Letyour- measiites be adopted, and- carried into- exccution with a
prayerful-sp-it, and-not-with_a factious -temper.  Whatever you-do_in
word-or in deed, do all in thename of the Lord Jesns,  Ask his dirce-
tion, and-scch-lus blessnz. Wun-lim upon your side, sucecss may be
expeetedd. Waoare persuaded that it is is will - these batlements
sh wld be overthrown, but have an ey .o Bt - vour attempts for thoir
abolition.  *.ct-your govermng s _ive-be hivglory and r
the advancement ofhis kingdom, and-not the praise that vou have come
off.victotious. ¢ Gorye u apen-her-walls and distroy, but-make-not a
full end§ TAXE-AWAY HERBATTLEMENTS, FoR THEY.ARE 2oT iz Lorp's »

Your o WhRe—

{TRANSLATED FROMTHE GERMAN, TOR CANADIAN PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE.]

THE MIGHT = PAST, THE DAY IS AT HAND,
Extract of a Sermnn, by Dr. Jvries MuewLrr, delivered on the first
" Sunday of .’hlccnl,jromﬂcg text, Rom. 13th, 11-=14,

With the prasent Sunday, my beloved;-wo enter upon a new church--

year.  The world-indeed concers itself-little- ahout-the church's new
year—it:-is scarcely cognizant -of-the .presence of -such -an-event';-and

“when-it-accidentally hears-of-it, it is-greatly_astonished. -But'we, who
give it to bo-understoud by our-presence in- this haly-place, that we par-

ticipate-in the heavenly concerns of the chiirch, that we will not-be-1hie

-children of-the-world but-the children of God, should webe indifferent-
to the:importance of-this Sunday-? Should we-allow-the-newyear-of~
the church 10 pass without-thought-over our heads?  Are there not-very
serious, important considerations to which it calls us1 ‘Not-merely-the
universal recollection as to-the rapid-flow-of time, and as to-the change-
-ableness of every thing earthiyto-which indéed every geeat-period-in our
life-gives occasion, -and- which-may-be-properly suggested-by the-civil -
new.year; but other thoughts, considerations, questions, here forco

themselves 6n-cur notice,-whick are:more intimately-connected-with the

importance of the passing from one new-year to another. Behind us, a -
'lélﬁé&ﬁé 6f,Sun?i:!;a are eoncliaded, every one of which was celebrated-.
in the house of the Lord; by the common divine service ;-for.the purpose of:
imparting strength to the spiritually destitute every time was the word-of
“God proclaimed, -explained, enforced ;-many -fine, _pious hymns-were -
-sang for the honor of God-and for the edification of “the community; and’

the tableof -the Lard:was_prepared ;-but-how has -every one of us em- -
ployed them-all-?  The Sunday-clock-has- called-us'to this place ;-have
we_followed itecall, and-have we-diligently app red-herc for the pur- -
pose of praying to God and-of receiving-his-holy word 1 And has_th
proached word -évery time found an entrance into-our-heart and-a- welt
‘prepared-soil, for the purpose of bringing forth fruit? Has i-promoted.in
us obedience to-the divine:precepts? ) )
The:prescnt Sunday. snmmons us not-merely-10-more- serious sclf-ex-

-Amination, the resalt-of which-must-mor¢-or Jess-ashame us-all, but alse
10-very joyful-feelings and-considerations. The dawn-of-a-new chutch
year is likewise the entrance to the tiine of Advent, and this is a_periud-
of holy-joy; ofjoyous hope. Now alrcady the heavenly message sounds
in our-carfrom-afar,.the word is tade fleah, that-to-us a Saviour jshorn :

already the sun-of the Christmas festival approaches, and as the beams
of the-day-blush -break-out wpon -the mountains, -for the purposc-of-an-
nouncing-to the night that-the day cometh; so-the time of -advent,_sis a2

herald of the joy of Christmas, prepares the way-10 our hearts.* On-the
life-of many of us liesthe dark night-of sorrow and care,orthere spreads
-put the still darker night-of #in ; but- now-the _magnificent lastre-of: =ad-
vent:time shines on thisnight, and-calls upon-all hearts, who openthem-
-selves 10 its beame; 1o light and-joy. The night is past, the-day is-at
-hand ! =this-is the_principle ofallzadvent preaching, and:the source-of all
right-advent feeling in-the hearts of the community. _And:as thefirst of
theadvent texts mecets ws_ with-this- announcement,. shonld-wo not -hear-
so-veryzjoyfal a prontumation with-pleasure ;-and-ought we -not will-
ingly-to-linger on such su}u'cérthmzs\'c:gayrrcfresh'ou}momories:y'ith
-its meaningl  We.will; therefore,-cmploy, for_this_purpose; the hour de-
voted-to-common devotion, ) -
e - . - -* . . >

