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renenltunsts waill keep the bail rolling pretty | stad, 1580 closo as that between o borso _and
perseveringly on the cungeminl themen oty lus nider , aud Ar. Bawyer bardiy  hked to
* cake, 1nangold wurzel, shert-horns, renp.  cunfess, oven to bupself, the very uferior

eseve

ing wuclnnen, and guauo , but I have heard
Indies, who are perhaps the best judges of
volubility, oflin that, for energy, duration,
aud the faculty of saying tho sawo thing
wver and uver ngamn, o dinloguo Lotweon a
cwaple uf fux-huuters beats overy other kind
of disctssivn oumapletely vut of tho field.

Mr. duwyer ok tho smtistive by pmating
o tho fux 8 tusk whuoh fastuned thy stning 1o
lun new friend s hat.

* hune auytung this last weook 2 smd
b, with that mysterious sir specially affoct-
«i by all individuals who aro cuonected,
lowever rowotoly,  with  horseflesh, and
whueh, 1 believe, bas much tu answer for, 1in
tho napression of consummate roguery which
it copveys to the uninitiated. ** It's been
gsod sccnting woather in my part of the
world. Mounds wmust have run hard on the
grass.”

‘Tho Honorable Crasher cuntted a large
vulune of stoko, ere ho roused himeself for
tho cffurt, and roplicd . ** Guod tlung, lust
L oiday, with tho Pytehloy, frum Iox Hall,
Do you know that conntry 2 ho added,
thunhivg, 1f las histencr did not, e nught
eave lumself the troublo of detailing at.

* I amon my way down to Lunt there
nuw, ' rgutied our fricud, “su I take aun
intorest, naturally, m your sport. Last
Priduy, yousay 2 Ah! that was the day
wo lnd such o fine run over vur cuuntry.
‘Two hours aud furty s ven wioutes, and
hilled our fox -and killed our fox,” ho re-
peatad, us if suchi & chmax was sufliciently
rare to ment wore than cuwmmou atten-
t.on.

Nuthing bat the epirit of emulation bt ween
different packs could have embarked the
Honorablo Crasher on a long story , but Le
wolw u}, from his lothargy ot this junctute,
and ubservea.

* Two hours and fo.ty-soven munutes?
Indecd ! It must have been a fino run ; but

bruto e had got in the bay. Somchow all
tho difficultics 1ato whioh e bad put huy
seemed to rise in his mind's oye, liko an ao-
cumulation of photographs, as ho sat back
amongst the cushions, and, withdrawing his
azo from tho outward world, fixed it on the
otely-lit lamp above bis head.

e remembered, nut without a shudder,
what a cropper the brute gave him at that
stilo 1n the potato-garden, which ot least he
might have sorambled over, if ho had only
risen six inches. Mo recalled tlo ftanous
run he lost from the Forty-acres, because no
persuasion would induoe Marathon to faco
the bullfinch encloaing that merstorious fox-
covert, and which A donkey could go? shrough
if ho would only look at it. Herefi~ sted how
the auunal perversoly

 8truck all Ins $waber, fathomed all lus

ditchos ;"

how Lo had never oleared a brook with lum
orgour o run to bus 1mnasters satwsfaction ;
and bow cven old Isaac allowed lus favorite
‘* wur a botter nag 1o the stable noi he war
in the field ;" and so musing, he shuddered
tu thunk of therrjqint endeavors to get out of
o tiiy-acro pasture, with an ox-fence all
round it, aua the gate locked !

To avoird such hornble visions, bo would
have planged once mure 1ato conversation,
but looking at his neighbor, observed uo was
now deep in ** The Idylls of the King,' —an
opic wluob sexved at least to keep the Hon-
orable Crushier awake, there by substantiat-
ing o theory I havo hoard broached by cer-
tain pulusuphers, aud which I ammxot en-
tirely prepared to d.spute, viz., that there s
suwetliun: of puetry 10 every man who rides
hard noross a country.

