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Misory and comfort in Calf-fecding.

Mr. J. M. Drew, of Winona Co., Mian., sent us, R, N.
Yorker, two drawings from which our artist has succceded io
illustrating the dark and the bright sides of calf feeding. Mr.
Drew informs us that beforo the stanchions shown at p. 116
were bailt, the whole family had to turn out in order to feed
the calves. Any man whose boyhood was passed on the farm
will appreciate the little drama shown at p, 117. If there
is anythiog that seems to be all stomach and no brain it is a
hungry calf. The boy leaning over the fence is probably
willing to confirm this statement. He has ail he can do to
balance himself upon the fence without plunging headlong
into the pasture, The two calves bunting and pushing away
at the pail keep his

After this, let us hear of no more tragedics at the calf pen.

THE SHEEP GAD-FLY.
MEANS OF WARDING IT OFF.

Eps. Country GRNTLEMAN~—The old idea, as entertained
by Randall and others, sccmed to be that the parasite gene-
rated by this fly did oot fully develop iteclf in the head until
the spring following the deposit of the eggs. Randall’s des-
cription and advice are to the effect that if a sheop is seen to
dwindle and pine in the spring, with final symptoms of aber-
ration, walking in a circle, staggering, holdiog the head high,
or holding it to one side, that ho should * suspect grub in the

. head.,” But I have
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from the stout
switch. The other
boy is no better off.
He bas oarried the
war into Africa to
the extent of enter-
ing the pasture with
his milk, Nothing
but his slippery hold
upon the calf’s ear
saves him from total
agpihilation  OQuoee
let his hand slip and
his milk is gone for
evey To wake this
systrm of calf feed-
ing a success therc
should be several
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other boys armed 2
with sticks to keep R

the extra galves
away. Fig. 2 proves
two things that have
hitherto been consi-
dered doubtful : a
boy can feed calves
with a good deal of
comfort and actually
smile during the operation; and cven a calf can be taught o
swall amount of common sense and respectability. The pie-
ture explains itself. You would hardly recognize the boy. He
stands ereet and satisficd. He feels that his hat is no longes
I danger, and that his boots will not be filled with milk.
These stanchions have transformed him from a fighting chor
acter into a statesman, showing the great superiority of braio
power over brute force. The stanchions used by Mr. Diew
are made of 16-foot fence boards. This space gives room for
10 calves, They may be secured to posts or trees, with a
stout post in the middle. The upright pieces are three fect
long, made of picces of fencing split in halves. A row of
such stanchions long cnough to feed a dozen calves can e
made in three hours, and nobody but the boy can urderstand
how much paticnee, perspiration, and milk they will save.
At first the calf will have to be pushed into the opening,
but after finding that be can get his milk in no other way he
will need little urging. The restraint will make a now calf out
of him. He will be casicr to break to the halter and will
be gentler all his life to pay for this curly training
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the whole course of
my ecxperience, I
have lost half a do-
zen lanbs or more
within 2 week from
weaning, say from
August 1 to U,
This proves that the
fly must have begun
its pestiferous work
carly in the spring,
vt else the grub
grows with excep
tivnal rapidity In
the head of a lamb.
Probably both hy-
potheses arc  true,
since the abundance
of mucus thrown off
by the moist tissues
of a young animal
would naturally fos-
ter these parasites
into early and vigo
rous activity.

It is not necessary
here to enter upon
a careful deseription
of this iy ,or the resultant parasites; the reader who is
curious can find satisfuctory details in the cxcelleat works of
Stewart, Randall, and others.

Probably very few farmers have ever actually scen the
sheep gad-fly; it is very small, and rapid in its movements,
But no one has failed to notice the consternation it produces
among its viotims—the stamping, the ruoning and snuffing,
with noses held olose to the ground, the striking with the
fore feet. Where there is no shade, the sheep congregate in
the ficld and stand in a group, with their heads thrust under
cach other’s bellies.

These flics provail worst near or in a forest, or on low-
lands, about moist pastures, swamps, &o. Notwithstanding
they are thickest in the woods, the sheep congregate there
for the sake of the shade. Aud they find, also, in the woods
a means of self protestion against their encmy—that is, the
dust. Every shecp is observed to have its stamping ground—
a little bhasin stamped out at the foot of a tree, or beside a
log, or deep within the recesses of a fallen tree-top—where it
lics down und gets up, turns around, and lies down again a

CALYT FEEDING. Fig 1.




