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dance en God, to preceed without any further

draft on your friends.” 'While, therefore, they
rotain a cordinl attachment to that Suciety for
the liberal aid heretofore afforded, they commen-
eed this year, in a pecuniary point of view, as n
sel™-supporting chureh.  Many of your readers
will, I have no doubt, rejoice in these indications
of happy progress.
. WiLkrs.
July 81, 1843,

TO TIU: EDITOR OF THE ILARBINGLR.

Dean Sir,—T wish you would exert your
editorial infiucnce, as mueh jou can, in persuad-
ing Christians to speak and write more carnestly
and frequently on those subjects which are of the
ereatest importance, rather than on those minor
points on which they differ. For,surely it is not
agreable to Scripture or reason, that men should
spend ten or fifty times more zeal and labor on
infarior points than on those which are confessed-
Iy of the greatest importance.  Yet this is often
done. But how are we to know what is most
important?

There are some religious duties which are to
be morefrequently attended to than others—some
are necessarily confined to certzin times and
Jplaces, and others are not so.

For instance, it is o duty to attend to baptism,
the Lord’s Supper, public and social worship,
repentanee, faith, love, &e.  Butthose thingsdiffer
as to the frequency with which they are to be
attended to, and also in importance. Baptism
is tno be attended to but onee in one's life, the
Lord's Supper aud public worship, frequently; bud
faith and love, and desires after God, are always
essential to the Jife of the soul, as breathing is to
the life of the body, and therefore are not con-
fined to times and places, but may be always at-
tended to. I think that those things which we
are frequently to perform, are more essential to
religion than those which we attend to but
seldom. It would be strange if infinite wisdom
:\nd goodness should require to do that often
which has less connegtion with real religion, and
that seldom, which is most essential to it.

2. There are some things which were aiways
necessary as part of trae religion, or in which it
consisted,—fuith, love, ohedience to the will of
God, in whatever way he made it known to men.
The external ordinances of religion are binding
necording as  times and cireumstapces render
them practicable, and have been chinged by
divine authority at different periods. “A man.or
woman may be for years confined to the bed of
afffiction, and so unable to attend thc external
ordinances of x;chgw,,.und yet be “eminently

pious. Who then would make all these of equal
importance ?

3. Wicked men may attend or submit to aii tho
outward ordinances of religion, and think thera-
selver, and bo theaght by uthers, reigious,  But
any thing which men,continuing wiched, stnsual,
not having the spirit, can do or have, cannot be
an essentinl part of real religion, the substance
of which is that Jove which is the fulfilling of the
law—Rom. xiii,

External ordinances are very useful by the
blessing of God, to those who attend to them by
faithin himwhoappointed them, anddepending on
his presence, as the seaffold is useful in carrying
on abuilding, but as the bulding is more com-
piete, and appears to greater advantage when
the scafiuids are Jaid aside as useless, so will
religion be jzove perfecy and glorious, when out-
ward ordinances are no longer nceded.

But in religion muny ave ueting as absurdly as
it would be 10 mistake the scafiold for the build-
ing, and spend all their time and joeans in malk-
ing the scafivld siowy and splendid while the
building is forgotten. In what an awful degree
is this the case with many at present! How
neeessary,therefure,to hold forth the truth that the
“ Kingdom of God ” or real religion, does not
consist in “ment and drink,” or any thing which
men, while under the power of a carnal imind,
can Goj; that ticir prayers, and ail their pompous
services, are an apumination to the Lord, this is
clearly taughtin \‘cripturc,—\ce Dsalm 1, 8,~and
Prov. xv. 8, 9, 26. 25,—Isa. 1. 10—15.) It is tobe
obsersed here that the things of which God ex-
presses his abiorence in such strong language,
were Lot the imentions of men, but what he
himself had appointed, now rendered hateful to
him, and rainees to men, by resting in the mere
observance of’ them, making them the end and
not the means.  What then does God think of the
pageantry, wita which many now presume to
insult him, by turning his worship into an im-
pious farce 2
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IJow absurd to giory in.any thing which men,
continuing under the power of sin, can do or
have? (Can those prayers and other services,
which are an abomination: 1o God, be profitable
tomen ? Whatis the usc of aveligion that does
3 not parify the heart, and produce love to God
¢ and man, and regulate thc conduet in the way of
¢ righteousness ? 1 eter i. 22. 1 John iii. 7. 10
é Quicrox.
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TO THE IDITOR OF TRE HARBINGER.

REv. axp Dear Siny—1It is to me magter of
surpn se and regret that so much ignorance exists
in our Christian community on some of the