Certaialy uot 8 Kmght of the Table Round
cvald have been move daring in the saddie
thau the Honorable Crashier, for all Ius dis-

slow, I ¢ meclade - slow. I nuver cato tnuch
f.r anything vver an hodt.
sotauw, walhwyg after

o

stpated luoks and laygmd 1wanners; wnor

It's Inbuut aud cuuld hiv Liave been so cugrussed in tuo fate
Loutuds, tu my ot Luv Luy Mad of Astolat, nor so lost
nad. 1 au baw dosaupuions of tao black barge flonting

* Slow " rutorted Mr. Sawyer inlignaut | dreanaly duwn with 118 suowy burden (per-
ly. " Nutat oll, I was lawg tie Lest | Lups tuo tovst beautaful preco of word-paint-
hwree sy stable, and Lo had 1o do all e j iug au the lapgunge), had ho 0t ackoow-
auow tv Live with them. Iliuo cvuntry, too ) lediged 1n 6uino curner of uts mucu-neglectua
=\Wild fux hiuating cuuntry—not & ool 1u peoteiiceted  that divsue particula  aure,
th ficlds ; very deep, and a_ good dusl of) winch may oiten b. found, Like o sweet way-
frucing. I don't know that I was cver bet | sado fluwer, bluoming in the most unoespected

fritnd, n & elecpy voice, turmng, Nke Dr.
Waltt's slugpard, into & more comfortable
osition. At tbat moment, 1t wonld not have
rokon lis heart to be told that it was too
hard to bunt.

“ Can't sec your hand,” was the encour-
aging reply : **it's ono of theso regular
Leicester-shoor fogs, as the grooms tells mo,
as 13 wory provalunt hereabouts. The lamps
is lit now in the strects ; but it'lt be wusscr
up om the high ground. They'll hunt,
though, just tho eams, says ‘hey. Woather
never stops there here, unless it be the sow-
erest of frost and snow, as I underdtand.
Shall I open tho shutters, sir ?*

Isaac threw them back as he spoke, and
drow up tho buind, disclosing to Mr.” Baw-
yer's view about eighteen feet of tiles, a
weathercock poioting east-south-cast, and
a cmmney adorned with what 15 called an
** old wownnn "—an ingenicus contrivance to
prevent it from smoliog, but in this instanco
to judge by the smell of soot whioh pervaded
the apartment, by no meaus a succensful
picce of mechaniswn—the whole wrapped in
o mantle of the densest and wettest fog he
over remewmbered to have seen.

* Suro to be late such a mornfeg as this,”
thought Mr. Sawyer; prepariog for another
comfortable half-hour in bed ; but tuen he
reflected tliat be must send Ispac forward
with o horse, also that he should have to
find his owvn way to Tilton Wood, on his
hack—a sufficiently irtricato proceeding as
studi A overnighuy by the map, but which
might become excossively puzzling when re-
duced to practice, through largo pastures and
unknown bridle-gates, on such a morning as
tne present.

* Tako on tho grey I" said ho, percmptor-
ily, ignoring tho cough ; ** and order break-
fast for me in three-quarters of ap hour.”

The fact is, Mr. Sawyer had but tho groy
to ride. Ho did not quite fancy giving ths
roan his earliest trial in what he understood
to bo a hilly country ; and as for makiog lus
first appearanc in High Leicestershire on
Marathion —really, though both were pretty
strong, neither I-is nexves nor his sclf con
coit would hava stool such a test.

dumehow, everythiog went wrong, as is
apt tu bo tue casv 1n & strange place, and
wuen wo are paruicularly anxious for the re-
verse. Ho cut bimseif suawing. His lea-
ters were damp, and badly clenned ; looser,
tuu, at the koees, and tiguter 1n the tinghs,
than bhe hked.  Also, he ciuldn’t and his
button-hovk ; and any vne who has put on

