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CENTENNIAL 0F CANADIAN
METJIoDISBI.

The year 1891 marks the Centen-
niai of twvo very important events in
the lîistory of Canadiz.n M1ethodism.
(1) Tite hundredtli anniversary of
the introduction of Methodismn into
Provinces of IJpper and Lowcr
Canada. (2) The death of the
honoured instrument in the hands
of God by wlioni the original
Methodist societies were organized.
It is eminently fltting thiat this
reniarkable coincidence of events
should not be overlooked, but should
be loyally comnmen(>rated by suitable
thanksgiving and thiuik-offoring ser-
vices. Johin Wesley died on Marchi
2, -4791, " one of the greatest of
God's Englishimen," of that century,
as lie is called lby Mr. Stead. The
late General Conference gave in-
structions that anniversary services
shouhk be lield throughout the Con-
nexion on Sunday, Miarcli 1, 1891;
and that voluntary collections should
everywhere be taken for sone object
to be designated by the Annual Con-
ferences. The time of the year at
wvhich tlîcse meetings wvere appointed
to be hield is perhap's not the most
favourable for anniversaries and con-
tributions. It is possible, also, that
throughi lack of some definite objeet
anid definite amount set before our
people there inay not l)e the en-
thusiasm and organized effort to
worthily commemorate those events.
The Annual Conference Special Comn-
inittees may, however, do much to
give the required stimulus by indi-
cating suitable objects and methods
cf reaching definite sums.

If iL were possible to completely
%vipe out the indebtedness of $40,O000,
or thereabouts, now restingupon the
Embarrassed Trusts, which indebted-
niess ivas largely ilicurred throughi
tlîe recent union which has beeti su
signally owvned and blessed of God, it
would besoniething m1onumenal, and

would be a perpetual beiiediction to
the Clîurch.

There are also other worthy objeets
whicli appealstronglytooursympathy
and supp)ort. The mecagre incomnes of
the ýz&bourers of the Home Mission
fields, the need for more adequate
support for the faithful veterang
worn out in the service of the Church,
and for the widows and orphail chl-
dren of those who have diedc in har-
ness, and the urgent need for a
greatly enlarged buildinîg and endow-
nient fund for the Federated Vic-
toria University: ail thiese furnishi
worthy objects for thank-offering to,
Vod for the signal mercies and pros-
perity vouchisafcd to us as a Churcli
during one hundred years.

CENTENNIA. MnEîORIAL VOLUME.

Lt wvas also authorized by the Gene-
rai Conference tuit a memoriil v-ol-
unae on the various aspects of
Canadian Metliodismn shouldbe issued
iii connection witl this Centennial
celebration. Mccli progress has
alrcady been ïnade in that direction.
XW trust that the volume will speedily
be completed and sent to the press.
The truc history of Methiodism in
these lands is largely writtenl on thc
tonibstones of many a lonely gra,% c-
yard, whierc its pioncer fathers and
founiders sle'ap ini peace. Othiers stili
survive aînong us, the îniemory of
whom goes far back to the stirring
days of early Mcthodism. Lt is
highly important tlîat the meniories
that otherwisewouldsoon perish froin
the earth should be gathered up ind
placed on permanent record. Such
a % olunxe could flot fail to be of
great intereat and value.

At no tinîie previons wocld it have
been possible to prepare the story of
the diverse streanis whîch have comie
together in thc broad tide of Meth-
odist influence in this land. But now)
witlîout a aliade of cnkindliness,
wvithoct a hp rsh or cnbrotherly w ord,

(gurrent ýg-0V1£z -au'a guente.


