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dorful changes in hor »hysical appearance
‘during the wultitudinous ages of her
growih. Ho contomplates her covorer),
at flrst, with forosts, wmorcly, with not
cvon a bird in all her bordors to hail the
approacl of morn or_bresk the painful
solitudo that reigued ns much at the

teoming tropics a5 at the barren poles.— | to

Again ho contemplates har peopled with
strango and onormous animals—the
Tohthyosarus, tho Iguanadon, the Mega-
losatus, tho Megathorium, the Diunothe-
rium—and more  wonderful still, the
Pterodaotylus, that alternately traversed
the land, tha sea, and the air. Lastly he
contompfatos tho carth peopled by man,
with a now raco of lower animals and a
differont order of plants, Xer rich de-
posits of lime and marl; her variegated
and beautiful rocks; aer valuable mines
of copper, silver, and gold ; and Ler vast
stomﬁousos of coa), whioh was deposited
ages beforo tho origin of man, to supply
his wants when ho should have felled the
forests, and other rosorts for combusti-
bles should becomo necessary ;—all these
facts are grappled by the understanding,
and o wade to yidld their scercted
loney. It matters not to the lover of the
natural soionccs, whether the carth be
folded in tha ioy pall of winter, or
unveiling hor life-full charms in the
lap of swmumor, she is always replete with
intorest to his watchful eye. Bvery
atom of dust which helps to compose ker
pondorous bulk, is an object for analysis,
and offers abundant and delightful exer-
ciso to hismind.

Soientifio attainments afford pleasure in
correoting orrors of the sense.  The un-
deratanding here gaing, as in all literary
pursuits, a wido scope, and has presented
to it tho noblest apportunities to try its
strongth.  Ono of the most classical wri-
ters of tho ngo—Idward Everett, has
beautifully and trutbfully observed that
“senso and soience are at war” The
sparkiing gem that glitters on the brow
of night is converted, by science, iuto a
mighty orb, the sourcs of light, the cen-
tre of attraction, the sun of a system like
our own, Tho beautiful planct which
lingers in the western sky when the sun
has gone down, or hieralds the approach
of moraing; whoso mild and lovely beams
scem to shed o spirit of tranquility not
umnixed with sndness, not far fromn devo-
tion, into the very keart of hi:n who wan-
ders forth to beholdt it, s, in the contem-
plation of science, a cloud-wesapped sphere
—a world of rugged =ountains and
stormy deeps. We study, we reason, we
contemplate. We climb the giddy scaf-
fold of induotion up to the very stars.—
We borrow the wings of the boldest an-
nlysis, and fice to the vitermost parts of
creation, and then shutting our cyes on
the radiant points that twinklo in the
vaults of night, the well-constructed mind
gecs opening befere it the stupendous
mechanfsm of the heavens.  Its plancts
swell into worlds,  Jts crowded stars fe-
cede, expand, becoma central suns, and
we hear tho rush of tho wighty orbs that
gircle round them. The bands of Qrion
are loosed, and the sparkling ¥ays which
cross eagh other on s belt, resolved into
foods of light, streaming {rom
£ystem a0ross the pathway of the outer
Yieavens,
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But the pleusures of the understanding
and those of the imagination are so inti-
imately connccted, thatin treating of the
former, we almost unconsciously, trespass
on the grounds of the latter. Letting
thoso pasa, with the notico already re-
ccived, these must now be briefly adverted

Everything in scicnce has an clevating
and an cnnobling effect upon the mind.—
1ts objects for contemplation are so lofty
that they buoy the thoughts above much
that is low, sordid and debasing. Thus
the whole mind is, in a manner, purified
and refined, and conscquently the flights
of the imagination, while they are less
confined and more bold, are fraught with
more chastened delight. One by one,
the ficlds through which she is to range,
are opened, as we continue our scientific
travels, till at last she soars through every
realm of space, and mukes her home with
whatever is  beautiful, marvellous or sub-
lime. Dirceted by the finger of kuow-
ledge, sho views no object in the universe
with insignificance or with cold indiffer-
ence. All seems warm, plastic, and
freshly polished as 5f just tossed from the
moulding hund of its Makor.

