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main traths of the gospel on a most at-
tentive meeting.

The following Sabbath it was evident
that there was a large sprinkling of Mo-
hammedans among the hearers; and
certainly, after I had finished my dis-
course, one of them began the discussion
m & most characteristic manner—* If
you say anything against the prophet
we'll kill you,” was the first word of
Mohammedan controversy I heard in
Ajmere. 'The person who uttered it
seemed to be looked on as rather cracked
by his co-religionists, for they at once
quieted him, 20d put a stoppage on him
whenever he attempted to speak during
the rest of the evening. Some others
spoke ; and the person who took the
chief hand really argued with a fairness,
an openness, and an appreciation of the
force of an avguracnt, which made it
truly a treat to argue with him, after
the shifting insincere talk of the Hindus.
He at ]asb?)rought the argument to this
point—If Jesus, as you say, gave him-
gelf to die for our sins, why did he ery
three times on the cross, ¢ O, my God,
deliver me!’ ¢ And pray where do we
vead of thut?” ¢ In thesecond chapter of
Paul’ T handed him a New Testament
and asked him to point out the passage,
but he declined looking for 1t at the time,
and said he would find it out by next
Sabbath. Next Sabbath he returned
and indicated the verse, ¢ My God, my
God, why hast thou forsaken me?’ as a
proof against Christ’s Messiahship., I
very soon explained bis difficalties ; but
another present took it upusan argument
agaiost our Lord's divinity, from which
we drifted into an argument on the
Trinity, which be maintained was con-
trary to reason. 1 got the general voice
of the meeting with me, however, in
showing that it was merely abovereason,
incomprehensible o8 the qualism in our
own persons, while the immoral acts
mpproved of in the Koran are clearly
ainst conscience. My opponent fought
bug and acutely, abandoning in fact
Mohammedan ground, and taking up
deistic ground. Some of the orthodox

 ussulmans present evidently thought
* the defenco as dangerous as the attack ;

and one of them assured me that it was
very well to talk that, but the ultimate
argument was, that they would beat me
soundly if I continued to argue against
their religion. I reminded them that
they were now under the British Go-

vernment ; and I congratulated them, at
the same time, on baving preserved the
spirit of their religion under such adverse
circumstances, and »till maintaining the
most successful argument in the Moham-
medan religion. Swce then we have
had discussions of various kinds, hefore
& very changeable auditory. Numbers
have thus heard the truth, but there has
heen little opportunity of enforcing 1t,
and instructing the people thoroughiy
in the truths of Christianity. For ef-
fecting this we must look chiefly to the
school. For some fime this part of our
work continued to prusper well. To-
wards the close of Aprl, at the solicita-
tions of some of the most advanced pupils,
1 formed an English class. Some whom
T had expected to join, refusad to do so.
One said to me, * My father does not
wish me to learn English, in case I be-
come o Christian.” Yet his father had
no oljections to his reading the Bible,
and even gave him money to buy a cop
of Matthew s Gospel. ~Another said,
¢ My father thinks that since 1 have be-
%un to read the Gospel, it will be safer
or me not to begin Eoglish yet.” This
will let you have some insight into the
ideas natives have of the means of ¢on-
version. So long as I teach their sons
through the native language, they can
meet statement with statement, and ar-
gument with argoment; but i I teach
them English, I have then in my hands
a mysterious power, which they are un-
able to oppose.

POLYNESIA.

We take the following account of pro-
gress in Savage Island from the London
Missionary Magazine for October :

Not more than ten years ago, this is-
land was immersed in the Jowest depths
of barbarisw, its very name being indi-
cative of the pecudiar atrocity which cha-
vacterized its inhabitants, Through the
wonder-working of the Gospel, these
same people have now utterly abandon-
ed heathenism,and beeome a professedly
Christizn commnuity. The energetic and
successful labours of s few Native Evane
gelists having prepared the way for &
European Missionary, the Rev W. G.
Lawes, with Mrs Lawes, thea recontly
arrived from England, took up their re-
sidence on the island in August 1861.
Our young friends were accompanied by
the Rev George Prati, of Samos, who,




