tourdness of your hearts, suffere:d you
1o put away your wh:cs: hut from the
weginning it was not so. And I say
unte you, Whosoever shall put away
g wife, except it be for { ueation,
nd shall marry another, committeth
adultery: and whoso marrletl:  hepr
which Is put away doth ¢ rmmit adul-
tery.” Heve the same argusment holds
x-od. Even if justifiably put away—
for the cause of fornicatlon—the wife's
temarriagge by another is aduitery, for
the bond stll exists which precludes
the  romarrviage  of  efth=r-clearly
~howing that the eéxception made, “ex
~ept it be forndeation,” applies m rely
to the “putting away.” and not to the

remarrfage”  of either hushand o-
wife. Our Lord In_ the first instance,
m the Sermon on the Mownt. tells us
*hat the man who put away his wife
¢ r any cther cause than that of for-
nicatlon caused her to commit adul-
tery, in other words would b pe-
spunsible for that sin if she commit-
ted It: while In the second text e
w es further ana tells us that if the
hushand, in addition, marrjed another,
he himself would be guilty of adultery.
In view of the importance of the xul-
‘eet, I Know you will hear with m. it
1 quote just one text furth-r. St.
Paul, In illustrating ancther subject in
the 7th chapter of his Epistle to the
Romans, incidentally defines the law
of Christian marriage in terms which
there is 1o mistaking, He tells us,
“The woman which hath an huceband
Is bound by the law to her hushand
so long as he liveth: but if the hus-
band be dead, she is la.ssd from the
law of her husband. So then if, while
her husband liveth, she be married
to another man, she shall ha called
an adulteress: but if her husbhaand bhe
dcad. she is free from that law: so
that she §s no adulteress, though sh-
be married to another man. "

We sre, then, b w clear and linlng
is the Word of God In referopes 10
this mest important matter. and # is
rot strangce it shauld be so. totiching
as it does, the very ¢ re of family and
naticnal life. Many of you will woar-
vei—perhaps f&r the first time—ihat
in the face of all this there should ex-
ist uron the Statutebook of Engzland
an Acel, wh'ch n:t only legalises re-
warriage after divoree, bu: o-sitively
thraws op n the churches of the land
for what must be in truth nothing
short of blasphemous service. True,
no clergyman is ¢ mpelled by law to
wléh-ate such a service., bhut i such
A man can be found, the law provides
fer the use of the church.

Such a law was unknown in
Chrictian ccuntry pravious to the
year 1857, when the  Divorce Court
with all its attendant abi-minations
was set up. The Bl was carried
through beth Houses of Parlinment
almost altogether owing to the per-
sistent efforts  of cne man, but it
mever could have hecome law had the
membirs ¢f the Church realized what
the Divine law was, had they under-
steod the teaching «f their Dible, or
had they known the cenditions ef holy
marimony as laid down by the Church
of Christ,
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Now that soclal vice is belng gal-
vanized into ever-increasing aetivity
by the b allzed leence of this miser-
#ble enactment, thoughtinl peopls are
everywiere turning their attention to
the subject. They are beganning  to
realize what [t means and leads to.
In form-r days, when our fair younw
daughters exchanged the sanctity and
safety of the early h me for the equal-
Iy sacred and secure Burro. 1 lings of
married life, Athers and mathers wer,.
able to feel that God a-.d th ms lves,
their Chureh and thelr country, were
at une in hallowing and protecting the
umon that had Yeen entered into., Al
that Is now changed. ‘I'he Stats —this
Christian Stat: of England—iwith vio-
lent and profane hands throws “pen
the portals of the new home. Intrigue
may freely enter, sttengthened by the
infamous hope that the law of the
land will ons day enable it to crown
it lustful latour with success. The
scundal caused by divorced persons
attempting to obtain remarriage m
the Church and by the Church has in-
deed heen o grievius  scandal.  but
that, tov, has not been without its
gcod results. Had they bien content
with the morely secular contract
which they could have entered ints
before the registrar, the feelings of
the nation would not have been Qis-
turbed as they have been. No doubt
many husbands and wives and fath-
ers and mrethers amongst you are in
the habit of ccecasi-nally readiag over
the marriage s.rvice. Certainly  all
husbands and wives sbtould read jt—
and read it prayerfully—at least every
auniversary of their wedling day.,

‘Those of you. then, who know what
the service fs. and what it requires.
maust surely be shecked and pained to
the last digree when you hear of di-
rerced prrsens attemrping to o take
part in that s rvic~ when actually liv-
ix in o state < vitlay noof its vows,

What are these vons that have been
taken? e husband tuatos the wise

© Jive together after God's hely or-
dinanee in the holy  estate «f matri-
m.ny. To love ner. to comfort her.
bonsor and keep lter in sickness and
in h.alth, forsaking all ' ther and
Reeping only unte her so long as they
loth shall live.”

