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to the Chief of Sinners.” He was born gt Elstow, near Bedford,
“in 1628, and was brought up, like his father before him, “a
mender of pots and kettles, vulgarly called a tinker.” He lived
in the most stormy period of English history—the turbulent
reign of the first Charles—with the long intestine war and its
memorable battles of Edgehill, Naseby, and Marston Moor.
Then followed the glorious years of the Protectorate of Crom-
. well, when the name and fame of England made the Pope
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*h‘emble in his fortress-palace of the seven-billed city. Then
carae the shameful reaction of the Restoration, with its persecu-

;Hon of the saints and reign of wickedness in high places. Amid
.&uch world-agitating events was this grea soul born und nur-

,@ured and of its varied scenes be has left us striking pictures
.in his immortal works.

‘ “Like many of the Lord’s heroes,” says Dr. Punshon, in his
!,dmlrable monograph on Bunyan, “he was of cbscure parentage,
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