ter carned,” ho added meditatively, Lopiug ) 8ud uscultivated localitics.
t bringth. convirsation round tu tuc worits, Though Mi. Sawyer was himself innoceat |
ftl grey. of ull sucs weaknesacs, he Lad the graco nut
But tho Honvrable Crash.r Lad his stury | tosuteriupt lus foilow-traveller, and con- |
t tl!tuo, and broke in w.th unusual velio- i seyucntiy uol o word more was spoken  tili
ILeLCe j Uiy esvuauged acvurteons® Good-vvening,
* Qurs was abutt thoe quickest thuug T ever fas thicy ginded coto the Market-Harborough
rodeto. Fouud an Faxten Cormr, for | stutivn, aud the new arrival wondered in hus
never hung o sccond, and the hotuds rau; own wind Luw it was pussible for any one
Lim cver the-o large grass ficlds as of th y, wna to reqaie such a quantuy of clothing
wrere tc | to i, all down by — Dear e, I as must bo contaived in the numerous port-
forg: t the nanus of the places, and I nover | wauteaas whioh the guard's van _prodaced,
can de-eribe n ran; but if youden't koow | and which wers clained by the Honurable
the ocautry, it don't sigmfy. In short, they , Craslicr as his own.
ray lum all about, you know, «ver a capital, ' H. cau't Lave beon s weck in town,
linc, at.] tartced hiw up n the vpen, at th. | though. var houvst fricod, for e was bunuog
end of seven-and twonty minutes, without | only last Friday, and ho takes more clotues
check, and very strasght, you know, and all | with L thau I've got fur my whole kit in
that ; satisfactory to everybody, and not nt‘ thoe world 1"
all bud fun, sud soon.” The Honorable C.| Ho had, howover, his own affairs to attend
was rapidly collapsing, runmug dewn hke’ to—L:nself and his modest luggage to stow
the last natee of ‘@ museal box  re bo!wway in o damp fly, with n brok u w.uded
araved at the very explicit ecnctaaon, e '35 v his douter to order ot the prin-.pn!l:
|

had becoame porfi etly torpid agam .t ", wlerd e menant to reside —at icast, il
Finding big naghbor woull rot listen t Lo Zand cutif e Lked Lis quarters.  Forso
hivctory Mr Sawpeer thonght Vegnight acl 11 travellr, b cotnmitted in this matter
well get what he el dinthe way ¢ ipf r b . ahat wonccotutalle mustahe. Dus
mation, and began according t+ prafiund 3.0 01y the maguificence of Lis mapuors,
e vice of questi velonly werrupt Ayt ald il swwptuctis verbal Lil} of fare which,
cocgrional appantion, at th wadew, of o the waster stated to be avaiable, e left tue
Iroad chiest at 1rudly beard d fuee b.loug de.adds of bis meal to that fanctionary —~an
in2to the guarl, why, tecing the gontlemen | overaght wineh prodaced a someswhat unto- |
~t T samcking. vamishad agauo woeontin ntly | wardresult, masmuch as that, after a visit to,
The «xaminatisu procecded wuch as gollows, b stables, a m.nuate 1sp. ction of his horaes,
th: catcchumen, though waking up at - and a long cousultation with Isaac, concern-
t rvale. beevmnmg mors and ur. cowas | ang wlach of thewm he sbould ride un the;
1 . . ¢ bsvas oW, sitennpersed with maoy complaiuts
Mi Sawyer Tt us very eUff, buiat aud proguosticativas of onl froo the latter,
that Pytcl! y c.untry 2 Larg. fincesthat. aliu Lo sctarned to Ins apartment vqry!

ltriad to graduate” at Oxford. Pending tho

bouts and breechies withoat thoaid ot that
smpicment, wil sympath.ze with his distress.
Isano kuvw whero 1 was, duubtivss , but, ere
lus master arnved at tuo siago of toilet at
wuicu it was required, Isaae and tho gruy
vad wmnade their fiet wrung tarn i the fog,
avout a wils frum the town, on tueir way to
Tilton Woud.

Autogetaer, by the time The Boy, with
rathet Loavy vyes and av uaxasied faco, bad
brouzbt rvund Jack-a-Daudy, our fnend was
w tunt @ood winch s 6 st descrived as
Laviuyg “ gut oot of bed waia e wivag tout
foremost. '

