The l.bve of Mary.

HROUGHOUT the works of
Doctor Brownson one finds
much that is applicable to our

own days. In reviewing a little
work entitled *“The Love of Mary,"
this great Catholic philosopher
wrote in 1853 : ‘‘Superstition, ex-
cept as combined with idolatry and
unbeliel, or misbelief, is not one ol
the dangers of our times ; and as
the worship of Mary is the best pre-
servative from idolatry, heresy, and
unbelief, so is it the best preserva-
tive from superstition. Her clients
will never become spiritual rappers,
or abetters of modern necromancy.
Her devout children will not be
tound among those who call up the
spirits of the dead, and seek to be
placed in communication with dev-
ils. The devils fly at her approach,
and all lying spirits are silent in
her presence. She is Queen of heav-
en and earth, and even rebellious
spirits must tremble and bow be-
fore her. Demon-worship is unde-
niably reviving in the modern Prot-
estant world, and especially in our
own country, and even in this good
city of Boston; and there is no
room to doubt that it is owing to
the abandonment of the worship of
Mary, which carries along with it
the abandonment of the worship of
Her Son, the Incarnate God. Where
Mary is not loved and honored,
Christ is not worshipped ; and
where Christ is not worshipped, the
devils have the field all to them-
selves. The first symptom of apos-
tasy from Christ and of a lapse in-
to heathenism is the neglect of the
worship of His Most Holy Mother,
and the rejection of that worship
as superstition or idolatry ; because
that involves a rejection of the In-
carnation, which comprises in itself
all Christianity. Christianity is
held only when the Incarnation is
held, and when that is held, Mary
is held to be the Mother of God,
and deserving of all honor as such.

We cannot doubt the propriety of
worshipping Mary till we have
doubted her relation as Mother of
God, and to doubt that is to doubt
the whole Mystery ol the Incarna-
tion,

“In its bearings on Christian
faith and worship, then, we cherish
the love of Mary, and are anxious
to see devotion to her increased.
But we are also anxious to see it
increase as the best preservative
against the moral dangers of our
epoch. Mary is the mother of chaste
love, and chaste love is that which
in our age is most rare. The pre-
dominating sin of our times is that
of impurity, at once the cause and
the effect of the modern sentimental
philosophy. All the popular litera-
ture of the day is unchaste and im-
pure, and it boldly denounces mar-
riage as slavery, and demands that

loose reins be given to the passions.
Catholic morality is scouted as 1n-

practicable and absurd; law is re-
garded as fallen into desuetude; in-
tellect is derided; reason is looked
upon as surperfluous, if not tyran-
nical; and the heart is extolled as
the representative of God on earth.
Feeling is honored as the voice of
the Most High, and whatever tends
to restrain or control it is held to
be a direct violation of the will of
our Creator. Hence passion is dei-
fied, and nothing is held to be sa-
cred but our transitory feelings.
Hence evervwhere we find an im-
patience of restraint, a loud and
indignant protest against all rule
or nmeasure in our affections and all
those usages and customs of past
times intended as safeguards of
manners and morals, and a univer-
sal demand for liberty, which sim-
ply means unbounded license to fol-
low our impure or perverted in-
stincts, and to indulge our most
turbulent and unchaste passions,
without shame or remorse.

* The sentimental  philosophy
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