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{\3 THE STAGE anp ORCHESTRA, ‘
m It is not surprising, after such a bad theatrical season as has been experienced
Xercise ol over this continent, that the financial future of th

is no just now of earnest discussion in the

usness devoted much space to interviews with managers, actors, actresses, and others
*cvery i pominently connected with the business, and the result has been, of course,
urier many widely diverging Opinions. Managers say that the leading artists receive
is old an exorbitant salary ; to this the artists usually make no answer, but continue to
given B exact the highest amounts for their services which the competition of entertainers
| need f and the caprice of the public enable them to obtain, The grievance is an old
“'give 8 one—about as old as the grievance between authors and publ;
Mont- W s impossible of satisfactory solution, We are alsn told that the public taste js
changing, that more elaborate and byj i

nobie il s1y more expensive—enteminmems ar

© stage is the subject
press. The New York Herald has recently

€ necessary to fill a hoyse 5 again it is de
“ As | il clared that the extraordinary popularity of « the wheel " has heavily handicapped
Mr. Jll the stage and concert business ; that the i

s— the Jll much of the mischief ; next it is decl,
ajority il the road each year, that long journeys and shorg « stands ”
tween Jll feceipts small, and travelling and hot
Detter |t Teturn to the old plan of stock com

those who have spoken have had ¢
e two [l 'much of the trouble, ] )
i Now, I take it that.the.re 1S reason in all the causes enumerated ahove, but the
obabe Jll "0t forcible contention js the last one : thay bad acting is largely responsible for
vill hefll 12 business. The stage everywhere— and especially the American stage —is
means Jll "¢i8hted  down  with a ple{hora of ambitious medlocr}ty. Now-a-days, every
- to be Jll "and boy who can make 8rimaces and any scullery maid who can squall (never
' i and often get there ; and if by luck or
through a season we S€e next year that they are on tour
ir own as stars, The result is usually disastrous enough to

ublic who patronize theatres is also bad,

Y companies on

make work wearying,
els expensive i it is said we shall have to
panies if the stage is to

not either in itself or jts lead-
in my opinion, the first cause of
ic in the theatres, The abuse of
; when we see a man of such marked
bllity as My, Felix Morris fail, and fail badly, what can we expect from the
lar an e in the histrionic firmament ?

:;:' B In reference to the often exorbitant salaries paid to prominent professionals,

issue, writes thus : Close upon the
*s of the proposed re-organization of the firm of Abbey Schoeffel, and Gray
th thellbne of the critics hinted that next year might not be characterized by the
'0"; [0mous expenditure in artists’ honoraria that mar -
settled i

lgg i palling when one comes to compute it. The e Reszkes
1ed. i

,800 apiece, and
000 each. Calve ang




