THE HARBINGER.

doubts are now very cxlensively enlertained as to
the propriety of consuming the time and talents of
well qualified missionarics in the conveyance of
clementary instruction. Boarding schools, in which
the children are entirely seperated from thesr heathen
neizhbours, are rapidly superseding those of a
morg general character, and are furnishing 1o the
wives of our missionarics and other Chrisuian pinl-
anthropists an admirable sphere of benevolent ex-
crtion.

There is, besides, at all our principle missionary
stations a growing desire amongst our brethren for
some provision more adequate than any yet existing
for the cducation of native preachers, catechusts,
and schoolmasters. Candidates for all these offices
are rapidly increasing, and, as it must be by ne-
tives that India must be eventually evangehzed, too
much attention cannot be given to the subject. The
natural timidity of the Hindoo character, the neces-
sarily limited acquaintance with divine truth which
the most proficient nattve can as yet obtain, the tact
and couruge and moral power essential to the prose-
cution of the missionary enterprize will for a long
time require that Europeans should direct and su-
perintend the Jabours of their native brethren.
But the time has come when our measures in refer-
ence to India, must assume a very decided charac-
ter, and never was there a juncture in the history of
Britain more favourable for the adoption of such
measures than the present.  The Christians of our
Eritish voluntary Churches, are now prepared to
rival and even to excel those of another order in the
provision made [or securing the inestimable ndvan-
tages of an educated ministry.  Suck e ministry
must be given fo India, and we foresee the time
when the best energies of our greatest and most gift-
ed men will be devoted to the formation and execu-
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religious subjects. A good number of thes? children
contribu'e to their own support by the manufacture
of lace ; these I afterwards saw at their work, and
was strongly reminded of what 1 have often witness-
ed i my own county in England.

After the examination, a number of the young
women who have been trained up in this school, but
are now marned and sctiled in the neizhbourhoad,
called, in a body, upon me : they expressed their
thankfuiness 10 BMr. and Mrs. Mault, who had so
leng cared for them and instructed them ; and to
God, who had, 1 his mercy, brought them into the
mission-school, and taught them 10 know him, and,
as they hoped, o love him too; and lhey particu-
larly requested that, on my arrival in England, [
would express to the kind ladies who had contributed
1o the support of their school, how deeply they felt
obliged to them. I promised I would do so; but
suggested how much better it would be for them to
express ther feelings in a short Tamil letter, which
I would get translatedinto English, and carry home,
for the perusal of the ladies subscribing to the
school s they agrced to this, and three of their
number were deputed to draw up the letter. It was
written the same day, and foithfhl translation
thereof made by Miss Mault. I send you both the
English and original. I am sure it will please you,
and be especially gratifving to those ladies who aid
in supporting the school. ~ Several of these young
women, with their husbands, are members of
the church; some are teachers ; and all who have
fumilies are endeavouring to train up their children
wn the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

The following is the letter which Mr. Hands
thus introduces :

Kind and benevolent Ladies,—We shall feel to

tion of some plan that shall sccure for the teeming | the end of our days, that we owe you a great debt

millious of India, a succession of cnlightened na-
tive preachers of the gospel. We long to sce the
schools of the Christian prophets rising amudst the
Temples and Mosques of [lindoostun, and sending
forth, as from so many fountains, the waters of sal-
vation throuzhout that moral wilderness. Till then,
the British Churches wiil have but very partially
discharged their obligations in reference to Indin,—
1ill then we shall not be able rationally to anticipate
the {ull realization of our hapes, the plenary answer
to our prayers on behalf of India.

MiSSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.,
INDIA.

NATIVE FEMALE EDUCATION.

The subjoined communication from the Rev.
John Hauds, lately returned to Fngland,
supplies a gratifying testimony to the progress
of female education in Travancore, and cleatly
establishes the competency of this branch of
Christian lahour to achieve, under the Divine
blessing, the object it has in view.

On the 15th December last, I attended an eximi-
ration of the native girls’ school at Nagercoil 5 the
largest and the best conducted institution of the kind
I have seen in India. It contains ninety girls, who
are all supported and educated in the Mission-house.
1 was delighted with the clean, ncat, and orderly
appearance and behaviour of the children; with the
intelligence they generally displayed ; and especially
the readiness and propriety with which most of them

replied to questions on the Seriptures and various

of gratitude, for though we were entire strangers
to you, yet you had compassion on us, and sought
our welfare, but providing for us the means of het~
ter instruction, that we might, ke Mary, choosc the
art.
d It would be impossible for us to enumerate all the
mercies that we now enjoy through your hberality.
We hope you will kindly accept thus briel mention of
them.

You, being aware of the ignorance, superslition,
and ungodliness, prevailing among the people of
this country, together with the oppressions the
poor cxperienced from the rich, and the unmerciful
treatment the slaves received from their nasters,
sent your mmssionaries among us, and when they
came they found us in this deplorable condition.
Morcover, according to the custom of this country,
we, in connection with the rest of the female part of
the community, were stupid and uniettered ; but,
by your favour and bounty, we have been raised
from this wretched condition, have Leen taught 10
know the true God, to feel the evil nature of sin,
and to follow the Saviour of the world. Some of
us have been redeemed {rom slavery, and now cnjoy
likarty, and, what is still more important, all of us
have been taught, not only to read the Seriptures,
but also to understand the truths therein contained.
The rich und the great of this country do not con-
tribute in any degrec to the furtherance of this
object; but when we look on what you have done,
we are persuaded you are influenced by the benevo-
Ient and divine command which says, ¢ Love your
neighbour as yoursell.?>  We who have been traincd
up in this good way, and are now the mothers of
from one to fivo children, are enabled to live in-



