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roposition, as a principle of interprelation, is absolute-
y wnienable. \{'e st say, that, tn our estimatios,
the idea falls but a litthe short of « libel on common
gense,  What would be thought of the jurist. who
ghould interpred his books of law aceording to this
grinciple 7 Orof the minister, who should refuse to
aptize until he had preached a cermon, because in the
charge given lims, on the day of his ordination,
preiching the word was mentisued betore baptism?
Al what must be ouropinion of that nan's judginest,
wha should refuse to obeerve the dyiug command of
Chirist, to remember him in his suiferivgs and death,
until he lud been reecived into the fellowship of some
chureh, beeanse in o certain seripture fillowship is
naned before the breaking of brewd 2—while at the
smue time he knows that there is nathing in church
fetlowship, or i any ather external circumstanee, that
can seeure to him a discernment of the bedy of Christ
in the clemeuts, on which the whole ability to cat and
drink worthily is predicated by inspiration. Knowing,
alsp, that Clirist commanded in the most solensss man-
ner that alf should partake, which cannot be applied
to all, of any class, excopt that of true helicvers. Bus
this principle of interpretation, which we ave vombat-
ting, has prevented o%mdiouco to this requirement, in
midlions of cases when nothing else stood in the way.
May it not thesefore be caid to its abettors, « Fuli
well ye frastrate the commandment of God, that ye
may keep your awn tradition 77 Let every Christian
abserse é)ml‘s rule of order, viz @ “Whateoever thy hand
fissdeth 1o do, do wsth thy might,” ever remembering
that hLis provsdence must dictate the order of thine

tist.  When o man has arvived at the point where
heean aseert, that all who are not imwnersed ave without
the kingdow of Christ; and that there is no way
whereby @ man can enfer into that kisgdom unless he
i3 immersed; the cirenmvelutions thet iutervene
between that man, amd the yawning thront of the vor-
tex to which we have alluded, appear {o us to bo very
few, nud net far between.

{Objection 3.) Baptism s a “declarative ordi-
nance,”” the heaven-uppointeil means whereby the
individual is publicly declaved a Christian; and
therefore the chureh should nat ackuowledge any oune
to be o Christian nutil they have declared themselves
sueh in the ordinanee of baptizm,

We were recently inforted by an esteemed brother
in Christ, 2 close Baptist Minister, that he did not
agree witls the majority of his brethren in the beliof
that baptism was initiatary—in his estimation it was
entirely declyrative in its signilication—that jn bap-
tism it sy openly avowed himsclf 1o be a Chiristian
—in the eves of the chuseh be then became a Chris-
tian, and sot before.  We then inquired how he could
justify bimselfin cathug theunhaptized convert drother!?
He answered, that it was the prevailing custom, yet
tnrorrect.  We repiicd, thew you must beliese that
Awmanias spoke incorrectly when be said “drother
Saui” te a blimd man that he knew was unbaptized !

But the questson arses, has the Bible any where
~aid, shat baptism is thus deelarative in its s}guiﬁw-
tion? Did Christ sav, By this <hadl all wen know
that ye are my diseiples, )f ye ave baptized? Or if
ye love baptism? 11:\5 he not plainiy told us that

shedience, and not the caprice of thine owan faney,
There i> et a single command of God, that admits of
aue moment’s defav, afier ot is in the pawer of thive
band to render obiedience.  Gur Master will not
reecive past deobedience, as wn evense for present
neglect—and in vur extimation, the time i< nof far di--
tant when the whole Christian waorld will render the
samie deeision ; even now, if & Christian <hounls} refuse
do pray, on the ground that be bad never pariaken of
the Lord’s supper, assignssg as a reason for hisyefosal,
that God lm& placed the breaking of bread before
prajers in Acts 2142, wonld not every man at once
snspect his sanify 1 But we challenge the world, to
show that i~ nyguiaent deaws from the order of these
words, is dess rational and coberent, than that which
the Ounendiga Assomationhas based on the same pas-
sage.  Against our s;osit'um it s angned,

