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eaing were represented by seven churches,
numhmlnwu«hthnmhul members. Fhree
years later, and ‘the true birth-time of the
islands scemed to have come. A very
remavikable work of the Spirit took place.
A mighity influence passed over that valley
of death, and straightway there stood up
an exceeding great army of living men.
Tor some \c' s the churches numbered
their anmunal increase by thousands. In
1840 the comamunity, ﬂnmwh its king and
chiefy, declared itstif to be Cludstian, A
constitution was published, the first article
of which deelares that “all the Inws of the
1\1'\1:(15 shall be in conformity with God's

law.”  Tducation has been Tiberally pro-
vided for by the government, and the

educational stazisties of the conntry are
said to compare favourably with those of
New 1 d. One fourth part of the
polml.x..uu are members of a chureh-—
Their observanee of the Sabbath and
attendance on ordinances are in no rwpe(t
bekind those of Christians among ourseives,
Roads are being made, public buildings
crected, lands sarveyed.  Agrienlture and
commerce make ste.ldy progress.  The
Saundwich Tslands Lol a yespectable and
tiging position in the roll of civilized and
Cluistian lands.

T'lie missions of the Doard to the North
Ameriean Indians have been attended by
suceess eqaally complete. A considerable
number of these ))lmu'e~ql\(‘ but decaying
trihes—decayinyg stillalthough Christianized
—now profess Chris .mm, and regulate
their public concerns  according o its
maxims.  So complete has been the suecess
of missions to the red man, that the mis-
sions have heen, for the most part, discon-
tinued, aid the people ave gathered into
churches as among owrvselves.  In the
records of the mission to the Cherokees we
learn tire amount of effort which it has
vequired to reclsim a wribe of twenty-one
thonsand persous from heathenism to the
profession, at least, of Christianity. The
mission existeld for torty-three years, em-
ployed in all onc hundred and thivteen
agents, and cost_about .£70,000. The red
men seem to hold rather loosely  their
opinions abous Chinreh government. At the
ontser the Cherokees were Preshyterians.
Bue in 1938 they were removed bwo.xd the
Mississippi, and upon re-organizing in their
new houme, they adopted the (’on-rm::\uoml
form. The Choetaws are Preshytévian of
the Ol Sehool.  The Dakota and Qjibwa
Churches are also  Preshyterian.  The
Sencea and Tuscarora, Churches are Con-
gregusional. These once powerful tribes
hasten to extinetion. The gospel sheds its
peacetul light overYthe (.|0~lll years of a
restless and bloody career.

Elsewhere, on the great mission ficlls of
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Boavd pursue their labours with energy and
skill. In Imllu in China, in Westert Asia,
in Turkey; in Afnc.\ h..\\, these devoted
men so lboured as well to carn the com-
mendation of Lord Shattesbury: * They
are o marvellous combination of common
sense and picty; they have done more
toward spreading the @ospel of Christ in
the Fast than any othcl hody of men in this
or any other age.’

During the earlier portion of its caveer
the Amcvican Board devoted much cf'ors
to. the education of the young. Heathen
teachers were, of course, nnp!mcnl under
superintendence of the missionavies.  In
some of their most eficetive missions, it 1s
to be remarked, that their educational cﬂ'm‘ts
were upon the greatest seate.  In the Sand-
wich Tsknds, for example, they had, in the
vear 1832, fifty-three thousand pupils.—
Llnm'm,l\' however, it came to e the re-

ceived opinion that the schools did not, in
anr very valuable measure, promote the
sueeess of the missions. A discouragingly
small nmmber of  conversions  occurred
among the pupils.  The schools conferred
great benefits upon tae children, bug not, it
W:lS considered, those special henefits \\'lmh
it was the oh]uc* of the Board to coufer.
The employment of heathen toachers was
regavded as an avrangement which it was
desirable to abandon s soon as possibie.
The Board now cousiders that most of its
missions are in a state so advanced as to
render the disuse of such agents expedient.
And, upon the whole, ahl'on-vh cduneation
is still furnished to ten thonsand pupils, the
Bourd seems disposed, more sl more, to
conhne its cflorts to directly missionary
\\Olk\.

The average length of forcien service
obtained by the Board from its missionavies
is fourtcen veavs.  "This is sosnewhat under
the ascertained average of missionary life
in India, which is ‘lbo-lt seventeen years.
Fifrcen American missionaries have served
over thirty ve: \15—1\\0%1\' in Indiy, wheve
the value of missionary “life scems to be
high.  Two have scen the extreme term of
forty-two years of active service abroad.

The American Board andertakes, from its
ordinary fioyds, the support of disabled
onarics, and of the families of deceased
issionaries in cases where there are no
other means of support.  They do this not
by any fixed peasion or annuity, and noty
.w(mdnw 10 any vecoxnized <mlu. Each
case is considered on its own chims, and 2
sum voted amwmaily as the Prudential Com-
wmittee deems necessary. The ¢ hildren of a
missionary sent home to be cducated ave
cared for by the Board, and grants voted,
where needful, to assist in dd’l.x\m'r ex-

enses.  This  thoughtful vegmrd to the.
welfare of the missionany’s du\dncn s

the werld, the Agems of the American ! worthy of all imitation. LThe missionary