[Afiérashortintroduction, Dr. Molier- considers first; the -past night
and the cowing day,and then-enquires- if=the_night is pastand-the-day
como for us? We shall translate-his illustration-of the first of these-par.
Aticalars.)

The_prophet Tsaiah saye; * Darkness covers the earth, and 7woss-dark- -
-ness the people.”  Asa-dark night of the latest hatvest-timeis spread -
over the-carth—mountainand valley, wood andficld, citics and-villages
“being wrapped in-its dark shadow, the nearest objects are tidden from -

our-view;the #iars send-only = scanty light on the path of the wanderer -

* Christmas is cclebrated by the Roman- Catholie, Lpiscopal-and Tu- -
“heran Churches, on the 25th of Deccmber ; while the Greek Church as-
scrt that Christ was bom-on the Gthof January.,  Immediately Yefore
the birth of Christa census-was ordered-of all_the Roman -empire, and -
Lukesays “all went-to be taxed cvery end into hicown city"—Laukeii. 3. °
Now it-is not-very likely that Augustus ‘would issue such-a decree dur-
-ing the depth of wister. The infercnce from thisis, that tho precise pe-

Tiod of our_Seviowr's mativity:is unknown.-~Nefe by the Trenalator.

The Canavian Presbotevian Fagaine.
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And has_the |

“voice of conscience spake lower, -at: last,

-serve the_knowledgo-of

“the-nations of the_carth-by the divine

of day itself.  The-Lord- mimmoned Mosento -the top-of
for the pirpose of making known hiswill-to -him.
Aire-of the-Lord-burning. on_the-motintain,

-dwell in_the thick darkness”  The law -poese

-path,-mo-that-he-goes inta crror and knowsnot whete-he is; thin

_ enticth owt-nivers-aniong the -rocks,

-thereof, neither-ixivfound in the land - o
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—s0 once the night of iznorance and _superstition -covered -the-hwman
race  And indesd it was so thtough therr own blame. Had the
mtens-troly preserval the higat, wlieh was given to them  from-
the bemuoipy, thay hirlt would hase wreturn preserved them fram
the BPFv of wperitien and idolum “For the vature of the in-
viatble-God, 1 g, Ins etemal power and Gedhend, xre 8o clearly
recn, that it can e tra? pereeved mo ol woorks, uamely, in the
creation of the world, s that they are without exetire  For-although-
they Rnew that there is . Gedd, th v have ant wonsluppedhin as
Ged, nenbor-svero-tnand ful, bug beenne vaus in therr imaginations,-and
heirfooli-h heart=was darhened  Prof ,-m‘mg'lhvm-fc!vmrhrlu\:\\‘iee;tbey
Feeaanwe FTools, and-charged the slory of the v <hangeable Godzinto-an
imaize mede Jike-to changaale man and to fosrsfoated wnd- erecping
boasee”  Deseising the hnowlodge of he tree Cedithe-lieathen dreamed
of 2 vreat mohiiude of duities, of which they sanctines made to-theme
selves sery strapge-amd unholy o presentationy ; they moulded-them-into
avaricty of forms, and-fell down before the fmmze-afier-which_their
heart-lusted, for-the purpoge of supplicating-them And-though-many-of
the nations of antiquity were-far advanced in human culture, skill-and
knowledge,.they could not-tear themselves away from this dark-error,
But though the-nations wandered from:-=God,; yet they could not wander
back.again; becauso.they-thought-not-that-Godd -perceived-them. God

conscquently gave them-over-to-a.perverse -feeling to.do_that -which -ie

-not convenient. Hii’lng\g'u,wiig€cgn in'the héart, whereas—their con-

science hore them witnese, even-their-thoughts agreeing _thereto, which

accu

acd of excused among -themselves; but fallen -from the-holy God

they-wished-n1ot=to hear-tho. voice of conacience, which-reminded them
-of Him-and of hiszholiness. -For-the-light-that- was-i

them:was dark ;
I and=darkened; the
-it=was almost:entircly silent ;

their knowledge -of-good-and-evil was-perplexed-an

“-they regarded sinnot-so mﬁchins’uin,u:w!!n:p’ﬁght:gh,lje avoided ;-they

had- pleasure -in-those- that did-

not only-themselves did- cvil- decds, but.

them. Thus great was the-power-of darknesa in_theii-heart.

