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most ancient knowu flora. But Gaspé was practically inaccessible
to a naturalist, whose intervals of leisuire neyer exceeded a wveek
or two ; and so this long-cberished. ivish reinained ungratified
until a montb ago, whcn, armed with hammer and di'edge, and
other ncccssary iînplcments for studying the rocks and the sea-
bottom, I landed at Gaspé Basin from the steamer Lady Head, on
a fine August evening, ready to commence wvork on the morrow.
Only a w'eek could be devoted to the task, but I was fortunate in
having the assistance of Mr. Dougali, one of îny students in Datu-
rai history ; and in securiiig the services of two veiy obliging and
intelligent boatrnen. So our work speeded well. We forined a
laige collection of fossil plants, whichi whien added to tiiose pre-
viously collected by the Geological Survey, wilI I trust serve to
illustrate tlue Devonian flora of Canada, in a manner as yet unsur
passed by deposits of that age ini aDy other country. The waters
too yicldcd their treasures of sea-anemones, urchins, star-fishes,
sheUs, and zoophytes, some of themn new to mec; and we formied
for ourselves a somewhat distinct mental picture of Gaspé and its
peop)le. The more special scientific resuits of the expedition, I
shall reserve for future occasions, and in the mean time design to
give a slighit sketch of the general features of the district, and
some desultory observations whicli cannot well be placed under
any distinct head.

The îpeninsula of Gaspé, the land's-end of Canada toward the
east, presents within itself au epitome of several of the leading
geological formations of the Province ; and hiere as elsewhere,
these impress Nvith thieir own characters the surface and its capa-
bilities. On that side which fronts the river St. Lawvrence, it con-
sists of an enormons thickness of shales and lime8tones, belonging,
tothe upper part of the Lower Silurian Ser!es.ýend the lower part
of the Upper Silurian. These beds, tilted- ini. ch a manner tliat
they pýesent their up-turned edges to-the, sea and dip inilnd, form
long ranges of beetling cliffs running down to a narrow strip of
beach, and affording no resting-plaece even for the fisherman, ex-
cept where they have been, eut down by streams, .and ptesent
littie coves -and baya opening back ip-to deep glens affording a
view of great rolling wooded ridges that stand rank after rank
behind the -steep sea-cliff, though. no doubt with ,manyfine, val-
lèys betiyeen. At present this.* inland countxy appears littie set-
tled, but eveiy cove and ravine alomg the 6shore is occupied by

'fishiermen, who either permanently meilde- heré or rèeit'to this
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