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2. Every lime nlw should be n time of prayer, | nmst not cull spon we ull - you know thet you are
Appointed tines should be set apart for fumnily und § redeemed. “Come o me”  ** Whosoever will,
seeret praver. and these nppointed times shonld be + let hian como wid tnke the water of life freeh”
sacredly Kept, nud never cartwiled by seeular pure 3 But he also says, In prayer, » hit up holy hauds.”
suit. Not only, however, in sct times of devos ".\h! who can say, T um clean, Lam pure from
tion, bt st all tmes—m direet wonlup—in cme § every anl"  Who can Lt up hands withuut a stain
ployment «and in reereation the breath of prayer y dntothie hols God ! Not ene. W have all sinned
should be nseonding to God. ¢ Pruy without cens § and come short of the glory of God. “I'he cry of
“wing” 'Fhis would keep sien from unlawtul eme y every one who know s hunsedf will be, * Bater” not
ployments, utd eave them trom tggmenuness and § 1oto Judimuent voth thy seevant, for in thy sight
“#in of the wretched exenses mude 10 puthiate ther § sholl po man hvinyg be jostilicd”  So it is not
conduet. “Flus would Keep them utso trom undials ¢ ticant that we tuast be siless befure we approach
Jowed and foridden amusements.  In ther datly + anto God, b ot sancere—pure m s way, that we
avocutions they would be servants of the Lord Jes . cust wll huowa sin from us with abhutzcnce—~that
sud, und in their reereations, while netvge the | we throw. down the reward of wquity  from our
body and lightemng the spints, they would be kept o hands—that we Iet gro the grasp of every fulse
from forgetting the God thut made them, and from § hope——and entend the hands and open the heart to
bringing lungour, pethaps deatheupon thar souls, ¢ God—lotgag for hes fallaess.

Nay. we shoutd hve in sueh a halit of prayer, that §
even in those times when the mmd 13 most vaeant, §
the thonghts that it before us us shadows, lenviny 4
hardly an impress belnnd, shoutd be thoughts fead- 4
ing heavenward.  Even ws the o ot sleep snd 1 agranst wny, let hun formse ad pray for his oppo-
deep forcetfulness, when i dreuing we wander o nent. Are you the myured party ! Sull forgive,
an iwviable and fanciful ereztion, one wanderings - and seek w better spant for your sdvenary. Is
should be in the bright world- shove—aour visions + your enemy vidictive, and does he continne agrain
should be sights of glory, unreal uideed, yet prafit- ¢ and agam to do you wrong ! Forgive—st till sc-
‘uble to our souls, l venity tuiies seven”  Rensember swhat s forgiven

3. Fvery pluce also should be o place of prayer. § You if ye are Chinst's—what must be (orgiven you
God's house; where prayer is wont to bo-made, | W ever you enter the kingdom.  Remember you
should ulwaye be visited it the spirit. of prayer, L 8% @ penitent if. you traly pray—be fike u peni-
The dwelling should have its family altar whenee | tents and remember what s anplicd in all your
morning nud evening should ariso the meenwe of | SUpplications—* Forgive s onr trespieses, s e
prayerand praise.  Frery soud aleo should ave s § Jorgeve those that trespuss agasnst us”
closet—its recret place—where noeye bt Uml'sl
cit eee, ttd wo car bt hix cun hear the outpons. |

"The finnt chapter of Isaialvis an iustructive com-
imentary on this paint.

2 Without wrath,  If any man have a quatrel

3. Wihont doulting. ‘Lhere is much to mako
every one doubt who is truly concerned for the sal-

W gy

ings of uhunble and carnest hemt.