The wife takes the hushand “ta live
tyzether alter Ced's ordinance in the
hely estate of matrimony. Ta ob v
him and s:rve him, love, hon ur and
Keep him in sickness and in healtn.
and forsaking all other, keeping on'y
unto him, o long us they both shall
live,” Ylsewhere in the servie: «ach
takes the other, repeating with their
own lips the following vow. *I take
thee to have and to hold 1 m this day
foerward, for betler. for \wary for
richer, far pnorer. In sickness anl in
health, to love and cherish il death
us do part, according to Guad's h Iv
erdinance: and thereto I pligiht my
troth.” And. last'y. listen 1o the
prayer that con~ludes the sarsie>: 0
Ged. who didst appoint that out of
man {(created af*er Thine own imange
and similitude) woman should take her
beginning: and. knitting  them t--
gether, didst teach that it should never
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be lawrul to put asuntler those whom
Theu by matrimony hadst inade
O God, who hast consecrated the gtate
of matrimony to such an  excellent -
mystery, that in It s sigoticd and
repragented the apiritual marriage and
unity bhetwixt Christ and Hlis Church.
¢ * * bless than both, and grant
them to Inherit Thy everlasting king-
dom thre ugh Jesus Christ our Lord.”

T ask, my brethren, ean wanton pro-
fanity go farther than that persons
who have already broken these vows,
and are at the moment living i open
rebellon apaninst them, should Jhrust
themselves afresh into th- prayence of
Gud and take part in sach a mockery

as sucn a service must be?

As a last w 'rd, my brethren, why do
I today In Gad’s name, bring this mat-
ter before you? Because it Is one of
the decpest and most  far-reaching
concerns of  your Hyves. Becavs: the
evils T have printed out are saoping
the foundations of our family, sociad.
and national lfe: and, finally, be-
cause we can all bear a powerful and
noble part in creating u pure and holy
jublic opinion, which must in time
permeate our nation and our natjon's
lews, averting, we humbly hope and
pray the just  judgment of uan  of-
fended God, which, otherwise, must
surely, sconer or later, ‘overta™e us.

.
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ST THOMAS DAY--DEC. 21.

Monday, Dec. 2ist, was St. Thomas®
Tiay, About the Life «f this anostle
we do net krow much., His personal
rame was in all probability Judas. the
neme  Thomas  simply  meaning *a
Tw n” After the digpersien of  the
Twelve, e vould seemn to have gono

and lab rd in
aily

Parthia. It Is g ner.
that b+ preached  the
Goesprl 2t Eles, wlhere there Is rea-
s aalle wourd & u pring he wag
haried. 1y name s as oclated
audhint Chalztian church in
the extreme south  «f  India, founad
there in the » ar 1200 A, D, by Vasso
de- Gama v warm ey maint»'ned St
The mas their  founder, This
church can at any rate be tras 9 back
te the sixth century. The feast of St
Thomas was in the first indiance, ns
might be expected, an Eastrn one.
and way le cartied huck te the bha-
giuning of the 1ty century as a locat

feast of Edess:t, and to the middle of
the fifth ¢rntury more general ¥. when
Theedoret ep-aks of the chang* of the
festivals of heath'n gods into those
of =aints. €t. Peter, St. Paul, and St.
Thomas Ueinz the only names men-
L ncd  As rexards the West, the ob-
servance ef the festival was appar-
ently Iater, Lecause of its aYsence
from many ucient calendars and lit-
urgies. As kas already been said, the
Western chureh chserves Dic. 218t in
commemoration ¢f St. TRomay., The
day ohserved Ly the Greek chureh i3
Qct. 6th,
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