

nounitNanls'tali and She'ciemh in 13 
mourit E 'ph-

shahl be 5 your refuge frein the avonger cf blood. raim, and'1
4 Kir'jath-ar'ba, whiichis He'bron, in 13tise

4 And 13visen he that doth fiee unto one of those rnounsain of.Ju'dah. --
cities 2shali stand at the entering cf thse gate of tise 8 And 13 on thse éther side Jor'dan 16 by Jer'icho,
city, and 8shall declare his cause jn tise cars of, the esistward' they assigned' Be'zer- in tise wilderness
elders cf that City, 7 tbey shall take iii into the city 17 upon thse Plain eout 'cf ýthe tribe of Reu'ben, and
unto, tsein, and give hum a place, tiiet he nsay dwell Rla'noth in Gil'end eut cf the tribe cf Gad, anid Go'lan
among thein. in Ba'shan out o! the. tribe cf Alanass'seb.

5 And if the aven ger of blood pursue after lim, 9 These wvere the 
15

'cities uppointed for ail thé chli-'
tion tbey shalh not deliver 9 tise slayer up inte bis dren of *Is'rael. and-for thse strangor that sojournetis'
band ; because he sinete bis neiglsbour 10 unwittîngly, arnong tison, that whosoever killetîs anti pes-son 19 at
and bated hum, not beforetinie. unawvares might fiee thither. and not die by the band

6 And be shahl dwell in that City, until lie stand cf the avenger cf blood, until hoe stooci before the con-
before thse congregatiosi for judgment, Il and until the gregatios.

Revised Version--' Andi thse LORD spake -. i Assign you the ; >
3 

nanslayert; '4 unwittingiy and-unawares;
5unto you for a ; 6 he shall fiee ; 

7 
and ; 8 Omit sbhall ; 9 

up thse manslayer; 10 unawares: IlOmit and , 1
2 

set
apart ; 13the bill country cf ; 14 Kiriath-arba (thse saine is Hebron); 1"beyond,tise ; le at; 17in ; 13appoiited
cîties ; '1' unwzittingly.

DaUy Readlngs-Courtesy, 1. B. R. A.)-MN.-The cities cf refuge, Joshua 20: 1-9. T.-The previeus
commnand, Deut. 19: 1-10. WV.--Cities cf tise. Levites, Numbers 35 :1-15. Th.-Refuge iù Ged, Psalin 18
1-19. F.-Sure andi steadfast, Heb. 6: 11-20. S.-My Refuge,, Psalm 9.j. S.-Tile"only Refuge, Esalin 62.,

THE LESSON
I. TUiE MA-NSLÂYER

5
S *PERI.-1, 2. The

Lord. .spake unto Joshua ; as soon as the twelve
tribes lad receiveci their respective portions cf thse
Pron'ised Landi. Speak te . .Israel. The Lord
was the supreme, Ruier cf thse people, and Joshua His
representative. Asslgn you the cities; of refuge
(Rev. Ver.); nainely, those referreci te ini the Lord's
instructions te Moses, Nuin. 35 :- 6-15. They were te
ho selecteci (Nuin. 35 : 6) frein anseng the cities given
by thse other tribes te, the tribe cf Levi, te whom,
since they lad special charge cf the Tabernacle and
its services, andi wero therefore te ho supporteci by tise
whole nation, ne inheritance was ailotteci in the divi-
sions cf the land. (See ch. 21 :1-3, 13, 27, 32, 36.
38.) 1

3. Manslayer. . nwlttingly and iinawares
(Rov. Ver.); by mistake or accident. Nuin. 35 : 16-
23 deses-ibes a nuniber of cases cf killing withsout
intention. «Unto you for a refuge (Rev. Ver.); net
for tIc wilful murdcèrer. whe was te ho punisbeci with
death (Nuin. 35 : 31, 32), but cnly for any anc whe
lad slain a pereon without nxeaning te do se. Prkom
the avenger of blood ; the nearest cf kin te the
siain mais, wbe, was requireci, by thc custom. cf the
time, te, tako vengeance by kiling the elayer ini turn.

II. THE It-ANSLAYER'S PROTECTrîON.-4.
Ue shall flee (Rev. Ver.); with the avenger, it may
ho, in bot pus-suit. Deut. 19 : 3 roquirod that rmade
ehoulci ho balt te the Cities cf Refuge, and probably
there were sigri posts te show thc way (sec Oriental
Sidehight). Stand at. the gate ; ia the public
square near thc city gate, where courts wcre com-

EXPLAINED .

rnenly bofd, Ruth 4: 1, 2. .Deciare hic cause;
state bis case the manslayçr's preiiiiinary examina-
tien. He rnust give'the élders, or rulersof.the ety
geod reasen te belseve that-tise killing ha.d hoon unifi.

AT THE GATE 0F AN EASTERN CITY

tentional. Give himn a place ; receive hlma late the
protection cf the City, and permit hum te reido tbere.
This pioetection and permission werc only for the tinse
hoing, until tho manslayer couici ho fornmaily tried,
in the prticoce of the pursuer. White waiting fer
this formai trial, the fugitive is *te have a safe

"io

Lesson V.