But-the Lord-chose-one nation for -himself “from -the -nations-of -the-
worid; as his peculiar-property, the people-of Tsracl tha -they.might-pre-

1e-knowle the -truth. ~_Abrahnm, thic- piobs: progenitor-of
this peopli-,*indccd.:held;fnst:tn:lhbfi'oréh‘li):gr@ service of the onn God,
and God had complacency-in -him, and.revealed-himself in divers man-
ners to him andto his-descendants, for the purpose -of preserving -them

from:the- contagious-power of idolatry all -around ;-he_gave them, by

Moses, the law, that-they might-know -his holy will_ and live according
toit. _
Though the ne«!—of:Abﬁhiin,i'iofhowevcr.hidily,[u@ﬂ’@!@6 all

e revelation, yetit wasstill § .
only-the first fudiments -of the -Divine -word, -such an-washecessnry for

immature-children ;-the-law-was a_shadow of ,zo?\dt)g?iin to come,-not-
thefnatum*oﬁhc;googl:xtijncslthemsclye’g. In-the-revelation of the-Old
Testanment there shone-x-dusky wlimmering light, yét-not the clear-Jight

Mount Sinai
and his _people;-the
noi “but-veiled with thick-gloom;
aud-darknese and:tempest.  Solomon-built a-house to-the Lord-for a
habitation,.the pricsta-preparced to serve the-Lord with-wind and-stringed
instruments,-but,hehold, a-clond-filled=the-house-of-the-Lord; and 8olo-
mon,-astonished, went-back and-maid; *the

:Lord-has-mid-ho-would
1 S vancs-clearness, yet it is
not_tebe compared-for cléarness to-the soperior clearncss of the Gospel-;
as the:light of-the-moon pales and’-disappeais-before -the cleater splen-
dor of-the sun. Thelizht of Goshen-appearcd -amid ~thesurtounding-
darknese of E£ypt, Vet was that light- darknesé-in -compariion- with-the

-pre-eminent-glory-of Christ-on-the Mount ofTransfiguration, and when

there Moscs and-Elias-appeared-with- himsin light_and=aplendor, -yet-it-
was onlv the reflection froin_thecovntenance of Chnst- that-calivhtened-
them t-the Taw-and-the-praphecics.of-the O} “Testament,-when-slone by
themselves, being surraunded “with darkuess; must receivetheir true-light:
from-their=fulfilment-in Clirist. -
But-asthe traveller, on whamn- the night has-failen in-an unknown
n:the

light with camest-longing and sighs-fur-the break_of-day, so-also-the

-heathenzlong for-light and trath. Tt is-net, indecd. all-the-heattien, bat.

only-afew, who Tongfor something-better andhipher than carthly-plea-
sure-and-honor, and-with - corresponding -earnestnesa - endeavoured=to do
tio-work_of the Iaw-that-was written-on_thar -hearisz-these -pereeived-
the-darkness thatzlay-on stretelied upon the-nations; and-were scnsible of
their misery,  Then fome-in-the agzanies of “despair, raised-a-melancholy
complaint-over-the ruing of all hunan=knowledge and-wisdon "He
te s and-his cyc-secth- every-precioun:
thitg. ‘He bindeththe floods from overflowing, and the thingthat-ishid
brinzeth he forth- to light. But ‘where shall-wisdom -be Tound? and
whete ix-the-place of understanding?l  Man -knoweth-not -the -place
“the living. The abyss baith
inme”  And only-some ven-

iUie not-in me;-and the sea maith itis not

- twre, in humble-confidence, 10.addto -this complaint -the -words; * God
- knoweth the-way-thérend, and understandeth ita place.”

] _A'preseotiment
of the higher light-enlightens-yonr souls,.an the star the wise:men in the
east, and they longed to ace it they were carncrly desirous that it mright

ccmmend them to the favourahle consideration of-that God -who was

- still_unknown to them, that he might reveal himself 1o poorman inclined
* to error.