Oucy i the saddic, however, thungs mend-
ed rapadly. No hurseman conlt get upon
Jack-a-Dandy withvut feeling what & good
Little auntmal it was, and, indeed, Jack's ca-
reerhad boen a somewhat adveaturous one.
Thorough-bred, but too small to bo put ia
training, he bad fallen into the handsofa

stecpl. -chasing liotse-dealer, who sauk his [and tak 1t off its hing:s ™

edigree, and put him in oue or tw  goud
gnnd.caps as * Lis Jaughter’s puny.” Mastcr
Jack could jump Lkc & deer, ang, with nine
stouc o€Vl un bis back, was gquite able to
wahe bunters of considerable pretensions
ldok oxtremcly foolish. This could not go on
for ¢ver, aud the dealer broie, after wlach,
Jack earnied the drunken wlip of o pack ot
In:h foxliounds for two sersvns, and, when
thet ostablishment * busted up,” found his
way unce more into his native country, as
leader in a young gentleman's tandewm, who

failure of that acolyte, bo had a good deal of
fun at Bullingdum, wioviog cloverly when-

obscunty—nnd then found bimself ndiag
round aud round tuo same ficld, with extra.
ordinary perseveresce, and not the remotest
obange of ¢scapo.

He would have liked, now, to get back
ogain mto the lands ; but he counld not ¢ven
bit the gate at which he entered, and bad
ombarked upon the tedious process of coast.
ing the ficld mothodically, fur that purpose,
and giving up all idea of hunting for the day,
when, muach to hus relief, ho spied b gigantic
object lovmiog through th. fog, which, onn
nearor approsch, proved to bu nothing larger
than o horsvman, cantertng confidently
towards him.

On inspection, this timely arrival tursed
out to Lo the Honorable Crasher, with an
enormouns cigar 1n s mouth, lucking more
tirod than ever, and, apparcntly, quito un-
conscious of the fog and overything eclse.
With an effort, however, ho recognized bis
fellow-traveller of the day before, and
courteously offered to guide bim—a propusal
winch tho tatter accoptsd with great rondi.
ness.

“ 1 had almost lost myself,” said bhe,
** svhat with tins tinck fog, and not knuwing
tho country.” )

To wuich tho Honorable Crasher replied,
* Y-0-0-es~—1t makes one cough, but it's all
plain sailing now,” and broke into a gallop.

Poor Mr. Sawyer ! Ifhe bad only known
it! His guide was one of the many geotle-
men wuo could hunt twenty years from the
samo place, and never know tho suortest
way from one point to another.

——— () e
CHAPIER VII.

A LEICESTERSHIRE LARK.

By good luck one pair of tho lost shee
soon lut tho bridle gate Mr. Sawyer ba
been seekiog in vain. .

* I suppusc it's all right,” said the Hon:
otable Crashier, puttiog his horse into a can
ter, with the loos. rein and easy off Land
scat pecular to a gontleman riding to cov
crt.

Mr. Sawyer, following close in his wake
devoutly hoped it was 0 ; but had lLittl
letsure for cupsidering tho subject, inasmuch
as his cnergics were complutely engross.a
by the deleate task of gammoniug Th,
Dandy that he didn’t waot to pull at hum.
Ho knew too well, by the way his httle
horso's cars were lad back, that he was
fully prepared, and only sougbt an excase,
to coms with o rush at the shortest possible
notice.

They went on pleasantly enongh for a
mile ur su, the Hunorable leading, and com
mencing a variety of courteous remarks to
hus follower, which invariably broke off in
tho middle. At last, tho former pulled up
with an air of uncertainty.

“ Very «dd,” hu 8ad; ** often ns T'vo
come this way befure, I n:ver re.mem.ber tho
gs: locked.”” Hoe had put his whip con-
cunfidenily undcr thoe lntch, and his horse’s
cuust agueast tho top, withvut the slight.st
effcet. *'Fon my soul it secms ratier sb-
sard, but I do believe we've lost our wsy.”

“ We,” thought Mr. Sawyer: * and this
fiend in top-boots Inughs asif 1t wera a joke!”
but he only said aloud, ‘I shall get down

The Honsrable's repi; was simple 201
conclusiv:. He pointed to the upper hioge,
cruftily turncd downward, so s eflectually
t- prevent al! tamp: ring with it, sud ob-
served in a tono of mclanchaly spology,
“Tho fencs scems rather a bad one” (it was
an * oxury” about seven feet high, pnd im-
pervious to o bird /). * Do you think your
horse conld get over thd gate after mune?
‘Chisis only a five-year-old, and very likely
to break it,” he added, with the mauner
of o nurso tempting a child to take its
dose.

