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of committing sacrilege, by performing themin the
state of sin, subjects theny oftener than the rest of
the fiithful, to the humbling duty of confession.
Their fastings are unavoidably more frequent und
rigid, thon those of others. To say nothing of
their duty of’ nlt;clglnncc on the sick fr,m every dis-
ance; in all seasons of the year, and at every lLiour
of thenight or day: let the discase 1e ever socon-
tagious: and all this without earthly fee or reward:
besides, what is known only to thumsclves, their
peinful wil, and mental exertions in tie confessional;
where they must adapt their advice and instruc-
tions to the age, capacity, circumstances and  situ-
ation of their several penitents.  Nor istheir daily
recital of the breviary, which occupies, wore or less
a coupleof hours, a light obligatior; and yetit is a
binding onc, where none greater interpose to pre-
vent it. 1t cannot then with truth be said of them,
that they lay weighticr burthens on others, than
what they consent to bear themselves.

‘I'heir sermons too are not read but spoken from
the abundance of the head and heart: and the fi-
nest samples afforded in the world of christian ex-
hortation, and pulpit eloquence, have confessedly

In the holy Eucharist, they bring down Jesus
¢ hirist himself to our embraces.

In pennance they 1spect and heal the leprocy
ol the soul, which issin,  Lev. 13.

Tn extreme unction, they, the true shepherds of
Cinist's fold, defend Ins sheep agamst the ravenous
wolfy and beat him off at the enitical moment when
neisonthe point of'seang Ins prey; rescumg
them often from his murderous fangs; and snateh-
-y them from kis very yuws, already gaping to de-
vour them,

Liholy orders they shed on others, set apart
for the sacred ministry, the sanctilying, fortitying,
aspiring and enlightening grace of the Holy Ghost
<o requisite tothem  in their pastoral calling ;s the/
same, which the Saviour himself hnparted to  his
first pastars, the apostles; when breathing upon
themn, he said: receive the foly Ghost, §c.

fn rnatrimony they consecrate the conjugal
«tate; and render the union of man and wife, a
hlessed emblem of Christ’s indissoluble union with
his Chureh, his chosen bride andsole beloved: the
wother of all his spiritual children.

They are the proper spiritual physicians, whosce
«kief study is, how to fpreserve and promote the
health of our better half] the soul; and how to cure
ats soreful distempers : not merely by holding forth
a general weekly random lecture on the  subject;
but by examining minutely the variouscases of the
several patients; and prescribing for them  accord-
mely.

‘They are the appointed guardians of the weak
and poor: of the orphan, and the widow against
their oppressors: the commissioned inculeators of
every virtue, and the teachers of truth: God’s de-
puted heralds, and ambassadors; bearing in their
hands the authenti¢ eredentials of their divine mis-
sion to man.

"Chese are an efficient clergy dispensig heavenly!

around them, wherever they go. Unincumbered
with wivesand famihes, and all unnecessary world-
ly concerns, which might angways impede the pro-

20 water. Jerem. 2, 18,

that portion of themsclves, whose function it is to||c*ed character which they bea?, is a melancholy

think for the rest; and stir thera up to thinkon the teuth denied by none: but the order itself cannot
main business of ift, the only one indeed, for be degraded by the wicked or worldly conduct of|
which they were created, and sont into this world: such; nor the Church justly blamed for the infringe-

on the propor consideratioon of which their fate'for || €0t -0f hicr precepts.  Such. wnhappy casualties,
an eternity depends. - Jland yetbut few, in proporticn to-the immensc body
The object of such a cleray in taking orders, is of bcrx:‘lcrgy,, only shew, that manis man: falfible
nat, like that of the Anglican, or ofnn} other, to a.nd subject to.-sin inevery situation -of life, Be-
secure to themselves: a temporal -living; but, by sides, the Saviour, though V‘hqgss.ures us that ¢he
their many privations of worldly.senjoyments; and goates of hell shall not prevail against his - church,
thezealous discharge of their laborious and: disin- dct::lqr_cs Mt scandals st come, But.he lays.his
:Ic'rc.stcd duties;.to win:a better: and -more Jasting weighty woe on the wretched; beings who . occasion
c:;:::a Wwith-God ,an;\l (_Ius saints inthe wor@ 10 To 20 'p?u;e then the Catholic. pricsthood,, or. the
From.the estreme santtity.of their Clerical fiine- c:::] f?ltf‘i tC hu‘?b’ \; 1th}1:_o sngl s any, other
uons in the administration-of the-sacraments; and §c es(-:xz «5§c -0:; ;esgi_’gyﬁgbq like. compasing
particularly in the celebration of the mass: the fuar eﬁ?ésgiveg'sb; :;ze Jggs i: :fic i'e%i? gge;¥§e£r§{9gr
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flowed from their lips, and pen. Nowonder: be-
sides the goodness of their cause, and divine inspi-
ration; their course of studics is a long and Iabo-
rious one; embracing all that any ways tends to
raise up human nature from its fallen, blind and de-
bilitated condition; and exalt man, as a rational be-
ing anda christian. In their study of theology
they have also the pre-eminent advantage of draw-
ing their information from more ancient, authen-
tic, universal and purer sources, than the muddy
puddles of cuch various colour, taste and flavour,
forined on particular spots, by the many dissentient
reformers; from which our Anglican, and all pro-
testant divines, derive and must drainall their ce-
clesiastical knowledge. ey have left me the foun-
counsel, conselation, peace and bencdiction to all tain of life, says ilmighty G?d; ond have dug for
themselves cisterns; broken ciskerns, that con hold