But besides these special places—the workshop
~the field—the busy wazt—should be ballowed by
praver.  Where God's people meet, and where the
wiched congrurate, it God east our lot there, we
should call on his name.  Abrabiam called upon the
loard i the plam of Mainre, and Lot from the
midst of ungodiy Sodom.  ‘I'he levely plain, o
ashed with the goaduess of God, and archied with
the gdonious heavens, i sven to be o fittg place
for the wosship of hin ** who dwelleth not in temn-
ples made with hands”  But he is not confined to
auy apot 5 wherever there  a tae worshupper,
there s a0 temple. He heard the ery of (aith
aundst the din of corang and revedey e Sodom,
‘The pare meense of prayer ascended to God from

the mndst and above the tack polinnons of a city’

whose enp of wickednes was filled 10 the brim,
Dinel cried i the hony” den—that was natural,
for who could dehiver him fromn such innminent pe.
rl bnt God?  Dawel also prayed 1o God in one of
the gonreous palisces of Babylon, in opposition o
the fashions of the conrt aud the world—notwith-
stanchiys the comnand of a kg whom he loved,
and at the nsk of a cruel death. Thes was grace
=the nught of the st resiag him above the
fears of scom or of sullering,

In this warld we may sometimes be as of cast
into a den of hons.  Instant and fearful death may
be losking us an the face—uny mun will cry 10 Gd
then.  But at other inmes we miny be surrounded
by comforts—so kindly leched upon by the warld,
thut we are as it were in a puiace.  Heaure then
amd there to ciil upon God.  ‘The bade secks

-Chrst upon the streets of the aty—hy mght upon
her bed, ws well a5 m the banquetting-hiouse when
she cujoys commumoen with lim whoms her son! lo-
veth. -So will we do, 1f we are or would be child.
ren of the bade. \

Do you Lnow a place where God is nat—where
his preseace is not intiately heside you?  ‘Lhea,
neither know a place where praver is not to be
made.  Let every locabty be a Bethel—a pluce
where you have sought acovenant-keeping God—
and every locality will b to youa Penicl—u place
where you huve seen God fuce to fuce with theeye
o fuith, und where he has plessed your soul.

1L Requisites in these who would seck God by
prayer.

1.« Lifiing up holy hands™ Man says, pray
ot il you dic converied.  God dees not 52y, You
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vation of his-soul.  “Lhere s the guilt of sin, and
the dreadful recollections of our wickedness und
unreadliness s and should our fears on this account
be banished by such & word'ns that? ¢ “T'he hlood
of Jesus Christ, his son, cleanseth us from all sin.”
There remaing u fear of our own sincerity. We
may be conscions even at the moment that we are
reeRilg rede aption from ol iniquity. and yet, at
that very time, fear that in a little while onr hearts
will be agzain wandering on the moutitains of va-
nity.  Such eanses of doubting are known to all
who have got same insight into the desperate wicke
eduess and decvitfuluess of their own hearts. But
besides these, we: are conscions of haseness and
repeated provocation towards God in our sits, that
*ve cannot in honesty forgrive ourselves, and we fear
that God lookx upon us with a feeling of louthing,
aned will not forgive us vither, forgetting that he is
God, and not mun, und that he can be just,
and yet the justifyer of him who helieveth in
Jesus.  Qur doubty, with other evil thoushts,
proceed from ot of our own heurts, und are
countenanced by our unbelieving and unscrip.
tural reasonings concerning God in his dealing with
sinners. ‘Phey do not spring (rom any views of
God in his arting towands true penitents that are
given in his word 2 for though he is holy, and re-
quires holiness in those that seek his face, yet he
provides holiness for his people—though just and
inflexible inhis judzments, yet he has 2 plan of
merey consistent with justice.  One_died the just
for the unjust, 10 hring us to God.  He is abloand
willing to save—fuithful {0 all his promises.

Doubts spring from ousselves.  Now in prayer
~—in true prayer—we discliim all self-righteous-
ness—=all ment—ull power i man to save. We
cast ounselves m guilt before God. Al hope is
placed in him—a!l trust in Clirist's finished work—
all eApectaton m grace, aud the promised spirit to
gaide s ato ] trnih, and make ns ineet for hea-
ver. God is all and iu all in prayer—thercfore, in
prayer tce should not doult.

-Call then upon the Lord. Let no one neglect
this duty, However gilty and vile, seek his face.
Christ came to save the lost. We have undoue
ourselves, but in Godisourhelp. It is here, ¢ God
hath given 1o us eternal hife, und this bfo is in his
Son”” He will be inquired of for thix,. ¢ Whoso-
ever shall call upon the nume of the Lord shull be
aaved! * G

IMINISTERIAL CONCER'T FOR PRAYER.

