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cursed, (cursed thistle) with a view to awaken
the attentionr of the agriculturists of our coun-
try to its nature and pernicious effects.” We
ought to get rid of the name Canadian thistle as
it conveys the erroneous idea that it belongs in
some special sense to our Dominion, whereas it
was well known in the old world long before a
tree was felled in Canada. The proper botani-
cal name is cirsium avense. Mt is the barley this-
tle of England, Scotland and Ireland, and is as
well known on the continent of Europe as it is
here. .

Shutting off the Queen at Close -of
Honey Season.

N receipt of the queries below we

' sergt them immediately to a number

of our most practical apiarists, so

that their answers might appear at

this seasonable time, and not be Ide-

layed by waiting for the regular guery
‘department,

What effect do you think it will have
on the queen if at this season of the
year she is closed offon two or three
frames by using a perforated metal di-
vision beara

(1) Will 1t impair her usefulness :f her
laying capacity is contracted.

{2). How much more honey per colony
will 1 be likely to get this fall.

(3) And will the brood and eggs to
be hatched ouf after this date in the
rest of the brood chamber be "too oid to
go into winter. quavters.

I do not'think it would sffect the queen in any
way, meore than that she could not do so much
brooding.

(1) I think not, if she still has two or three
frames to brood in.

(2) No mpre acoording to my expesfence. I
always use a top story for my surplas, and can-
not speak for those that use the brood chamber.

(3) No, nnt if they have no fall flow to work
on, and yes, if they have.

. Jacos AvratoH. -
St. Thomas. .

I do not think it would harm the queen to be.
-closed off on two or three frames. I don’t think
it would impair her usefulness to restriot her
laying ocapacity.

You will no doubt get more honey by domg
80, but it is hard to say how much more.

If you have a large fall flow the bees hatched

“in August will be pretty well worn out before

s .

winter sets in. Would it not be well to liberate
her in September ;

Holbrook. MaRTIN .Emnu.

While I do not approve, for other reasons of
confining the queen on so small & number of
frames as two or three at this seuson of the
yeur, to do so would not 1 think, impair her
future usefulness.

Every queen has 1 think, a certain constita-
tional ovipositing capacity in the uggregate.
When all the conditions are favorable, this
function may exhaust itself rapidly ; under less
favorable conditions the function will be pro-
longed while the aggregate capacity will remain *
the same, thatis, is if the unfuvorable conditions
tend simply to curtail brood rearing and not to
umpair the vitality of the queen. This i an
important distinction which mustfbe borne in
atind. Take for instance the case of a weak
colony in cold spring weather—weak from bee

.diagrheea or some other cause than detficiency

in the queen—supposing the queen to be consti-
tutionally prolific and good, her vitality ond
consequently prolificness will be impaired by

such unfavorable conditions. But such con-
ditions are quite different in their effects upon

'{ the queen from those created and imposed by a

division board or honey board of perforated
zinc confining her to a certain number of frames
in as much as under the latter- conditions the
eolony is in full health and strength, with no
condition present to impair the vitality of the
queen. My opinion is that under such circum-

stances if the queen hus but comparatively lit-
tle room for laying and must deposit more or
suffer she will deposit them anyway—a plural.
ity in one cell. Weknow thisis not infrequent-
ly done. \We also know that a queen wil
sometimes exhaust herself in « season or so
when all the conditions for extensive brooding
are present, which would seem’ to prove that
there is a congbnital agyregate capaoity for egg
production which cannot be exceeded. Nor
can it be impaired or diminished by any con-
dition not conpromising the health and vitality
of the queen. I, therefore, conclude that con.
finement of the queen on a few frames in a
strong, healthy colony, of itself will not result
in the impairment of her constitutional fecun-
ait?.

As to the additional amonnt of honey such
confinement of the queen wonld seoure this fall
that would depend on the character offfthé bal.
ance of the honey season as to duration and
yield. Assumiag (which we may safely do) that
no bees resulting from eggs deposited after this



