14

&he Home any Foreign Wecord,

Jan

TROUBLES IN GENEVA.

"The dear old city of CaLv1N, the bright
centre of orthodoxy and reform among the
Alpine hills, has fallen on troublous ,times,
reminding one much of the revolutions and

storms recounted so cloquently by D’Au-°

bigne in his recent volumes.  Jaxes Fazy,
a bold, bad man, obtained the lendership of
civil affairs cighteen years ago, through the
combined influcuce of the Radicals and Ro-
man Catholics—the latter numbering two-
fifths of the population. Fazy aimed at the
complete overthrow of the old Genevan mo-
rality ; and a few years agoall Europe rung
with the news that the Government ‘haq cs-
tablished Gambling houses in the “city of
Calvin,” Fazy coald always count on the
unanimous vote of the Roman Catholics;
and he was an adept in fraud and corrup-
tion. Things began to mend in 1862—for
then a Grand Council was elected, compris-
ing & majority of honest men who loved Ge-
neva and her ancient liberties.

“ The Grand Council” (says a writer in
Christian Work) “ to which the legislative
power belongs, determined to revise the elec-
toral law; and although the opposition of
the Government prevented this revision be-
ing complete, it however justified an antici-
pation that the elections would henceforward
be more regular, and less open to frand.—
And so they became in fact.  What after-
wards occurred was as follows:—A place
having been left vacant in the State Coun-
cil, the Radicals and the Catholics voted as
on all other occasions, for Fazy, while the
candidate su]pportcd by his adversaries was
.anhonourable man, and distinguished finan-
cier, named M. Cheneviere, one of the sons
of the old professor who lately played such
an important part in our religious concerns.

The radical wire-pullers had openly an-
nounced that, if the majority was hostile to
them they would not submit to it. They
‘kept their word. Notwithstanding a ma-
Jority of 337 votes obtained by the opposi-
stion candidate,the clectoral committee, with-
out even assigning any reason, declared the
clection null. ~ Anindignant crowdgathered
*in front of the Town Hall, and summoned
“the. Government to declare the true result of

sthe voting.  The Government yiclded ; and
_the erowd, according to custom formed a
long procession to accompany the public
officer who was charged with the delivery
of theproclamation.  But, on arriving in
sthe Rue du Mont Blanc,this unarmed crowd
found itzelf opposed to a band armed with
muskets. Four persons fell dead, sixteen

were wounded ; and it was only by a pro-
videntinl accident that the Radical band die
not discharge a volley of grape-shot, by
which hundreds might have Deen killed.

The Confederation took up the cause of
right and justice, Swiss battalions occu-
pied Geneva, two Federal commissioners
governed the Republic, and the prosecution
of the assassins was commenced under their
dircetion.  Fazy, who had been the soul of
tho whole transaction, took to flight.

And can we now hope that so much evil
will have produced some good for us 2 Yes,
we hope so.  ‘T'he old Geuevese patriotism,
too long dormant in some minds, has re-
ceived o salutary warning. People will no
more believe in the possibility of a reconci-
liation with Radicalism; they will unite
with more hope and ardour against its de-
structive principles and its immoral infla-
ence.  We shall be sustained in this strug-
gle by the assurance that honest men in all
countries pereeive now against what kind of
men we are struggling.  Nothing shews so
well to what a degree their leaader had per-
verted them as the fact that, although they
did not all take part in the crimes of the
22nd of August, therc was not one found
among them to disavow the assassins loudly
and distinctlv. ‘The Government did all it
could to excuse and defend them

SO
RITUALISM.

Greyfriars Church stands in the heart of
the Old Town of Edinburgh. Itisaquaint
old building around which clusters many
historical associations. Many martyrs
slumber under its shadow—the martyrs of
the Covenanting Church of Scotland who
perished here because they chose to worship
God in accordance with the dictates of their
own consciences. They could not bear v*

a cold, dead ritualism, or apompousp*
backed though it was by all the power of a
despotic and cruel monarch. Here they
died, and by their heroic lives, their faithful
testimony and their christian death, they
purchased freedom for Scotland and sowed
good seed whose full fruition we do not yet
bohold. This Greyfriars Church is now
become the hoad-quarters of innovation and
heterodoxy in the Church of  Scotland.—
Instrumental music is used to lead or to
supersede the singing of the congregation.
Dr. Lee boasted lately that his people had
raised £500 to purchase an Organ. The
congregatian repeat the prayers after Dr.




