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There is an equally notable absence of anly of the peculiarities
which attend particular callings and modes of life, and which,
though so inevitable under the circunistances of human society
that we have leai'nt to think thcmn heauties, would disqualify a
ch1aracter for bcîng finivcrsal and the ideal. The Life depicted
in the Gospel is one of pure beneficence, discngaged froni ail
peduli.ar social circumistance, yet adapted to ail. In vain wvould
the Roman Catholie pricst poi nt to it as an ex.,nll)ile of a state like
his own; the circunîstances of Christ's life and mission repel any
inférences of the kind.

The Chiristiain type of character, if it was constructed by hunian
intellect, was constructed at thc confluence of three races, the
.Jewish, the Greek, and the Roman, ecdi of which had strong
national peculiarities of its own. A single touch, a single taint
of any one of those peculiarities, and the character would have
been national, not universal ; transient, flot eternal; it iniglit
have been the highest bharacter in history, but it -would have
been disqualified foi' bcing the ideal. Supposing it to huave beeji
human, whether it were the effort of a x'eal man to attain mioral
excellence, or W~ moral imagination of the writers of the Gospels,
the chances, surely, were infinite aga.inst its escaping any tincture
of the fanaticism, forialisin, a.nd exclusiveness of the .Jew, of the
political pride of the Roman, of the intellectual pî'ide of the
Greek. Yet it Lais entirely escaped themn ail.

Historica1 circunistances affeet character soînetimes directly,
sometiînes by way of reaction. The f >rmalismi of the Pharisees
might have been expected to drive any character with whichi it
was brouglit into collision into the opposite extreme of iaxity;
yet no such effect can be discerned. Antinomnianisin is clearly a
deflection froin the Christian pattern, and the offspring of a
subsequent age.

The policica-l circuinstances of .JudSa, as ýa country suffering
froin the oppression of foreign conquerors, were calculated to
produce in the oppressed Jews either insurrectionary violence
(whichi was eonsta.ntly breaking out) or the duil apathy of
Oriental subinission. But the Life which is the exaniple of
Christians escaped both these natural impressions. It was an
active a.nd decisive attack on the evils of the age; but the attack
was directed îîot against political tyranny or its agents, but
against the moral corruption which was its source.

There are certain qualities whieh are not virtues iii theinselves,
but are mnade virtues by timie and circumstances, and with their


