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THE_TRADER wero disposed to rotent ns being an’
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sizo of its buildings, the quantity, variety |
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' A COMMON SENSE VALUE.
;  Our readers will rocolleot. that in our
lnst 188ue wo passod somo strictures upon
;tho absu:d way in which our Customs
1 Department mako thoir valuations upon
| tho goods imported.into Caunada.
i Wo said then that wo theaght the
.\mtch caso soizuro was protty muohb on
i question of value, and that from what
j wo know about tho subject the Govern-
j ment wero n the wrong and the import-
ors wm tho right. Rocent dovolopments
 buve strengthoned this viow, nod it now
{Jooks ag.if .tbo Department will not only
havo to give the goods back, but may
 think themselves lucky if they escape an
action for damages. Thero is surely
somethung wrong, cither mith the law or
its adwinistration, when any ocustvmns
! understrapper hasit in his power to have
an importer’s stock seized and his. good
|name taken away, on tho morest sus-
picton,  Burely if our Custums Officials
are not to be mon thoroughly couversant
; with the goods they attempt to appraise,
they should, at least, be men ondowed
| with onough common seuse to know that
) they should make sure of their ground
, befora they proceed to joopardize the
jgood nawe of any mmporter. Wo have
juot the sghtest doubt but that both
Messrs, Schwob Bros. and Saunders &
: oL Goma ot ©F this afatewith clean
hands ; and that the reputation for hon-
| orable dealing, whneh thoy have enjoyed
{ for a quarter of a century, will not suffer
1n the least ; but 1t.surely 15 no credit to
our law that the reputation of such
merchants can be at any time wenaced
and themselves put to exnenso aund incon-
venience simply at tho caprice of some
greedy ofticial, who imagines he has o
chance of making a haul out of thom.

As weo said before, the seizuro twas
made protty much on a question of differ-
ence in value between the importers and

the Customs Department.
‘ Boiled down, tho differenca is this:
‘The Customs Department claim that
thaey are ontitled to levy ad valorim duties
‘on‘ tha -Credit value of -an articlo, while
iimporters, as a rale, contend that the
real value of any article is what it cost
'iu qold.

Woe think that the case has only to be
'stated in cold blood, withont any argu-

"~ ments, in order to have any intelligent
imnn mako up his mind that - ima

 portezs ara right and that thy “epart-
noent is wrong. ’
« The basis of all ccmmercial interoonrse



