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in the month of April last. The condustors of the station
scem to have gone to work in good, honest fashion, without
bing one way or the other, and their failures are roported as
fravkly and freely as their sucoesses. The silocs seem to
have been built with great core, and ono peouliar part of the
construotion scems worthy of remark : the sides do not ex-
tend to the bottom, but stop short an inch and a.haif all
round. Beforo filling, a strip of tarred paper is folded length-
wige and doubled, so that one.half of it will lic against the
wall, and the other portion on the floor: itis held in its
place by a strip of board. This makes an air-tight joint,
when the pit is full. When the silo is empty, the board and
the paper are remsved, and there is a circulation of air all
round the sides of the silo, between the stone-wall and the
lining of matched boards, which keeps the wood-work dry,
and adds greatly to its durability. The lining is 2 inches
from tho wall, and the air-chamber provided by this mode of
construction scems to have preserved the silage from freezing
during the two past winters, though the silo is built on the
north side of the barp, and has been exposed-to a tempera-
ture of—40° F,

The Ensilage crop.~—~Threo and a-half acres of self-drained
olay-loam were scleoted and, after receiving thorough oultiva-
tion and 20 tons of well-rotted farmyard dung, sown with
corn in rows 45 inches apart, and 4 grains to the foot. ‘The
seed was deposited two inches deep, well rolled, and 9 days
afterwards the rows of young corn were visible. Harrowing
with the smoothing-harrow, and horse-hocing followed, ¢ and
the crop was hand-hoed once, to remove the weeds from be
tween the sta’ks.” And while fecling ?uitc delighted at secing
cultivation so thoroughly carried out, I cannot help remarking
how desirable it is that some onc should teach the farmers of
this continent how to use their exquisitely constructed hoes,
The hoe uscd in my part of England is a clumsy tool caough,
but with it a Keatich Iabourer edge-hoes, with case, an acre
of pease, beans, potatoes, or roots, a day. By edge-hoeing, 1
mean that he cuts up all the land, with-its weeds, that hag
not been touched by the horse-hoe ; striking his tool along the
rows and between the plants, so that when he has finished,
the field has been moved in such fushion by the horse- and
hand-hoe, that not one particle of the ground remains un-
stirred : he wulks of course, with the row between bis feet.
Now, in the table giving  the cost of growing onc acre of en-
silage corn—sce p. 7 of this report—the cxpense of hand.
bocing is set down at four dollars an acre!!} Have I not a
right, to say if a Scotchwoman can single 2% roods of turnips
in one day, and 1 Kentish man oan edge-hoe an acre of pota.
toes, &e., in the same time, the American farmer wants some-
body to teach him to use the hoe ? As the wages paid during
this experiment were at the rate of $1.33 a day—zee the
same table—it follows that it took a man three days to * hand-
hoe, to remove the weeds from between the stalks,” or three
times as long as it would take him did he understand his
business,

I confess I should not like to conduct experiments in Min-
nesota, for, “in the latter part of July, the chinch-bugs
swept over the farm, destroying many of oir experiment plots
of grain and grasses,” TFortunately, the corn-plot was too
forward to suffer.

In 1886, the distance between the rows of corn was 25
inches, 4 grains to the foot, and -the yicld, with the same
treatment as in 1887, was 22 tons an acre. With drills at
45 inches, and 3 grains to the foot, the yicld was 35 tons an
acre, and a much larger proportion of the stalks bore well
matured ears of corn, which were in “ the wilk ” when cut.

Harvesting—The corn when ocut averaged 13 feet high.
1t was too heavy for any machine, so it was severed by hand,
and Jaid in open bundles on the ground, to wilt, for about 36

hours, during whioh time it lost about 17 €7, of its moisture.
The yicld of green corn; determined by oareful weighing of
the whold crop, was 35 tons an acre, so that the ensiled corn
off an aore would probably woigh about 29 tons, Tho time
occupied in the operation from beginning to out to the filling
of the last Joad into the silo, was 13 days, of whioh, as far as
I can judge from the rather queerly expressed passage about
it, only the afternoons were devoted to filling, It was evidently
acid silage, a8 there could not have been time to allow of
heating before covering in.

Silo No, 1 was filled to the depth of 16 feet, with 142,600
1bs, of out fodder, which gave 35 Ibs. to the oubic foot. After
levelling the top, it was covered with planks, placed side by
side, so arranged as to loave one inoh spacae on the top of the
silage naked, to allow of ensy scttling. This was then covered
with two thicknesses of tarred building paper, and over this a
oovering of inch boards and the whole weighted with 130 lbs.
to the square foot., On Decembor 1st, tho mass had settled
4 fect,=one-fourth of the original depth. No more scttling
cosued, and on March 30th, a cubic foot of the silage, taken
6 feet from the surface, weighed 43 lbs., showing & loss of
10,604 lbs., or 7 9y, in ouring. (1)

Silo, No. 2, was filled in the same manner as No. 1, with
76,000 lbs, of the same kind of corn, and the balance with
silage corn from other experlment-plots. This was packed
and covered the same as No, 1, but not weighted. The ex-
tent of subsidonce was 3 feet 6 inohes.

Early in December, both siloes were opened, and their
coutents examined. No. 1—silage perfect ; not a oubis inch
injured ; as bright under the covers, round the sides, and in
the corners, a8 when put in.  Light brown in colour, slightly
acid to the taste, and the odour agrecably vinous.

Insilo No. 2, the unweighted one, the contents were de-
cayed for the first 12 inches from the top, and nearly as
much round the sides. The silagoe had a strongly acid s.ucll
and taste. The sound interior was readily eaten by the stock,
bu;I not vith the relish or productive results as the contents
of No. 1.

Cost of growing one acre of ensilage.—The average dis-
tanco from the field to the siloes was 1,000 feet <

Carting and spreading 20 tons of dung...... $5.50
Once ploughing....cccuciiicaciniisrinirisianss 1,09
Harrowiog and rolling........ reesrees  eerenas 1.00
Planting cocoucveenricenincinninieinneenes 1.00
Seced 2 PeoKS.iuceeiiirerreriocoserssansiirernees 1025
Cultivating 4 times....ccvierrees cone veunns e 2,00
Haund-hoeing and weeding....coreervecerienn.. 4,00
$15.76

Equal per too....... cerereen sresveenees .45

On this, I have to observed that there is no value put on
the *¢ 20-tons of well-rotted farmyard manure! ™ This ought
to be worth, when ready to go on to the land, at least $1.50
a ton, and allqwing one-third of it to remain available for
future crops, an addition of $20.00 should be made to the
above total. Again, no rent, rates, or interest, or wear and
tear, depreciation of value, arc mentioned, Four dollars an
acre would not be too much for these chiarges. I doubt very
much if an acre of land can be ploughed for a dollar, the
wan’s wages alonc being $1.33 cents a day! I see onc of
the correspondents of the Rural Vermonter boasts of the acti-

(1) Ttstrikes mo that the increased weight of the cubic foot does
not necessarily show a lossin curing Pressed hay weighs at least
100 0{0 more per cubic foot than it did when in built, and yet is has
lest little or nothing of its contituents not sven water by being
pressed, - Eb. A. Barxagp,