The Catholic priesthood therefore bears in itselft
per discharge of their pastoral duties: and wholly [|the most evident marks of its divine origin; and is
calculated, as they were designed, for the instruc easily distinguished by tlxe‘smc,crf: sc.eke.r of l'mth,
tion, sanctification and .dvation of their fellow be- Jj25 the only one of the Saviour’s instiiution. That
mgs. They are the vy soul of God’s people; ||SOC ofits members arcspied unworthy of the sa-

and Messial, more unaccountable and monstrous.
than that given by this, and a few other countries

over the one, holy, Catholic and apostohical churcls
her, whom, according to Saint Paul, Eph,5. &7
Christ has presented to himself, holy and rwithout
blemish: to whomthe beloved in the canticle of
Canticles, 4, 7, so cnamourcdly exclaims; thou
art all fair, O my love; and there is nospot iu thee!

ORIGINAL.

TO THEEDITOR OF THE CHRISTIAN GUARDIAN.
Sin,

I must sepeat, what I mentioned in ‘my Jast let
ter to you, that we cannot think of admitting inte
our paper, to the exclusion of more regular znd in-
teresting discussion, your long, desultory 5 illogicu:
and merely opiniative Communications : which my
reply, (if' any formal or precise reply could be giver.
to such incoherent, piece-meal argumentation)
would more than double ; were I but barely to no-
tice your many quirky and conjectural comments
on the saidtext, which, like every other ncgative
of the Catholic, or universal faith, you so twist
and torture into your own private and particuiar
meaning ; and also the many false, or purposely
mangled and misinterpreted quotations fiom  the
ancient Fathers of the Church ; which you scew
to gather from your No Papery writers an inter-
ested crew of prevaricating Translators 5 who darce
foist their impositions on the unthinking, ignoran*
and carcless Jany which nonc but the leacned ana
diligently investigating rriw, are capable of detee
ting. Why sir.youronly purpose seems, by holding
forth 1o me a mere Jgnis fotus, to engage me in
fool’s chaco after its fitfill varablings ;and leave e
entangled amid the murky mazes of your uncertai
guessing and conjectural labyrinth. Inour forth
coming Numbers we shall have occasion to show
from the purest sources what the real, and joint
opinion of the Holy Fathers, from the earliest ages
has been, on the very point in question, the Catho-
¥ic Doctrine of Transubstantiution~It is not the
unopposing Catholic, but the opposing Protestant,
or adversary, who daies {0 grapple with this jfos-
ter Subject. ‘fo you therefore, and every Protes-
tant, must belong that Gient mind, with which, in
solemn miockery you are pleased to dub me, To
vou indeed it will rightfully belong, i€ you can but
bring down 1o the lowly level of your understanding
and shew within the pigmy grasp of your compre-
hension, what Cathelics (as wisc & learned as pro-
testants are) consider the most sublime and incom-
prehensibie of Goll’s revealed Mpysteries ; though
of all athers the most explicitly indicated 3 and the
clearest of any proposed to our helief,  As'for, me,
and those of iny perstasion; we sre only isdoin's
Little ones, the unisise, and simplc’oncs, whomshe
invites to-her prepared feast: prov. 9. 4. 5. fools in
the-opinion of Zhewordly wise.for so unhesitstingly
relying upon ber word and promise, for edsting
down 3s the Apostle exhérts, every>"height, that
cxaltelh 1tself-against the knowledgé of God : and

dringing intgg caplicity tvery tunderstanding unto
ilhe obet z‘cnc’%f Christ, 2. anr. 10. 6. s