I havo said Mr. Sawyer was a brave man,
and so he was , but X am bound ¢o confess

over b bad o chaace, and only left the Uai-
veraity becanse his master did, who took hum ¢

.

the proposition stariled him not a little. Pat
yoursolf in his place, courteous reader, and

To thisrday Mr. Sawyer has not left off

i tatking about tlus hus £rst nde over High
Leicestorsinre, After a bottlo of port, he
oven becomes hoterodox for so good a
sportaman, and vows he would rather gallop
to covoert over thoso grass-fizlds, than
seen run in any other country i tho
world, I bavo my doubts, however,
whether he enjoyed 1t 80 very much at
the tume. Jack put bin down twice ; first
at an ox-fence, of wiuch the rail was from
him, and which, although his leader hit 1t
very hard, deluded the unsuspecting Dandy;
an?secondly. by landing op a covered drain
which gave way with him, end supermduced
one of thoso fulls that aro gemerally desig-
nated * collar-boners,” On this occasion
the Hunourable Crasher brought lim back
bis horse, with quite a radiant oxpression o
countennnce. -

* What o good littlo animal it is!” said
he, throwing the reins back over his neck.
* § 1 trymg to * crop ' this beggar of mine,
and 1 very soon should, if I Laud 1o follow
you."”

1u of'2¢t, the chestnuts head and badie-
band w: -0 plastere d over with mud, although
lis ride s coat was as yet unstammed,

At Sk fliugton, they relupsed mto a quet
trot, and rode on together, feehng as if they
could realize the faot, that twoaty-iour hours
ago they ware utter straugers to each
other.

It18 odd liow people cast up at a meet
of tox hounds, from all sorts of different dir-
ections, cven on the inost nnpromising
morningz. Tbough the foe was as thick as
ever at tho top of the lull, and Tilton Wood,
at no time the bist of places to ** get away
from,"” was perfectly invisible at two hun-
dred yards' distance, there was already a
good sprinkhug of sportsmen assembled at
the fixture. Two or three * swells ” from
Molton, very much tho pattern of the Hon-
ourable Crasher, bad arrived on their smok-
ing hacks, and were freeted by lim with
considerablo corazality. Truth to tell, tho
Honorable denrly loved what he called a
customer,  meamng simply an wmdivadual
who was fool enough 1o rate ins neck at the
vajue he did bis own ; and, indeed, hene ver
would bavo taken so aflably to Mr. Sawyer
on such ghort notice, had the latter not been
fortunate enough to possess an excellent
back bunter mn Jack-a-Dandy, and bold
enough to make very free use cf that yump-
1ag httle anmmal; the lhounds, too, had
already arrived, and 10 the ghmpse which
Mr. Sawyer caught of them as he rode up,
ho was sportsman enough to remark that
they looked speedy, stout, level, and un-
comnmoniy fit to go. Sush a pack, he
thoucht, wonld not even bave disgraced the
Uid Couaty ! the hunstman also seemed to
afford the nappy combination of a riding as
well as a hunting one ; and the other ser-
vants were remarkably well mounted, and
lovoked Iike business. Mr. Sawyer began to
tecl quite keen, and to look about for Isaac
and tho groy, who itad not mude their ap-

enranco ; the other Harborougn hunters,

owever, had not yet comre up ; their grooms
had, probably, taken the chance of a Iate
meet to refresh in a body somoewhero on the
road ; there was nothinz .or 1t but to
hight o cigar, and wait patiently for more
daylight.

‘T'wo or threo clover-looking horses with
side-saddles, denoted that if thio weather had
been moure propitious, tho same number of
fuir eqaestrisus would have graced tne field.
{ Mr. Sawyer particolarly remarked a very
| peat chestnut, apparently, hke tho groom
| who led 1t, exceedingly loatn to be ordered
home. A peremptory geutleman, in par-
j ticularly mood buots and breeches, wih a
clerical wmte neckceloth, and black coat, who
had just arnved on wheels, seemed to be
tho propnietor of this shapely ammal.

[ro0 BE coNTINUED.]

A canary recently escaped from a cage in
Brussels. A hen chased it, captured it, and
, retarned it to its mistress.
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