(Objection 1) That the salvation of the seud is

Anentioned in eomiecison with baptism, and thercfure

none should commune whste unbaptized. .
Yo thiz we answer, that there 15 not a <inale duty
hat is uot mentwned 10 conpection with the calvation
fthe soul, and therefore the 1rath or validity of the
hjeetion, is the abroganon of the communion, inas-
weh as none conld commune till every duty was
~rformed. But the objeetion is net valid, for com-
winion iteelf i= mentioned in conneetion with salvation,
aasmuel as it is a command of Christ, who has
leclared that the obzervance of his commandients,
somstitutes the evidence of discipleship,

{Objection 2.) Baptism i its design and eharacter
1= inititors, amd comnmnion ix an act of fellow<kip, in
which nune bat the mtinted should participate, and
therefore none should commmune while wnboptized.

lu the articles of a self-styled « Bible Baptist,”
whichreeently appeaved in the New Yark Bantist Re-

ﬁistcr, it wasasserted that menare baptized into the king-,
om of Christ; baptized under the jurisdiction of the
King ; baptized iuto obedience : with a great varie'y
of simil:s{' expressians, all of whieh seemed 1o be fully
endorsey

this important question must be decided by our loving

une anuther, and keeping his commandments? Not
connnandinent ; but commandments: and hence wo

cuncdinle that he who keeps the most, preseuts to the

wurld the best deelwsative of his dizeipleskip, Let uvs

kewok forvard to the jndument day \\'Smn Christ shall

say, = Comie ye blessed of my father,” &e., witl He

add, fur ye were baptezed? Will it not rather be,
“For 1 was an hungered, and ve gave me meat: Y

was thinsty and ye gave we drink: I was a stranger

aml 3o tuok we m: naked and ye clothed me: I wag
sick aml ye visited me: I was in pricon and ye came

unto we 2 If baptiam was only permitted to occupy

the plaee ax<igred it by inspiration, we believe 5t
would roun be observed os prompaly as it was in

prisuttive tiwes; but alas sectarianismy bas yaised this

conuand abose the level of its fellow comnmandments,

striptitaf s representative garb.and aveayed itina tri-

cubutesd yobe, sy led dedieatory, initiatory, and declara-

tive, placed it at the cotrance of their dmuicile, and

eotapelled i to assume the offleial importance of the

Saun of God, #s the door of Lix chuseh, and to exclaim,

like Chiist, » 1 am the door, by me if any wan enter

in he shall be saved, rud go in and out and find pas-

ture.”  No marvel, if the convert, having obtained a

free paseport from Jesus o refresh himself in any pat
of bis dominion, finds it dithicult fo understand " the
clhiwms of this scetaran dignitary. No wonder, we

~uy, if the couvert stares six or twelve months at the
trieolored robe, before he ean veeoneile its three-fold
mysteries, with the beautiful  shuplicity of gospel
baptism,

{Objection 4.) Baptism is mentioned in scripture
as though 1t were prerequisite ta the remission of sing,
and the wit of the Holy Ghost.

We answer that st 38 never mentioned alone 23a pre-
requisite to either, or to the slvation of the soul, but
alway s in connection with something else that is es-
sential to the atmnment of the ohicet spocified.  For
example, we read, « Repent aud be baptized every ose

by the editor and ke patrous of the paper.,of you, and ye shull reccive the gift of the Holy

Tt cecans that elose Baptsis we rapidly nearing the Ghost”  Aud, « He that bedicucth and is baptized shall
vortex of baptismal regeneration. Aud indeed, to]be saved.” In these two passages rdpentance and faith
us, the prospeet of their cscaping the downward]are the duties named in conncetion with baptism, to
plunge, smust over appear distant, while they continue]the exerciso of which is annexed the tgromisc of galva-

to endorse the daring assertions of the «Bible” Bap-'tion, and the remission of sins, with

¢ giftof the lin-




