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Nousaa JIL 7
PHILIP AND THE PHILIPPICS

Philip 11, of Masedouia, was seat in his
youth to Thebes, for three years, s &
hostage, that & csrtain: eompact should be
adhered to,

Whea in that sity, he stayed ia the house
of Epsminondss, and thers received o
Greok odueation, Here he ales oblained
s complete kaowledge of the great Jealou-
sies existing between the varingy Grecian
Stabes. ,

Whea the eompast for which-he was
held & hostage had expived; he retarned to
his mative lasd, whers he was apoointed
raler over & small tarritory,

An iafant being upoa the Maccdonisn
throne, the empire being invaded by the
barbarous tribes of the north, and two
other elaimants te the throne having
arisen, Philip soon assunted the position of
protector, eonquered both pretenders,
caused the barbarisn invaders to retire
with precipitation, and was himeelf pro~
claimed king.

His lifs-object now beeame the subjuge-
tion of the Persian empire, Thie was s
grea. undertaking, and he must meeds
fint sesure the oeoperstion of the
Grecian States ; but sc contentious, jealous,
and fickle were they, that he saw the
neoessity of conquering them fitst, and
then be sble to draw what assistance from

" them he veeded, as his word would then

be law,

The Thessalians soon gave him.an ad-
mirable opportusity to get his finger into
Grecian affaire, in an spplication to him
for help againet the tyrants of Phers.
Only too glad that 80 excellent a chance
h2d been offered for the fatherance of his
awm bitious and selfish designs, he quickly
came with a large fores, and soon gained
the freedom of the Thessalian cities; but
the crafty king still left the tyrants ia the
country, that there might still be oscssion
for his aid, The Phocians haviog espoused
the cause of the tyrants, Philip was again
applied to, when he eomplately subdued
that nation ; but he remained in Thessaly,
snd ever after treated that provines in
avery respect ea-o Massdonisn territory.

Soon after, by various imtrigaes, he
brought about & war between himself and
the Loarians. Uader the pretext of con-
quering thess, he Lrought a largs army
down into that patt of Grescs, snd after
he had subdued that nation, he marched
against, and took Elates, ths fortress and
key-of Boeeotin.

This last unproveked set clearly showed
to the other states of Geaeos, that Philip

had & deep plan to exesuts ageinst their
frcedoms. Thean were unvelled to them alt
the intrigues and pretences of the ecalty
king, just s the Jun shines; forth after
burstiag ewt from beblad o derk asd
gleomy eloud; e, new that the scades had
fallen from their ayes, thees states reatised
that their semmonwenlth was in daager.
and that their subjugation, and, perheps,
their enslavement, was not only meditated,
but astually carried cut by the Maocedo.
nian monarch,

It was in this mergeney (whem the
Athenian ‘State wasfin danger of being
totally wresked ~when the eitizens were
almost on the eve of Delng cempelled to
acknowledge Sthemssives tnbutary to the
barbarous nation of the mesth, and ite
tyrasioal king), that there stepped forward
& man of Athens, who foreibly presented to
them their fully—~who showed them how
different was theiv state, sod their policy,
from that of their aneestors—who pointed
out, in vivid deteriptions, the poor state
of defence in which they wers, and the
maliganat insolenes and almost invincible
strength of the enemy, and energetically
earnestly urged them te arouse from their
indolence—to shake off their sloth, and
step forward boldly te do their utmost to
avert the evil which was "penling over
them.

Then it was that the greatest of all
Grecian orators made the halls of Atheas
ring with bis {rresistible eloquence ; stirred
up Lke smouldering fires”of patriotism in
the onoe stardy and javincible Athenians;
catsed them to loathe the very name of
Philip; to abhor and detest the very ides
thought of his tyranny', end to grasp
their swords as in daye of 0ld, and rush to
the army, there to fight for the liberty ~f
their country, and for the overthrow of
the insolent tyrant,

Then it was that the great, the immortal
Demosthenes did, by his consumate elo-
quezte, a0 presont the state of the country
befora the eyes of ‘tbe people, s0 “paint
and describe the charaster of their Mace-
donian enemy, so persuade and entreat
his sudience to raise up and save their
country -from ruin and devastation, and
themselves from tlavery,—thst they, no
longer hesitating between duty and ineli-
nalion, batween the “calls of patriotism,
and thoss of sell interest, eried out as but
one man,—* Let us march agaiost Philip;
let us fight for cur liberties; let us con-
quer—or diel”

One voice, sne misd m“t::"!inu.—
Yo arms? to armel to arme ! They cry :
Geanp the shield, mnd draw tha eword ;
Taad us to Phllippl’s Jord ;

Let us conquer him—or die}* ™

But ales! what is an srmy without o
general? Had there been s general at this

time as sarnest, as patriotic, and as skilful,
and practiesd im his profession, as was
Demosthenes in his cecupation, how differ-
ont o tale would it be our Jot to Lell. But
*facts are stubborn things; ® aud itie a
fact that for want of a skilful and practical
general, all the efforts of the noble Athe.
nians were in vain. Iu vain did they rush
to the mational standard, and mareh forth,
willing to sacrifice themselves for their
sountry ;—they had 90 long courted luxury
sud indolence, that there was not among
them & compaetent geaers!, and o they fol),
and along with them went the noble
orator, the immertal Demosthenes,

#Ah, Rloquence | thow waat usdone—
Waat from thy netive country d‘t'hen—

Whea tyraay ecli the sun,
And oub

stare of heaven

Ignominious defeat caused the ne . lo
hang down ite head a.d it then becamen
tributary nation, “i co then it has never
held up its head smmvug nations as before,
The grand army  rayed against PLilip,
baeing beaten, the ¢ untry soon yielded to
his sway, and aeknowledged his sov-
erviguty. Philip having sccsmplished the
conquest of Greecs (his secondary objest),
next proceeded to make neceswary prepar-
ations for the carrying out of his prit. 2y
projeet, vis : the invasion of Persia.

But ere he could have these arrange-
mente all concluded,—<¢re be wae ready to
start out on his expedition,~-his prepsra-
tions reecived a sudden cheek, in his death,
which he met as & tyrant deserves;—he
wa murdered in cold blood, by the hand
of an meenesio,

Thus did Philip reap the jost reward of
his deeds,

As he had gained all his conquests—
all hic aceessions ‘of power aud territory
by intrigue, by deceit, by false represen-
tations, and by strategy —so his assamsina-
tor, by the same mesns, gained his point,
and the great monarch was ushered iuto
starnity. As he had always found bis
enemies surpriscd, and unpreparod, snd
him-elf unlooked fory so, at the timie when
he was called upon to *“shufiie off this
mortal coil,” he was in the midet of &
worldly euterprise, and had entertained
no thoughts of death, the messsnger came
te him an unexpected, unwelcome, but
irresiotible visitor. So did he pay for his
injustice in life, by being un
w!\h at his de:tin. y being unjuatly dealt

As he was treacherous as a warrior and

s stateeman, 00 he fell by treacherous
hands.

tlis bread being cast wpon the-waters,
returned after many days. He reaped
the fruits of what he sowed—but he did
mot expect it

This is worth remembering, and ia this
Jife we should always bear in miund the
“Golden Rule:™ * Whatsozver yo would
that others should do unto you, do ye even
so unto them.”




