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September 19, 1841, in the forty-second year of his age. He
was buried, by his own request, in the land to whose welfme he
devoted the last energies of his life. No columned monument
perpetuates his memory, but the constitutional privileges which
we to-day enjuy, and the peace and prosperity which resulted
from the union of the Canadas, which he laboured so strenuously
to bring about, constitute an imperishable claim upon our esteem
and gratitude,

Of Robert Baldwin, who is regarded by many as the father of
constitutional reform in Canada, Mr. Dent gives the following
graphic characterization :—

“He was the eldest son of Dr. W1111am Warren Baldwin, a
gentleman of high social and political standing, and was born at
Little York in 1804. He studied law, and upon completing his
studies entered upon the practice of his profession in his native
town, in partnership with his father. The latter was a gentle-
man of very liberal and enlightened views, and brought up his
son with political ideas in advance of his time and surroundings.
" Robert was from his boyhood conspicuous, not so much for
brilliant abilities as for a very unusual degree of prudence and
good sense. All his actions were dictated by a high sense of
duty and responsibility to his Maker. He was scrupulously,
almost morbidly conscientious, insomuch that he was in some
degree unfitted for the cxigencies of party warfare in those days.
The twenty and odd years which have elapsed since he was laid
in bis grave have witnessed many and important changes in our
Constitution, as well as in our habits of thought; but his name
is still regarded by the great mass of the Canadian people with
feelings of respect and veneration. We can still point to him
with the admiration due to a man, who, during a time of the
grossest political corruption, took a foremost part in our public
affairs, and who yet preserved his integrity untarnished. We
can point to him as the man who, if not the actual author of
Responsible Government in Canada, yet spent the best years
of his life in contending for it, and who contributed more than
any other person to make that project an accomplished fact. We
can point to him as one who, though a politician by predilection
and by profession, never stooped to disreputable practices, either
to win votes or to maintain himself in office. Robert Baldwin
was a man who was not only incapable of falsehood or meanness