The individual who possesses a well
stored mind and a lively imogination,
though never in reulity a dozen miles
from his birth place, may, by the help ot
this faculty, journey all uver the globe.—
He may wend his way to the rolling prai-
ries of the west, and with the poct feel
his soul dilate while the eye (of the ima-
gination) “takes in the cncircling vast.
ness,"” or continuing his route, he may
rove witl ‘ke red man through the wilds
of Missvuis .ud join the exciting chase.—
He may climb the Andeg at the South,
and pluck a feather from the wing of the
condor, or view the subligfe eruptions of
Cotapasi; he may swing the lasso over
the head of the wild horse on the plains
of Peru, or embark for a southern isle
and there survey a splendid night scene—
the glorious panorama of a new heavens.
He may dart to the north, and at mid-
night, by the intcuser light of the aurora
borealis, chase the white bear over the
frozen seas, or climb the ice-hills and gaze
on those now verdureless islands yhich,
ages before the creation of man, were
beautified by groves of pine, and fragrant,
perhaps, with the daisy and the primrose.
He may go to the old world, andsisit the
great oncs of the past, whose foot-prints
are so distinet along the shores of immor-
tal fame. e may embark with Cadmus
and convey the first freight of science to the
shores of Europe—may sit with Socrates
in the refreshing arbors of Academus, and
listen to the hulfimpacted lossons of the
first instructor in worldy wisdom—may
stand on the forum with Demosthencs,
and view {be awestruck multitude raised
to their feet by the mere magic of clo-
quence—may wander with Homer along
the banks of his native strcam and listen
to the fresh breathings of song, which,
like the sage instructions of Nestor,
“flowed from his lips like a river ot
honey,” and which stifl heard in every
clussic hall, is to cease only with the last
pulsation of time. Memay chat with
Solon and Lycurgus, with Galileo and
Newton, Bicon and Locke, Linuseus, Cu-
vier, and Davy—all the renowned votaries

of learning whose liberal contributions to
scionce have secured for them the grate.
ful remembranco of all after generations
of mankind,

Not content with roving over tho earth,
the cultivated imagination plunges its
possessor into her bosom where he views
those wonders olready hinted at, witleh
the casth presented in her infant state—
She is contemplated as an oblate spheriod,
cight thousand miles in diameter, witha
crust, some forty or fifty miles in thick-
ness, benesth which, isnought but a liquid
mass of fire, the paront of thermal springs
and burning mountains; and all this
globe of molten minerals is seen rushing
through space at the rate of a thousand
miles in 2 minute. Taking an upward
flight, he gets upon the track of a ray of
light which has been travelling at the rato
of 190,000 in a second, to reach the
carth; at a glance of thought, he darts to
its starting point, and there sces a vast
orb of light, which is larger than the sun,
and though upparently hxed, to the natu-
ral eye, is moving annually, 120,000,000
of millions of miles,

How beautifully the poet has depicted
this power and dispoesition of the imagina-
tion to soar and roam through the
empyrean :—

“ The bizh hin-n sonl
Disdains to rest her heaven-aspiring wing
Beneath s vauve quarry. Tired of canh
And this diviual sceue, she spuugs aluit
Through felds of air, pursues the lying
storms ;
Rides on the volleying lighinings through
the hegavens;
Or yoked with whirlwinds and the northery

blast,

Sweeps the long track of day. ‘Ih:n Ligh
she soarsy

The blue profound, and hovering around
the sun,

Beholds bhim powsing the redundant sircam
Of light; behold his wurelenting sway
Bend -the reluctant planets to absolve

The fatal rouud of lime. Thence fav cffused
She darts her swiftness up tho Yonyg career
Of devious comets: through its burmng sigus,
Bauhiug measures the perenmsl wiwel

Of nature, aud looks back on all the stus
Whose blended light, as with a unlky zono
Invests the orient.” .

(Tv be continued.)

« EDUCATION AND INFLUENCE
OF WOMAN.”

We seleet the following beautiful picturo
from a rccently published address of
Richard V. Cook, Esq., of Columbus,
Texas, on this subject. It willtouch the
heart of the reader. We seldom stume
ble upon so well expressed an idea of wo-
man’s truc mission:

I fancy a young man just emerging
from the bright clystom of youth, and
commencing the bright journcy of life,
Honest, noble and gifted—the brozd
world to his warm hopes is the future
scenc of affluence, fame and happiness.
Under bis active cnergies, business pros-
pers, and, as a consequence, friends come
about him. Erclong he meets a sensiblo
and simple girl, wha wins his heart, and
who loves and {rusts him in return. He
does not stop to ask what the world will
say about the atch in casr he warries
her.  Not he. The world is kicked out
of doorg, ard the man detenmnines to bo
the architect of his own happiness, Ho



