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THE COMPLIMENTS OF THE
SEASON.

—

The present is the season of congratu-
lations and good wishes, and for the
fourth time we have pleasure in avail-
ing ourselves of the opportunity of saying
a fow kind words to each of our readors.
Tiookizg back on the year that has just
passed away, we think most of our
friecnds will agree with us that, as a
people, Canadians have very much to be
thankfal for. OQur covntry has enjoyed
the blessings of peace and prosperity
within its borders, our fields have fur-
nished an abundant harvest to the hus-
bandmen, prices for most kinds of pro-
duce are high enough to amply repay the
grower for his toil; our manufacturing
industries have greatly increased in
number and in the quality and variety
of their productions. . Our great North-
Western conntry has developed with an
almost amazing rapidity, and the Trans-
Continental railroad, which is to unite
our scattered Provinces into one solid
confederation, has been pushed ahead
with & speed that has outstripped tho
anticipations of even tho most sunguine.

in a word, oar affairs are in o highly
prosperoae condition, and though thero
is and must always be ezceptional cases,
tho great mass of our people are much
botter off than they were at this timo
last year., Of courso all of us have. had

our trials and troubles, and no doubt,our wonderfnl Western Proviuces, As.

! many of us thought that perhiaps we bad
moro than our sharo ; but, . spite of all
that is past, wo think wmost of us will

'look back to the yonr 1882 as ono of the

' best and brightost in our lives, Lifois

not all eacobarine matter, as some would

have us believe, neither on the gonirary
is it all vinegar; but we think most of us
will agree that tho sweots are moro plen-

' {iful than the bittor, and the memory of
our many joys dwaells with us longer than
the recollection of our sorrows, It is
well that this is so, for it wounld beill for
us if the paralyzing influences of sorrow
failed to be chased away by the soothing
influences of our more cheerful surround-
ings.

This being the case we think that
most of our readers as they look back on
tho year that has just passed, will, taking
it all together, regard it as a good year
and a bright one. May the new year on
which we are about to enter prove equally
fruitful to us of prosperity and happiness.
| And now in this season of mirth and
good-fellowship, although we cannot
shake them all by the hand, we desire
to wish our readers onme and all

o Happy New Year, and to say like

'little Tiny Tim, « God b}ess us every

onie,” ne

TORONTO AS A TRADE CENTRE.

We have frequently felt called upon to
‘draw the attention of our readers io the
. wonderful growth of Toronto as a com-
mercial city, aud Lave pointed oat the
lfnot that its geographical position and
unrivalled facilities for communication
' with the richest provinces of Canada, are
i bound to make it in the near future one
+ of the most 1n.portant trade cuntres on
lthis continent. Containing as it does
' with its suburbs, a population of nearly
one hundred thousand inhabitants, its
lpurely local trade is in itself no small
‘item, but when to this is added the large
land ever growing wholesale trade that
| this city now possesses, it will easily be
‘seen that its resident. may safely con.
'gtatulate themselves on being * citizous
of no mean city.”” It is now an almost
ladmitted fact that Toronto nown controls
the wholesale trade of Ontario, at pro-
sent the richest province of our great
'Dominion. In addition to this sho is
'mn!;ing a strong bid for a goodly share
of the immense trade that must shortly
'spring up in the fertile prairie lands of

theso fortilo Dbolts consist mostly of
sgricultural lands, and must of nocessity
bo peopled. mainly by immigrativu, it can
bo easily socon that for wany yoars to
come it will bo almos. an impossibility
for manufacturing contres to spring up
in a country whero wages and living of
all kinds aro as high as they must neces-
sarily bo there. This boing tho oass,
theso westorn agrioultural proviuces will
bave to look to the populous Eastern
Provinces for the manufactured goods
that they will for mauy ycars be com-
polled to buy with the product of thair
farms. This trade, whick wast shortly
grow to gixautic proportions, will have
three strong competitors: Montreal,
Toronto and Winnipeg, three cities that
are bound ere another decads to rank
among the commercial centres of the
world. In this race for commecreial supre-
macy, Montreal has & slight advantage
from its proximity to the seaboard, but
against this, Toronto has the command
of the trade of the magnificont Province
of which it is the capital, and its ad-
vantage in distance to the prairie
provinces.  Winnipeg, although having
many drawbacks, has one gruat advan-
tage, it is like the man in possessiun, on
the field and always ready to do the
business. 8o far as present appearances
go then the chauces of those thres cities
for the possession of this market ssem
almost equal, and we very wuoh Jdoubt
if any one of thcm will ¢ver get much
more than its legitunate share of the
immense trade that wmust very soon
spring up in that woadurful western
country.

Any une looking at the Torunto of to-
day and the Toronto of twenty, or even
ten years ago, can hardly fail to be struck
by the great strides it has beun making.
Its buildings are larger, cosilior and of
greater architteotural Liauty, 1ts streets
are better drained, better paved aud
better lighted, its public buildings are
worthy of the proviuce they represent,
and its private residcuces vis with thouse
of any city on thi. cuniinent, nad worthy
of the city * whuso werchauts ure
princes and whuse traflickuis me the
honourable wen of the carth,”

As a manafacturiag ceure, Turonto,
although at present prolubly the secund
ity in the Duwintun. ds fuur ero long
to lead the van in this departwent of
Canadian enterprize. In every quarter
of the city, tall chimreys may .. seen
belching forth the smohe aud si.at, that