T the Ii:Ii(o:;f the Record.

Dean Sra—1n my last ste I brought under
1 your notice and the notice of the brethren, the
1 subjeet ot o concert for prayer on Suturday evens
1 g of every week, and hunted at some of the be-
{ inctits which might be ‘expeeted to flow from the
1 adoption of such o scheme. 1 trust it is unneces-
1 sary to say an thinge i farther recommendation of
| the proposuls more especidly to numisters, as 1 am
1 sure that alf the servants of God, who are tanght
t ot han, will feel conupution with the Lord at his
t throne of grace, und speeist praver for the influen
ces of the {loly Spint to be the best preparation
for the duties of the sunctuary.  No doult study
iy necessary, and preparation of a mental and ine
telteetual kind, but the preparation of the heart is
necessury m an equal or even lugher degree; and
this preparation cometh from God, and. must bs
songht i conunumon with hun und prayer, for tha
softenng, quckemng and punfying influcnces of
i the Spinat,
At present I nean very briclly to point out some
| subjeets wiuch nught have o special place in our
supplications on these occaswns; and in doing
this 1 shall not dwell on those subjects which
shounld have & place n the prayens of ail christians
at all tnes, but shall - notice such i panticnlur ag
relule most closely to the cucunstunces: of the
church in this lund.

1 ‘Ihist as the servants of Christy we may be
tanght of God, tnd enabled to speuk the trath in
love ; to declare tho whole conusel of God; to he
living epistles of Ciiristy known und read of all men 3
wd to seek the glory of the Joard m the salvation
of souls, us the prent end of all our mmistrations,

Q. 'I'hat the Lord would open the hearts of our
people, and make his word cffectual for convineing
and converting simners, comforting distressed souls,
and sanentying and edifving behevers, so that the
word of God may have free conrse and be glorified.
b3, 'I'hat prevalng wickedness wnd angoaiic
may fe arrested and brought to an end; and that
the spint of the Lord may kit up a standard against
the oot of ungodhness wiueh threatens to sweep
overour land.  Many flagront sins cleuve to us us
a conunuty, especially Sabbath profanation, ine
temperance, sweanng, &c.

A Thut God would Luld up and prosper- our
church.  When we look biack on the brief histary
of our church, we may well say, * the Lord hath
been mindful of us ;" and m leoking forward we
may hope that he will bless us und increise us
wore and more.  But we have much to humble us,
aud to muke onr hearts tremble for the ark of God.
And whither can we look for aid?  Vuin is the
hiclp of man. God alone 1s our refuge aud our
strength. How necessary is it that we seck his
direction and blessing i all that we do usa church.

&, 'That Ged would bless cspecially the educa-
tional institutong of the church. ‘I'hese are of
the very highest importance, for providing asupply
of lubonrers. for the Jurge nortion of Chnst’s vine-
vard committed to our care. I many respeets
these instititions are in a hopeful and prowising
state 3 but stifl the full supply of teachiers has not
been obtained ; und even were the muchinery in
the inost complete aid workmg state, the Wessing
of God is nccessary. ‘The nwe:.xi)crfcct orguniza~
tion 18 uscless if the spirit of God is not present
Tat usthen pray that.God would specially bless
these institutions, und teach, by his own spint, both
professors - und students ;. thut. he would provide
men fitted for this important work, and owa these
stitutions as schools for the prophets.

6. "Fhat success may attend our efforis tor union.
I trust the desire for a union is both univensal and
smcere.  Somie difficultics seem to be in the way 3
but I really believe. that these difficultics are more
likely to be suriounted by the cultivation en bath
sides of a devetional, a christian and charituble
spirit, than by mere discussion. At all cvents, we
may jook for success just in proportion as we are
chubled to have a single cye to God's glory, and to
follow the leudings of his providence and of his
spirit.  Man may make disunion. We must look
10 God if we would secury union. )




