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sight of tho shrine containing the rolics strikes the
soul of tho pilgrim, deeply moves him, and malces him
feol something of tho roligious omotion ho would
experienco in the presenco of tho Saint herself. Let u
thon often go to visit theso sacred romains, lot s
approach tho shrino, and kiss tho relios with rreat
{aith, 50 as to roceive therefrom some blessing.”

The facts contained in the foregoing document are
rigorously exact; tho church of Apt becamo, in fact,
from the eighth century, the contro of a devotion which
wont on always iucressing, and of which there aro fow
oxamples in ecclesiastical bistory. This affluence of
the faithful for conturies past might serve as a theme
for useful and intoresting relations. What scenes, what
varied pictures the history of this ancient pilgrimage
would offer to the writer's pencil! Who might count
the illustrious personages who were seen lkneeling
hefore: the glorious remgins of Saint Anne ? They have
beon venorated in twrn by Sovercign Pontitls, by
Patriarchs, Cardinals, Archbishops, and by all the
orders of the Catholic hiorarchy; Monarchs, Queeng,
illustrioug warriors, statesmen, persons of all conditions
and of all times have come to kneel humbly in this
over-blest sanctuary. Tonumerable ex-vofos, recalling
gratefulness for benefits received, have been suspeunded
to its walls by visitors coming from the most distant
countries. With what interest might we not follow
these holy travellers back to their native country!

_Filled with deep gratitude, each according to the
mesans in his power, they proclaimed the praises and
the goodness of their motherly benefactress, and
officaciously aproad about her worship With the help
of likke researches, following the footstePs of thoso
pious pilgrims, we might perhaps succeed in dispelling
obscurities, and in filling those gaps which wo some-
fimes meet with in the history of the devotion to
St. Anne. That zeal and fervor were oclipsed, it is true,
or rather grew cold in the unhappy periods of our
annals, during the religious wars, and especially during



